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ELABORATE FRENCH ARMORIAL BINDING  
COINING THE TERM “DARK AGES” 

 
[BINDING]. JOSSET, Pierre [BARONIO, Cesare]. Annales ecclesias-
tici poeticis numeris illigati. A Christo nato ad nos usque traducti. Tomus pri-
mus.  Poitiers: J. Thoreau et A. Mesnier, 1638. 4to. [xx], 624, [18] pp. 
Complete with approbation, Privilege du Roi, and index with errata on 
verso. Title printed in red and black. Contemporary original binding of 
richly gilt morocco, rebacked with the original spine laid down, spine gilt 
in compartments with raised bands. Presumably decorated with the arms 
of the family of the Des Cervon, Baron des Arsis, mentioned in the con-
temporary handwritten inscription in the first blank leaf that reveals that 
the book was given as an award to a worthy student of the Jesuit board-
ing school at La Fleche, thanks to the generosity of the Baron. Contem-
porary ownership notation on title from the novitiate in Paris (Domus 
Probationis Parisiensis). Despite some dampstaining and browning, an 
excellent copy from the library of Holland House with their armorial 
bookplate on the front paste down.    
 First edition of this Latin translation in verse of Annales ecclesias-
tistici by Cesare Baronio, a history of the first twelve centuries of the 
Catholic Church. First published between 1588 and 1607 as an official 
response to the Lutheran Historia ecclesiae Christi (History of the Church of 
Christ), Baronio’s Annales treats history in chronological order and keeps 
theology in the background. It was in this work that the term “Dark Ag-
es” in the Latin form saeculum obscurum was coined. The work is dedicated 
to François de Villemontée (1598-1670), knight and lord of Montaiguil-
lon and of Villenaux and bishop of Saint-Malo.  
 Josset (1598-1663) entered the Jesuit order in 1607. He taught 
Holy Scriptures and oratory in various colleges, including Limoges, 
which at the time was very important and when many professors there 
had their works published. Josset also published a famous book on rheto-
ric in1650. Baronio (1538-1607) was an Italian Cardinal and historian of 
the Roman Catholic Church. As librarian of the Vatican Apostolic Li-
brary from 1597 he had access to sources and material never before used. 
Therefore his Annales represent one of the first works on Catholic ecclesi-
astic history based on critical examination of sources. Indeed, he is 
aknowledged by Roman Catholic writers as the “father of ecclesiastical 
history.” 
 OCLC locates only 1 copy in France; De Backer & Sommervogel, 
IV, 824; Jougla, Grand Armorial De France: Catalogue Général des Armoiries 
des Familles Nobles de France (Paris, 1938), 8095 (p. 361).   
       $ 7500.00 



DARWIN WOULD CHUCKLE 
 
COOKE, E[dward] W[illiam]. Grotesque animals.  London: Longmans, Green and Co., 1872. Small folio. 24 pp. With 24 plates. Original publisher’s gilt-
illustrated binding, gilt edges, corners a bit worn; pages very clean and bright, a wonderful copy of this scarce work.  
 First edition of this whimsical book. The author has generously illustrated his wonderful creations and accompanies each with an epic poem. “Our 
portly ‘Diodon,’ or Porcupine-Fish, stalks along on Rhinoceros limbs, he flourishes a Shark’s Back-Bone as a walking-stick; he is very Crab-Bed about the arms, 
and stares upward, watching the bursting of volcanic Sky-Rockets in the air.” It is primarily aimed at mocking evolution, poking fun at Darwin who was a close 
correspondent of Cooke. 
 “Though the only guest, I was not alone, for my multitudinous sketches of fossils – marine and other animals obtained during long workings with the 
microscope – from nature, and museum collections, furnished ample materials wherewith to create companions in my solitude” (Cooke). 
 Cooke (1811-1880) was raised by a family of artists, and was primarily known as a marine and landscape painter. He was a fellow of the geological and 
zoological societies.               $ 4000.00 
  





 
 

DELUXE DICKENS 
 
DICKENS, Charles; DUVAL, Georges (translator). Mr. Pickwick.  Paris: Ernest Flammarion, [n.d., c. 1911]. 4to. [viii], 176 pp. Added full title with col-
ored illustration pasted on, half-title, standard title with colored vignette, 25 plates (including frontispiece), all in color and all with the printed tissue guards. 
Half-morocco and marbled boards, author and title in gilt with added decoration on spine; interior excellent.       
 Extra illustrated edition in French translated by journalist and playwright Georges Duval (1847-1919). The comic misadventures of the naive yet 
gallant Mr. Pickwick, protagonist of Dickens’ first novel The Pickwick papers (1836), were incredibly popular among audiences. Added to this was the rich illus-
trative history of the novel. British artist Frank Reynolds (1876–1953) supplied the illustrations for a deluxe edition printed in London in 1910 and subse-
quently this edition printed by Flammarion.             $ 350.00 
 



BEATNIK PHOTOGRAPHY 
 
GINSBERG, Allen. Photographs.  Altadena, CA: Twelvetrees Press, 
1990. Folio. [120] pp. With 91 photographs, each captioned, and 
with a list at the end, plus index plus biographies of the subjects. 
Original dust jacket. Presentation copy from Ginsberg to Martha 
Sattler with his signature on the title page dated April 1, 1991, Pasa-
dena, CA, and his initials within a circle. An excellent copy. 
 First edition. An outstanding collection of photographs 
taken by Ginsberg of friends and acquaintances, including luminar-
ies such as Jack Kerouac, Neal Cassady, Gregory Curso, William 
Burroughs, Peter Orlovsky, and of course Ginsberg himself.   
       $ 950.00 



 
 

A FOR EFFORT 
 
HAWTHORNE, Nathaniel. The scarlet letter.  Boston: Ticknor Reed and Fields, 1850. 8vo. iv, [vi]-iv, 322 pp. Title in red and black with publisher’s ads dated 
March 1, 1850 between front endpapers. With all first issue points. Original blind-stamped brown cloth with gilt lettering on spine; text lightly toned with a 
couple of insignificant stains on lower fore-edge of a few leaves. A superb copy, possibly re-cased and preserved in a morocco clamshell box with a scarlet “A” 
applique on front cover.            
 First edition, first issue of one of the great classic of American literature. Printed in a limited edition of 2500 copies.   $ 7500.00 
 
 



BREEDING BUDGERIGARS 
 
KESTON FOREIGN BIRD FARM. The Foreigner. A practical guide to the keeping, 
breeding and showing of all kinds of foreign birds and budgerigars.  Keston: published 
by the Keston Foreign Bird Farm, 1935-1939. Five volumes in four, each in four 
parts. 8vo. (note on collation: pages with roman numerals are advertisements, 
which are bound both before and after the text within the 4 parts of each of the 
annual volumes; there are also unpaginated inserted leaves which contain addi-
tional advertisements). II: xlviii, 196; III: xxx, 98, [147]-194 (missing part 3 of 
Volume III, July-September, 1936); IV: [ii], 216, including a general title page; V: 
xxxvi, 144, [181]-216 (missing part 5 of Volume V, May-June, 1938); VI: xi, [i], 
108 pp. With 15 full-page color plates and 61 full-page black and white plates 
(many photographic), numerous text illustrations. Modern blue morocco, gilt let-
tering on spine, new endpapers. From the Library of James M. Dolan Jr., former 
head curator and director of collections at the Zoological Society of San Diego.  
 First printings of a quarterly publication created and issued by Edward 
Jeffrey Boosey, founder of the Keston Foreign Farm. The articles focus on breed-
ing budgerigars (parakeets): what to expect when taking these birds at home, how 
to feed them, how to play with them. The publication generally covers all types of 
birds, from the Java sparrow to the Californian quail, all birds that Boosey bred 
himself. We also find a section with letters from readers, and another with curios-
ities and news from around the world, such as report of missing birds, news about 
foreign zoos, home remedies for birds’ health issues, and a directory of breeders.  
 Boosey founded his farm near Kent in the UK with Alec Brooksbank in 
1927. Keston became famous for its extensive breeding stock of parrots and para-
keets and Boosey was regarded as the leading authority in the breeding of ma-
caws.  He was Vice-President of the Avicultural Society and a regular contributor 
to the Society's magazine as well as other avicultural publications.  
OFFERED WITH: 
Hints on Foreign Birds. Keston: published by the Keston Foreign Bird Farm, 1935. 
8vo. 144 pp. With 5 plates. Original color printed wrappers. 
This is a condensed version of Volume 2 of The Foreigner.  $ 850.00 



 
BROADSIDE OF LINCOLN’S PROCLAMATION 

FOR THE FIRST NATIONAL DAY OF THANKSGIVING 
 
LINCOLN, Abraham. Proclamation of Thanksgiving. [Massachusetts: n.p., 
1863]. Broadside. 28 x 20 inches.  Mounted on cloth, folded in quarters, 
minor splitting a center fold; light soiling and edgewear with minor chips 
(without loss of text), very light annotations in ink on verso (visible to rec-
to right margin). Overall an excellent example of this rare and important 
broadside.      
 First printing of the first proclamation of Thanksgiving as a na-
tional holiday. This original broadside produced in Massachusetts is for-
matted in two halves, the top being Governor John A. Andrew’s announce-
ment of Lincoln’s Proclamation dated July 27, 1863, and the bottom being 
Lincoln’s actual proclamation dated July 15, 1863, announcing that August 
6 shall be set aside as a National Day of Thanksgiving. Though the exact 
printing date is unknown, it can be assumed that it was printed within the 
week following July 27. Thanksgiving was observed as a holiday since co-
lonial times and each state would set aside its own day for celebration. 
This proclamation was the first time that the holiday would be celebrated 
on a set day nationwide, making it the first observed Thanksgiving as a 
national holiday. Later the same year, on October 3, 1863, Lincoln made a 
second proclamation again announcing Thanksgiving as a holiday, but this 
time in November, a date closer to the time most states had been celebrat-
ing it in the past. This earlier proclamation is actually the first time 
Thanksgiving was given national status, but because the second proclama-
tion was widely accepted, the knowledge of this earlier one has been some-
what forgotten, making this piece a rare and important document in the 
annals of American history. 
 Though this broadside is for the State of Massachusetts, no other 
broadsides from any other states announcing this date are known to exist, 
and only six other copies of this rare document are located through OCLC.        
       $ 18,500.00 
  



THE AFTER-PARTY INCLUDED 
 
LINDBERGH, Charles A. We, the famous flier’s own story of his life and his transatlantic flight, together with his views on the future of aviation.  New York: Putnam, 
1927. Large 8vo. [vii]-308 pp. Frontispiece etching by Robert James Malone, numerous photographic  illustrations. Half parchment and boards, untrimmed on 
fore- and bottom edges, gilt lettering on front cover and spine. Separate leaf inserted with the signature of the author and publisher. An excellent copy.  
 First and original Author’s autograph edition. Ours is No. 460 of one thousand copies signed by Lindbergh and G.P. Putnam. This is Lindbergh’s 
autobiographical account of his famous solo trans-Atlantic flight from New York to Paris in May, 1927. It was published just under two months after his com-
pletion of that famous flight. 
OFFERED WITH: 
BANQUET MENU HONORING LINDBERGH AT THE AMBASSADOR HOTEL, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, SEPTEMBER 20, 1927 
 On September 20, 1927, Charles Lindbergh, the first person to fly solo across the Atlantic Ocean, arrived in Los Angeles on the Spirit of St. Louis as 
part of a nationwide tour. For seven hours enormous crowds gathered to honor him at the Los Angeles Coliseum before being the guest of honor at a banquet 
at the Ambassador Hotel, where the chef produced a very special meal, including cakes in the form of Lindbergh’s airplane, the Spirit of St. Louis.   
                  $ 4500.00 
 
 
  



EXQUISITE COLOURED PLATES OF CACTUS 
 
SCHUMANN, Karl & GÜRKE, Max. Blühende Kakteen 
(Iconographia Cactacearum).  Neudamm: J. Neumann, 1904-
1921. Three volumes. 4to. [xiv], [240], [iv]; [xii], [240], 
[iv]; [vii], [232] pp. With 176 chromolithograph plates (4 
double). Original cloth, title in gilt on cover, some wear to 
spines; tissue covers with marginal tears, several signatures 
loose in Volume III, Volumes I and II signed on half-title by 
previous owner and dated 1916. Generally in very fine condi-
tion.   
 First edition, from the original forty-five parts, and 
one of the most beautiful works on cacti. With vibrant full-
page coloured plates, printed from intricate images drawn by 
Toni Gürke, wife of the editor, and hand-finished. A compre-
hensive look at almost two hundred flowering cactus species, 
with a strong representation of plants from Central and South 
America. This three volume work was presented by the Ger-
man Cactus Society, drawing together prints they had made 
over the course of 21 years. The complete set is rarely availa-
ble. 
 Schumann (1851-1904) received his doctorate in bota-
ny from the University of Breslau. Upon publication in 1883 
of his book on cinnamon, Kritische untersuchungen über die zimt-
lander, he was invited to become curator of the Berlin Botani-
cal Museum. He also taught botany at the University of Ber-
lin and, in 1892, founded and served as first chairman of the 
German Cactus Society (Deutsche Kakteen-Gasellschaft). He 
made strong contributions to the field of botanical morpholo-
gy and is credited with describing hundreds (possibly thou-
sands) of new species. Three botanical genera and several cac-
tus species have been named after him. 
 Botanical Gazette, 1904; Catalogue of the Arnold Arbore-
tum, p. 639; Nissen, 1818.   $ 12,000.00 



FEAR AND LOATHING POLITICS  EVEN IN 2020 
 
THOMPSON, Hunter S. Fear and loathing on the campaign trail.  New York: Straight Arrow Books, 1973. 8vo. 506 [6] pp. Original black binding, title in 
white on spine. Some notations throughout. First issue jacket with the white border around the photo on the rear panel. Jacket slightly worn on the spine, but 
in gorgeous condition overall.   
 First edition, stated first printing on the copyright page. Inscribed by the author: “HST Sherry Neth Hotel July 26 ’73 Cazart.” The Sherry Nether-
land Hotel was one of the author’s favorite while staying in New York. An inscription most likely made while being interviewed by one of the book’s first re-
viewers.                  $ 6000.00 
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