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THE NEW MOTHER’S GUIDE  
TO LIFE AFTER CHILDBIRTH 

 
1. AMMON, Friedrich August von 
 
Die ersten mutterpflichten und die erste kindespflege.  Leipzig: Verlag von 
G. Hirzel, 1892. 8vo. Engraved title vignette. Original green 
publisher’s cloth. Laid in is an engraving of an expectant mother 
reclining on a chaise.  
 
Early edition of this extremely popular handbook addressed to new  
mothers on the treatment and care of the child and the first duties of 
the mother after childbirth. This work went through over 43 editions 
from 1827-1927.      $ 200.00 
 

 
 

EXPLAINING THE HUMAN BODY TO CHILDREN 
 

2. ANONYMOUS 
 
Every-day wonders; or, facts in physiology which all should know.  Lowell, 
MA: J.P. Walker, 1851. 12mo. With 42 text illustrations. Original 
publisher’s decorated cloth.  
 
First American edition (first printed in London the prior year). A 
book written for the more mature child who perhaps is interested in 
learning about how the body works. According to the preface, “it is 
attempted in this little book to supply the explanations and illustra-
tions by which a teacher would win the attention of a child.” Rare; 
OCLC locates 6 copies in America.    $ 250.00 
 
 



CELEBRATED WORK OF CLASSICAL MEDICINE 
 

 3. AURELIANUS, Caelius; ORIBASIUS, Pergamenus 
 
Caelii Avreliani siccensis tardarvm passionvm libri V; Oribasii Sardi Ivliani Caesaris Archiatri Euporiston 
lib. III. Medicinae compen: lib. I. Curationum lib. I. Trochiscoru[m] confect: lib. I.  Basil: Henricus Petrus, 
1529. Folio. Early calf over marbled boards.  
 
First edition of a rare work by Soranus of Ephesus (2nd century) translated from the Greek into 
Latin by the Roman physician Caelius Aurelianus (5th century) representing an extraordinary source 
of the views and principles of the ancient Methodist School, the group of physicians that developed 
the distinction between chronic and acute diseases and their respective treatments. It contains a very 
accurate description of epilepsy, including its comatose and convulsive forms, as well as a discussion 
on insanity (called mania by the Greeks). This edition also includes the Latin translation of excerpts 
from the writings of Oribasius of Pergamus. This treatise was written for the larger public as an easy 
and accessible source of knowledge on remedies of easy preparation (Euporista), and on nutrition and 
hygiene principles combined with references to a number of early medical authors (Galen, 
Hippocrates, and Dioscorides to name few).        $ 4500.00 

EARLY DISCOVERY OF QUININE FOR PREVENTING  
MALARIAL FEVER  

 
4. BAIKIE, William Balfour 
 
Narrative of an exploring voyage up the rivers Kwo’ra and Bi’nuse (commonly known as the 
Niger and Tsadda) in 1854.  London, John Murray, 1856. 8vo. Complete with the 
large folding plate of plans of the ship Pleiad. Half morocco over linen.  
 
First edition of this exciting and lively narrative of Baikie’s successful government-
sponsored expedition up the Niger river and its tributary, the Benue. It was on this 
trip that Baikie discovered that the use of quinine did not simply cure malarial fever, 
but rather prevented it. As a result, not a single crew member died from fever and 
everyone returned home in good health.    $ 950.00 



 
 

INTERPRETATION OF DREAMS FOR ANALYSIS AND AMUSEMENT 
 

5. BEADLE AND COMPANY 
 
Beadle’s dime book of dreams: their romance and myster; with a complete interpretation dictionary. Compiled from the 
most accredited sources for the “dime series.”  New York: Beadle and Company, [1867]. 8vo. Original printed 
wrappers; interior excellent.  
 
First printing of this book (type III-HB or IV-DM?) with the cut of the dime and the address changed to 
118 William Street in New York on the cover. A fascinating in-depth analysis of various dream subjects is 
given here, including topics such as angels, apparitions, birds, children, clouds, fire, hunting, murder, stars, 
voices and walls, among many others. A final part consists of a dictionary listing numerous “themes” and 
their meaning. Fascinating, from a psychology point of view. Strangely, OCLC lists only 4 copies in America 
(LC, Northwestern, American Antiquarian Society and Northern Illinois).  $ 300.00 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND LONG LIFE 
 

6. BELL, John 
 
On regimen and longevity.  Philadelphia: Haswell & Johnson, 1842. 8vo. Publisher’s blind-stamped brown cloth.  
 
First edition of an apparently rare and significant work on dietetic regimen and its relation to the duration of life. Public health and hygiene were 
widespread areas of concern in the mid-nineteenth century given the rapidly increasing population of the United States. Bell discusses the history 
of public hygiene and duration of life in various ages. A general treatment of national dietetic usages follows, comparing a vegetarian to a non-
vegetarian diet, taking into account food supplies and customs in different regions. Specific types of food and drink are then discussed, including 
alcohol. Of significant interest is his closing chapter on longevity, where aspects such as inherited predisposition, temperance, race, climate 
urban/rural locality, and vaccinations are discussed.          $ 350.00 



 
PRESENTATION COPY OF AN EARLY TREATISE ON THE CONNECTION BETWEEN 

CLIMATE AND HEALTH 
 
7. CLARK, James 
 
The influence of climate in the prevention and cure of chronic diseases.  London: John Murray, 1830. 8vo. 
With 13 tables delineating climate in various locations. Uncut in the original cloth.  
 
Second and best edition, corrected and much enlarged (by 70 pages) from the first edition of the 
previous year, particularly in the accounts of the climate in various places in England as well as in 
the Canaries, the Azores, the Bahamas, Bermuda and the West Indies, which were not described or 
discussed at all in the first printing. The work is divided in two parts; the first examines the general 
characteristics of the climates of England, Southern Europe, and other areas of the Commonwealth, 
and how climates in these various locations have different influence on diseases. The second part 
provides an account of the main diseases (consumption, asthma, gout, chronic rheumatism and 
digestive disorders) which can benefit from a mild climate, as well as health disorders caused by hot 
climates.          $ 350.00 

 
REMEDIES FOR EVERY CONCEIVABLE AILMENT 

 
8. CLEVELAND, C[harles] L.  
 
Salient material medica and therapeutics.  Philadelphia: F.E. Boericke, 1888. 8vo. Publisher’s cloth. 
 
First edition. Following a short preface, this book consists of a long list of remedies, including the specific 
chemical combination, plus for each a delineation of nine factors: 1. temperament (symptoms, type of 
personality, presentation, such as “rheumatic and gouty persons” or “women and children”); note: this factor is 
often left blank; 2. location and nature; 3. objective; 4. causal; 5. general characteristic; 6. aggravation; 7. 
amelioration; 8. therapeutic range; and 9. administration. It is a very informative and pragmatic document 
reflecting materia medica practices and uses at the time.      $ 200.00 



 
SPIRITUAL HEALTH FOR EVERY AILMENT 

 
9. DODWELL, William 
 
The sick man’s companion: or, the clergyman’s assistant in visiting the sick.  London: B. White, 
1768. 8vo. Contemporary calf, spine label; on the paste-down is a printed article featuring 
a prayer for King George (ordered by Council) to be used “during his Majesty’s present 
indisposition.” A manuscript notation on the fly-leaf indicates when and from whom the 
owner acquired this volume.  
 
Second edition, first published the prior year. The fascinating aspect of this work is the 
discussion of the obligations and responsibilities of someone who visits the sick and dying, 
both spiritual and otherwise. How to comfort both the patient and their family and how 
the strength of such a visit could work to strengthen the constitution of the patient are 
discussed. Specific prayers are listed, including great ones such as prayers for a family 
under inoculation, for the patient that wants sleep (as well as a patient who excessively 
sleeps), for patients in prison, for those who are suffering from mental ailments such as 
depression and doubts, for sufferers of light-headedness, and for consolation of the death 
of a friend. A fascinating volume dealing with the spiritual health of the physically ill. 
          $ 450.00 

EPHEMERA   
 
For our amazing ephemera collections, including medical almanacs and medical trade cards, please see the listings at the end of this catalogue. 



 
THE INVENTION OF THE PULSE-WATCH IN A CUSTOM BINDING 

 
10. FLOYER, Sir John 
 
The physician's pulse-watch; or, an essay to explain the old art of feeling the pulse, and to improve it by 
the help of the pulse-watch . . . to which is added an abstract out of Andrew Cleyer, concerning the 
Chinese art of feeling the pulse.  London: Printed for Sam. Smith and Benj. Walford, 1707. 8vo. 
Contemporary black morocco, a custom binding possibly executed by the “Geometrical 
Compartment Binder.”  
 
First edition of the first description of a pulse-watch, invented by the author before watches 
had hands to record the seconds. Floyer’s watch, which ran 60 seconds, was used to count the 
pulse and to make regular observations on the pulse rate.  Floyer notes that Harvey “designed a 
tract about the pulse, as he intimates,” but that it was never fully developed. This volume also 
contains the appendix on the Chinese art of the pulse, which led Floyer to the examination of 
respiration and the lungs. Garrison & Morton, 2670.   $ 4500.00 

“THE FIRST BOOK DEVOTED TO GERIATRICS” (G&M) 
 

11. FLOYER, Sir John 
 
Medicina gerocomica: or, the Galenic art of preserving old men’s healths, explain’d . . . to which is added an 
appendix, concerning the use of oyls and unction, in the prevention and cure of some diseases. . . .  London: 
Printed for J. Isted, 1724. 8vo. With woodcut vignette and tailpieces, and scarce leaf advertising 
Floyer’s manuscripts in the library of Queen’s College, Oxford. Contemporary calf and marbled boards. 
From the library of Kenneth Garth Huston Jr. with his bookplate on the paste-down.  
 
First edition. This classic work contains the author’s pioneering methods of treating the aged. He 
describes some of the causes which produce deterioration in old age, and explains their prevention and 
therapy. He favors moderation in all things with an emphasis on diet, exercise, and both cold and hot 
baths. Floyer was considered one of the earliest to apply an elaborate drug therapy combined with a 
definite routine of treatment directly applicable to the complaints of the elderly.   $ 2500.00 



 
A MODEL OF CLINICAL DESCRIPTION 

 
12. FOTHERGILL, John 
 
A complete collection of the medical and philosophical works of John Fothergill . . . With an account 
of his life; and occasional notes; by John Elliot, M.D.  London: Printed for John Walker, 1781. 
8vo. Frontispiece portrait of Fothergill plus 2 folding engraved plates. Contemporary calf.  
 
First edition of Fothergill’s published papers contains 25 of his most valuable works (5 of 
which are Garrison & Morton titles) plus a life of the author. Included is his most famous 
“Account of the Putrid Sore Throat,” which was the first clear recognition of diphtheria in 
England. Other works include the first descriptions of facial neuralgia, migraine, and 
scarlatinal angina. A supplement includes two additional works, “Some account of the late 
Peter Collinson” and “An essay on the character of the late Alexander Russell, M.D., F.R.S.
          $ 850.00  

FIRST IMPORTANT MONOGRAPH ON THE DIGESTIVE SYSTEM 
 

13. GLISSON, Francis 
 
Anatomia hepatis. Cui praemittuntur quaedam ad rem anatomicam universe spectantia. Et ad calcem operis 
subjiciuntur nonnulla de lymmphae-ductibus nuper repertis.  Amsterdam: Johann Ravestein, 1659. 12mo. 
Engraved title of a dissection, 2 folding anatomical plates, 1 engraving and 9 text woodcuts. 
Contemporary vellum; an excellent copy.  
 
Second edition of this pioneering work on the anatomy of the liver. Glisson here gives the “first 
accurate description of the capsule of the liver (Glisson’s capsule) and its blood-supply. He also 
described the sphincter of the bile duct (“Glisson’s sphincter, the sphincter of Oddi”) and the thymus 
as a “glandula nutritia” for the foetus.”      $ 2500.00 



 
DEPRESSION AND MELANCHOLY BEFORE BURTON 

 
14. GRAHAME, Simion 
 
The anatomie of humors.  Edinburgh: Thomas Finlason, 1609. 4to. Tipped in is a leaf with 2 pages of nineteenth-century manuscript dealing with 
the history of this copy. A handsome copy in nineteenth-century russia, rebacked, gilt edges; preserved in a half-calf clamshell box. From the 
libraries of Charles Tennant, Henry Cunliffe and Abel Berland with their bookplates.  
 
First edition of the original printed treatise, exceedingly rare. This work, consisting of prose interspersed with verse, describes the melancholy 
or humors of man. Like so many other writers on the subject, including Burton, Grahame’s inducement was due in great part to his own 
depression and melancholy. OCLC locates 4 copies in America (Huntington, Harvard, Princeton and the Newberry).  $ 35,000.00 
 



MALE MEDICAL CURIOSITY 
 

16. HIGHMORE, Nathaniel 
 
Case of a foetus found in the abdomen of a young man, at Sherborne, in 
Doresetshire.  London: Printed for the Author by Longman, Hurst, 
Rees, Orme and Brown, 1815. 4to. With 2 folding engraved plates. 
Contemporary calf by the master binder Charles Hering, hand-tooled 
gilt arms of Charles Stanhope (1780-1851), 4th Earl of Harrington on 
both covers (his motto, “A Deo et Rege”), spine gilt. A wonderful copy.  
 
First edition of a celebrated medical curiosity of the early nineteenth 
century. The book recounts the case of Thomas Lane of Dorset, a 
young 16-year-old whose death was caused by a half-formed foetus in 
his intestines. Highmore, called by the boy’s mother, prescribed a 
medicine that gave him two days relief before he passed. When 
examining the body, Highmore found a large oval-shaped tumor in the 
boy’s abdomen that he classified as an extra-uterine foetus. The foetus, 
which was examined by many physicians, was deposited in the 
Museum of the Royal College of Surgeons, where it remains to this 
day. OCLC locates only 2 copies (both in Europe).  $ 2000.00 

MORE CURES FOR THE COMMON COLD 
 

15. HAYES, Thomas 
 
A serious address on the dangerous consequences of neglecting common coughs 
and colds, with ample directions for the prevention and cure of consumptions. 
To which is added, observations on the hooping cough and asthma.  Boston: 
Samuel Ethridge for John West, et al., 1796. 12mo. Contemporary 
quarter sheep and marbled boards.  
 
First American edition. A rare ephemeral work on the treatment of 
the cough and asthma. A work that perhaps has as much or more value 
today than it did when first published.   $ 300.00  



 
HONEY AS A REMEDY 

 
17. [HILL, John] 
 
The virtues of honey, in preventing many of the worst disorders; and in the 
certain cure of several others, particularly the gravel, asthmas, coughs, 
hoarseness, and a tough morning phlegm: with a particular direction of the 
manner of taking it for the cure of consumptions.   London: J. Murry, 1784.  
8vo. Cloth, spine label; an excellent copy.  

 
Later edition, first printed in 1759, of 
this rare and curious work on honey 
as a remedy for bronchial and related 
disorders. Hill discusses the nature of 
honey, identifying several different 
kinds, including English and foreign 
(Italian, German, south of France, 
Swiss, but no mention of American 
honey!). He examines of the use of 
honey against specific ailments, 
including phlegm, hoarsness, coughs, 
consumption, gravel and stone, and 
sets out the means of curing asthma 
(of the two kinds of asthma, the one 
which honey cures is the lung 
disorder, as opposed to the convulsive 
asthma, a nervous complaint, against 
which honey can do nothing. Similar 
to all other disorders, honey must be 
taken constantly, as it “prevents the 

necessity of bleeding, which is the common practice.” In addition to 
taking honey by itself, it should be used to sweeten everything; no 
sugar. He also details quantities to be used and explains the 
preparation of both plain honey as well as various medicines using 
honey as an ingredient.    $ 650.00 

 
LECTURES ON THE PHYSIOLOGY AND DISEASES OF 

RESPIRATION 
 

18. HOADLY, Benjamin 
 
Three lectures on the organs of respiration.  London: Wilkins, 1740. 4to. 
Complete with errata and with 3 engraved plates. Contemporary full 
calf.  
 
First edition of the Gulstonian Lectures of 1740 by the physician 
Hoadly, where he links diseases of the respiratory organs with the 
resulting symptoms of respiratory failure. Hoadly gives an account of 
the mechanism of respiration in the first lecture, the physiology of 
respiration in the human body in the second, and the diseases and their 
treatment in the third. The appendix details experiments by Dr. 
Houston at Leyden that were published in the Philosophical transactions 
in 1736 and contains Hoadly’s comments thereon.  $ 650.00 



 
OVERCOMING DISABILITIES IN THE PRE-CIVIL WAR SOUTH 

 
19. JEFFRIES, T.F.  
 
Nine years in bed, or affliction’s own.  Mountain Valley, VA [near Harrisonburg]: Josesph Funk & Sons, 1856. 
16mo. Wrappers.  
 
First edition. Here is the story of the life of a young man afflicted with severe rheumatism and his efforts to 
heal, first by doctors and medications, and otherwise by travel to warmer climates. It is written with a 
particular slant toward the South (despite Virginia being a “northern” southern state). His pain results in 
long periods in bed. He writes to New York (to a Clairvoyant) who tells him to take a battery of pills 
(“quack medicines”). Soon he finds that “his hip joints were entirely anchylosed.” Although he sees doctors 
and continues to take drugs, hope might be the best medicine of all. He takes a trip throughout the south, 
which has a healing affect and helps. A fascinating tale of the efforts made to overcome a severe disability in 
the pre-Civil War South.         $ 250.00 
 

 
THE BRILLIANT PHARMACEUTICAL WORK OF “THE BOY PROFESSOR” 

ONLY 5 COPIES LOCATED IN AMERICA 

 

20. KANE, Robert John (Sir) 
 
Elements of practical pharmacy.  Dublin: Hodges and Smith, 1831. 8vo. With 5 folding plates. Original boards.  
 
First edition of this extremely rare and important work by Kane (1809-1890), known as the “boy professor” as 
well as the “most famous Irish chemist,” who was elected to the Royal Irish Academy at the age of 22 years on the 
strength of this book. Intending to “fill up that space which exists between the mere details of the processes in a 
pharmacopoeia and the theoretic explanations of their nature,” the author treats pharmaceutical operations in 
which bodies are mechanically divided, separated and mixed. After a chapter on heat and the modes of 
ascertaining, and then regulating heat in bodies, the majority of the work treats chemical operations. 
             $ 5500.00 
 



 
A SUPERIOR NEW METHOD OF TREATING CONGESTION 

 
21. KITTOE, W[illiam] Hamilton 
 
Consumption, and asthma, the new cure. In which is demonstrated the fallacy of the present method of treating diseases of 
the chest by the lancet, purgatives, and mercury; with a new mode of cure, applicable also to disorders of the digestive organs 
and other complaints.  London: Sherwood, Gilbert & Piper, 1845. 12mo. Contemporary patterned cloth.  
 
Second edition, expanded from the first printing of 1842. The author clearly intends this work for the 
layperson, making efforts to explain the differences between various maladies of the chest. With numerous 
specific case studies, Kittoe details the pathology of diseases of the lungs, the medical problems that may be 
encountered, and the steps to be taken in order to successfully overcome the ailments, including medical and 
dietetic treatments, environment, etc. Of particular interest is a chapter dedicated to an explanation of the use of 
the stethoscope. He discusses coughs, bronchitis, general difficulty in breathing, consumption and asthma, and 
further breaks down the dangers of bleeding and misuse of mercury.     $ 500.00 

TREATING ABNORMAL EYE ALIGNMENT 
 

22. LAGLEYZE, Pierre (Pedro) 
 
Du strabisme. Recherches, étiologiques, pathogénie, mécanisme du traitement.  Paris: Jules Rousset, 
1913. 8vo. Numerous text tables and illustrations, some in color. Original printed wrappers 
bound into contemporary half-morocco and marbled boards. An excellent, uncut copy with 
a long presentation on the half-title from the author to his mother.  
 
First edition, published simultaneously in Spanish, of this rare and definitive work on 
strabismus. Strabismus typically involves a lack of coordination between the extraocular 
muscles, which prevents directing the gaze of both eyes at once to the same point in space; 
it thus hampers proper binocular vision and may adversely affect depth perception. This 
authoritative book treats both the standard type of abnormal alignment of the eyes as well 
as permanent or periodic cross-eye conditions. The author provides a history and 
classification of the various types of strabismus, the frequency, and the pathogeny of the 
impairment. Much of the book deals with treatments, both surgical and non-surgical. Even 
ethical considerations are discussed, including whether it is appropriate to intervene in one 
eye or both eyes in certain given situations.     $ 550.00 



 
EARLY VAPING 

 
23. MADDOCK, Alfred Beaumont 
 
Practical observations on the efficacy of medicated inhalations in the treatment of pulmonary consumption, asthma, bronchitis, chronic cough, and other diseases 
of the respiratory organs, and also affections of the heart.  London: Simpkin & Marshall, 1844. 8vo. With a hand-colored folding frontispiece showing 
the front view of the heart and lung, text illustrations and tables. Contemporary blind-stamped cloth.  
 
First edition of a very valuable and revolutionary treatise devoted to the observation of diseases of the lungs and heart. The author investigates 
the efficacy of inhalation to produce healthy changes to the structure of damaged organs. He shows “in a clear and familiar a style as possible the 
principles upon which the practice of inhalation is founded.” Maddock was one of the first physicians to propose the inhaling of warm vapours as 
an effective treatment, detailing the symptoms of consumption, the steps necessary to resist its attacks and the powerful remedies to defeat it. 
                  $ 500.00 



 

EARLY 18TH CENTURY HIGHLY IMPORTANT MANUSCRIPT ON WOMENS’ DISEASES 

 
24. [MANUSCRIPT]. [DOLCE, Francesco] 
 
De febribus; De morbis mulierum; De morbis puerorum. [Naples: n.p., 1749]. 8vo. 67, [3], 41, [17] leaves. Black pen on paper. Bound in 
contemporary calf-backed marbled boards.  
 
An important unpublished medical manuscript written in Latin in the early eighteenth century and dedicated to the prominent and noble 
Gasparrini family of Naples, containing the lectures of Francesco Dolce, a well-known physician and professor of medicine at the famous 
“Hospital of the Incurables.” This manuscript has a unique didactic value with its descriptions of various types of fever (illnesses), including a 
thorough discussion of the definitions, symptoms, causes, prognosis, treatments and medical procedures to be used. Maladies of the head, the skin, 
the heart, and other common conditions are treated. Of significant interest is the second section, which treats womens’ diseases. The author 
discusses the menstruation cycle, and the various 
potential problems that arise from irregularity, failure 
to menstruate, and excessive bleeding. He further deals 
with pregnancy and the myriad of issues that can be 
encountered during that time, difficulties of giving 
birth, childbed fever, sterilization, and issues related to 
removal of the placenta. There is also a section on 
abortion. The third part deals with the more common 
problems of infancy, including colic and teething. Also 
included here are sections on children that suffer from 
canker sores, epilepsy and rickets. This manuscript is a 
testimony of the Neapolitan medical school tradition, 
where the approach was to utilize observation and 
reasoning in practice.    $ 12,000.00 
 



PROGRAM TO TRAIN NURSES TO GO OVERSEAS  
DURING WWI (1916-1919) 

 
25. [MANUSCRIPT]. MESSERSCHMIDT, Mary 
 
Three volumes. 300; 300; 48 pp. Ruled notebooks in a very clear 
cursive writing with beautiful in text illustrations.  
 
Highly interesting manuscript notes of medical lectures taken by Mary 
Messerschmidt, a nursing student at the University of Pennsylvania 
during the First World War and when the Army School of Nursing 
was established. Her notebooks contain the transcription of the 
lectures she attended from October 1916 through February 1919. The 
subjects cover basic nursing, anatomy and physiology, hygiene and 
preventive medicine, contagious and infectious disease, gynecology, 
orthopedics, neurology, surgery, obstetrics and materia medica. The 
notes from each lecture series indicates the instructor’s name, the date 
of the lecture, and for some also include pencil notations and what may 
be a score from the instructor. Mary, from Mahanoy City, PA, 
graduated from the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania’s 
Training School for Nurses in November 1919.   $ 3500.00 

PIONEER OF NINETEENTH-CENTURY PHYSIOLOGY 
 

26. MAREY, E[tienne] J[ules] 
 
Animal mechanism: a treatise on terrestrial and aerial locomotion. New 
York: D. Appleton and Company, 1874. 12mo. With half-title and 117 
text illustrations. Publisher’s red decorated cloth.  
 
Rare first American 
edition of Marey’s pioneer 
work in the use of serial 
pictures as a method of 
studying the mechanics of 
locomotion. This work, part 
of the International 
Scientific Series, was as 
important as Muybridge’s 
Animal locomotion, preceding 
it by several years. Marey 
studied the motions of bird 
and insect wings, 
concluding that changes in 
the form of the wing modify 
its air-resistance properties, 
thus determining the 
mechanical requirements for 
the physiological apparatus 
of flight. Marey was famous 
in this period for his 
invention of accurate 
recording instruments of unprecedented sensitivity; here he includes 
numerous fascinating illustrations of scientific devices used to study 
the movements of humans and animals.  $ 250.00 



A 16TH CENTURY ORGANIC APPROACH TO SEXUALITY 

 
27. MARTIUS, Galaeottus [MARZIO, Galeotto] 
 
Galeotti Martii Narniensis, De doctrina promiscua lirer [sic]: varia multipliciq. eruditione refertus, ac nunc primum in lucem 
editus.  Florence: Laurentium Torrentinum, 1548. 8vo. Contemporary vellum; an excellent copy with bookplate of the 
Princes of Liechtenstein, contemporary inscription on title and contemporary annotation on verso of final blank.  
 
First edition of Martius’ scholarly and philosophical miscellany. In addition to chapters covering poisons, 
pharmacology, and astrology, Martius includes discussions on everything from the moon’s effect on tides to 
explanations of why the zodiac has animal names. He answers such questions as “why joy and fear kill suddenly” or 
“why the blood of the corpse flows in the murderer’s presence.” He also writes extensively on the positive medical 
benefits of coitus (with a comment that “the perfect marriage is between a blind woman and a deaf man”).   
             $ 4500.00 

28. MEDICAL INSTRUMENT CATALOGUES 
 

--- MARIO PADILLA 
 
Instrumentos de cirugia. Aparatos para laboratorio. Equipos para 
hospitales.  Mexico, D.F., [not after 1933]. 8vo. Printed wrappers. 
Filled with photographic images. Medical catalogue with literally 
thousands of instruments available. The catalogue is divided into 
11 sections and includes (among others) diagnostic and surgical 
equipment, syringes and hypodermic needles, anaesthesia, medical 
furniture and laboratory equipment.   (offered with) 
 
--- DEZENG-STANDARD CO.  
 
Optometrical instruments and ophthalmologic apparatus.  Philadelphia, 
1908. 8vo. Printed wrappers. Everything the optometrist or 
ophthalmologist would need.    $ 300.00 
 
 



 
LANDMARK INTRODUCTION TO DRUGS FROM THE NEW WORLD 

 
29. MONARDES, Nicolas 
 
Joyfull newes out of the new-found worlde. Wherein are declared, the rare and singuler vertues of divers herbs, trees, plantes, oyles & stones, with their 
applications, as well to the use of physicke, as of chirurgery: which being well applyed, bring such present remedie for all diseases, as may seeme altogether 
incredible: notwithstanding by practice found out to be true. Also the portrature of the said hearbs, verie aptly described . . . Wherunto are added three other 
bookes treating of the Bezaar Stone, the herb Escuerconera, the properties of iron and steele in 
medicine, and the benefit of snow.   London: E. Allde, 1596. Five parts in one. 4to. With 12 
text woodcuts (3 full-page) illustrating herbs and plants. Late seventeenth or early 
eighteenth-century boards. Some annotations and notations through the book, plus a 
number of ownership inscriptions.  
 
Third English edition (first edition Seville, 1569; first English edition, 1577), translated 
from treatises by the Spanish physician Monardes. In addition to describing the uses and 
cultivation of quinine, sassafras, cassava, rhubarb, and ginger, Monardes “was the first to 
write of the vegetable poison curare, and his lengthy description of an even more famous 
American plant introduced to Europe the name ‘tabaco’ and ‘nicotain’ . . .” (Norman). This 
was the “first treatise on Central American drugs, and for many years the most important 
work on the medicinal plants of the New World” (Garrison & Morton). The additional 
works on the medical properties of the bezoar stone, iron and steel and snow appeared first 
in English in the 1580 edition.     $ 17,500.00  



“EPOCH IN THE HISTORY OF MIDWIFERY” 
 

30. OBSTETRICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON 
 
Catalogue and report of obstetrical and other instruments exhibited at the 
conversazione of the Obstetrical Society of London, held, by permission, at the 
Royal College of Physicians, March 28th, 1866.  London: Longmans, 
Green, and Co., 1867. 8vo. With numerous text illustrations. Original 
blind-stamped pebbled cloth.  
 
First and only edition. ‘The exhibition of obstetrical and other 
instruments was “one of the most astonishing historical displays of the 
mechanical appliances of the obstetrical . . . art ever collected in one 
room.’ The exhibition was inaugurated by a converzatione, at which 
about 600 Fellows of the Society and visitors, including many eminent 
foreign physicians, were present” (preface).    $ 500.00 



 
LEGAL RAMIFICATIONS OF COUNTERFEIT DRUGS 

 
31. OKELL, Benjamin 
 
A short treatise of the virtues of Dr. Bateman’s pectoral drops: the nature of the 
distempers they cure, and the manner of their operation.  London: Published and sold 
by vertue of the King’s letters patents under the great seal of Great Britain, 
1726.  Small 8vo. Modern morocco-backed boards.  
 
First edition. An interesting treatise on the benefits of a new drug to cure gout, 

rheumatism, jaundice, stone and gravel, and asthma, with testimonies of numerous satisfied users. Bateman’s Pectoral Drops are now official in 
the National Formulary under the title of Compound Tincture of Opium and Gambir. OCLC locates 1 copy at the British Library (imperfect).
                $ 850.00 

 
 
 

A CONVENTION OF ORTHOPEDIC SURGEONS 
 

32. [ORTHOPAEDICS]. Coup d’oiel sur quelques appareils prothétiques.  Paris: Au Bureau du 
Belletin Général de Thérapeutique, 1862. 8vo. With numerous text illustrations of prosthetic 
devices. Original printed wrappers, uncut and unopened.  
 
First and only (?) printing. This work contains fourteen short articles by famous physicians, 
including presentations of new devices used for massage, artificial limbs, feet (in an article by 
Duchenne de Boulogne), legs, and other amputated body parts. With absolutely wonderful 
illustrations, this work is a medically-substantive journal which appears similar to a company’s 
merchandise catalogue.         $ 350.00 



PHOTOGRAPHS OF NOBEL PRIZE WINNERS IN MEDICINE 
 

33. [PHOTOGRAPHY COLLECTION] 
 
A fascinating photograph album containing 64 photographs of winners 
of the Nobel Prize in Medicine. With the exception of 6 missing 
photographs, images of all those who were awarded the Nobel Prize 
are present from the first recipient, Emil Adolph von Behring in 1901, 
to the 1956 recipient, Dickinson W. Richards. Included is the first 
woman to win the Prize, the American Gerty Theresa Radnitz in 1947. 
A complete list of images is available upon request.   $ 1250.00 
 

34. PHRENOLOGY COLLECTION 
 

We are pleased to offer a small collection of phrenology works 
(18 titles), priced individually or as a group. Three of the titles 
are listed hereinbelow; the full list, with prices and descriptions, 
are available upon request. 
 
 
34 A. BARLOW, T.  
 
A phrenological guide, designed for students of their own 
character. New York: T. Barlow and L.N. Fowler, 1838.  Small 8vo. 
With 37 text figures. Stitched, lacking wrappers, soiled. Filled out in 
pencil for S. Gage by L.N. Fowler.  
 
First edition of the earliest American phrenological guide printed by 
Fowler. Two earlier books on phrenology had been published but 
neither contained the forms and instructions for determining one’s 
own character phrenologically.    $ 500.00 
 

 



PHRENOLOGY (continued) 
 
34 B. GRIMES, J. Stanley 
 
A new system of phrenology. Buffalo: Oliver G. Steele, 1839. 8vo. Frontispiece of 
phrenological bust with leaf of explanation, 8 full-page plates with numerous figures. 
Morocco-backed cloth boards.  
 
First edition. Grimes, president of the Western Phrenological Society, developed his 
own “new system” with a three-fold division of functions into ipseal (self-regarding), 
social (other-regarding) and intellectual (relation regarding). Because of an attack by 
O.S. Fowler, Grimes’s system made little headway.    $ 400.00 

 
34 C. WELLS, S.R., DRAYTON, H.S. & SIZER, N. (Eds.) 
 
The phrenological journal and life illustrated. A repository of science, literature, & 
general intelligence, devoted to ethnology, physiology, phrenology, sociology, 
psychology, education, mechanism, agriculture, natural history, & to all those 
progressive measures which are calculated to reform, elevate, & improve mankind, 
spiritually, intellectually, & socially.  New York: Wells & Co., 1875. Issues for January-
June, 1875. 8vo. Numerous text illustrations, including portraits of various dignataries (Ezra 
Cornell, Charles Kingley, New York Mayor William F. Havemeyer, among many others). Half 
calf and pebbled cloth.  
 
The scope of the articles and entries are amazing. Everything from more in-depth journalistic 
biographical pieces to the musings of correspondents about absent mindedness, flirting, and 
parts of the body (every part!). The editors even provide advice on agriculture. No wonder 
phrenology was so popular.              $ 250.00 
 



 
CHILD’S INTRODUCTION TO THE HOSPITAL 

 
36. PYNE, Mable 
 
The hospital.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company; Cambridge: The 
Riverside Press, 1962.  
8vo. Illustrated in red and black. Original illustrated cloth binding, 
original dust jacket (ages 4-8); in excellent condition.  
 
First and only (?) edition. “A first trip to the hospital can be a pretty 
awesome experience, especially if you’re not very old. But with this 
gay and sprightly book even the most apprehensive will come to see 
the hospital as a bustling, friendly place filled with all kinds of things 
to help them get better soon” (from the dust jacket). Explains what 
doctors and nurses do, makes giving blood seem like lots of fun, and a 
hospital stay a general good time. Weird propaganda!   $ 200.00 

 
YES, CHOCOLATE IS INDEED A CURE FOR GOUT 

 
35. PINELLI, Michele 
 
Nuovo sistema dell’origine, o principio della podagra, e suo rimedio.  Opera 
Fisico-Medico-Chimica.  Rome: Stamperia di Pietro ferri incontro la 
Curia Innocenziana, 1734. 4to. Lacking the engraved portrait of the 
dedicatee. Contemporary vellum boards.  
 
First edition of this early treatise on the origins and treatment of 
gout, framed in terms of physical, medical and chemical principles. The 
author presents the results of chemical analyses of the blood, urine, 
and feces of gout sufferers and argues that, once stabilized, gout is not 
incurable. In separate chapters Pinelli presents the views of Paracelsus 
respecting gout, the first to suggest a chemical as opposed to a 
humoral cause for the disease, as well as those of Willis and Ettmuller, 
and of the Cartesians, in each case followed by his counter arguments. 
He recommends treating gout by topical applications of an ointment of 
the famous Legno Orientale, drinking Cocoa corallato (yes, chocolate is a 
cure, here with tincture of coral), dietary treatment including the 
consumption of juices and oils of citrus fruits, as well as therapeutic 
baths, but above all with doses of the Specifico Antipodagrica and Sale 
Duplicato.        $ 750.00 
 



IMPORTANT TREATISE ON THE INEFFECTIVENESS  
OF SMALLPOX INOCULATION 

 
37. RAMAZZINI, Gioseffo 
 
Osservazioni mediche.  Modena: Bartolomeo Soliani, 1767. 12mo. 
Contemporary vellum; an excellent copy.  
 
First and only edition of this scarce work from the great-grandson of 
the renowned physician Bernardino Ramazzini. Written during the 
early days of empirical experimentation with smallpox inoculation 
when many young physicians were excited about the prospects of 
treating diseases with this method, Ramazzini takes a more 
conservative stand, emphatically stating that medical practice is not 
yet prepared to create a useful and effective vaccine, as well as ointing 
out the lack of experience most doctors have in the practice of 
inoculation. OCLC locates 1 copy in America (NLM).  $ 2500.00 

SCHMOOZING WITH NOBELIST RAMON Y CAJAL 
 
38. RAMÓN Y CAJAL, Santiago 
 
Chácharas de café: pensamientos, anécdotas y confidencias.  Madrid: Librería 
de Nicolás Moyam, 1920. 8vo. Publisher’s burgundy cloth.  
 
First and only edition, very rare, of this book of meditations, often 
humorous, by the father of neuroscience. These chácharas (“chitchats”) 
were born from Cajal’s participation in tertulias at Café Suizo, once a 
locus of Spanish culture where intellectuals gathered daily for lively 
discussion. Written towards the end of his life, the text is divided into 
vignettes and anecdotal ruminations throughout eleven chapters 
which cleverly muse over love, immortality, death, education, 
conversation, politics, morality, and many other topics.  $ 4500.00

Ramazzini 



 
 

MASTER OF CLINICAL OBSERVATION 
 
39. RIDLEY, Humphrey 
 

Observationes quædam medico-practicæ inter quas aliquanto susiųs agitur de asthmate et hydrophobia.  London: Jacob 
Tonson, 1703. 8vo. With an engraved plate of the fetal heart. A fascinating binding of marbled sheep.  
 
First edition of Ridley’s rare publication containing clinical observations of thirty-six disorders including 
hydrophobia, asthma, irregular menstruation, colic, etc. In addition, he describes ten cases of dissection of 
morbid bodies, as well as including an important essay on a fetal heart.   $ 1950.00  

RARE RENAISSANCE BOOK OF SECRETS - - 
GENDER OF WRITER SUSPECT 

  
 40. ROSSELLO, Don Timotheo 
 
Della svmma  de’ secreti vniversali in ogni materia parte prima [et seconda].  Venezia: Giovanni Bariletto, 1561. 
Two parts in one. 8vo. Contemporary vellum. Manuscript note on second title that suggests that Rossello is 
an alias for D. Panizza of Venice (?). Also of interest is the different spelling of Venice, “Venegia” on the first 
title and “Venetia” on the second.  
 

First edition, extremely rare, of this important and enigmatic treatise of alchemical, pharmaceutical and 

herbal formulas containing almost every remedy and new mode of therapy for illness as well as the ability to 

remain in good health. Among the topics described are recipes for plague amulets to aphrodisiacs and 

formulas from lip balm to paint pigments and cleaning teeth. Of special interest (especially given the question 

of the gender of the writer) is the formula for a mixture of quail testicles, large winged ants, musk, and amber 

to treat erectile dysfunction. In the same year the present book was published, Isabella Cortese, an Italian 

writer and alchemist, published I secreti della signora Isabella Cortese (The secrets of Lady Isabella Cortese), same 

printer, same printer’s device, and some similarities in recipes. No extended information has been found on 

Cortese and her life. It has been questioned whether Cortese was a pseudonym for Rossello (or vice versa), 

possibly to increase sales.         $ 10,500.00  



 
“GOOD MEDICINES PROPERLY ADMINISTERED GIVE 

ASSURANCE OF HEALTH” 
 

41. SHAW, Peter 
 
The dispensatory of the Royal College of Physicians in Edinburgh.  London: 
William and John Innys, 1727. 8vo. With a listing of names of the 
Fellows of the College and a lengthy index. Contemporary calf.  
 
Second edition, first printed in 1702. The listings cover all aspects of 
pharmacology, from liquids to preparations of minerals and animals. 
The index provides for a quick reference of each named medication.
        $ 450.00 

ESTABLISHING A COMPOTENT MEDICAL PRACTICE 
 

42. SPURGIN, John 
 
The physician for all; his philosophy, his experience, and his mission.  
London: Whittaker & Co., 1855. 4to. Original publisher’s blind-
stamped cloth.  
 
First edition. A scientific and philosophical meditation on a doctor’s 
proper practice with a focus on blood, heredity, human nature and 
inclinations towards good or evil. Spurgin presents a rhetorically 
flourished first-person account of cases throughout his career. He 
begins with the theory that heredity (which we now understand as 
genes, traits, etc.) or “predilections, susceptibilities, and tendencies 
that constitute human nature” are carried and based in the blood. The 
“extraordinary circumstance” that allows blood to carry hereditary 
diseases and the power of changes in blood composition to affect all 
manner of pathologies is explored throughout the book.  $ 450.00 
 

 
THE BASIS OF SEX DETERMINATION 

A LANDMARK WORK INCLUDING THE RARE FIRST 
VOLUME 

 
43. STEVENS, N[ettie] M[aria] 
 
Studies in spermatogenesis with especial reference to the “accessory 
chromosome”.  Washington, D.C.: Carnegie Institution of Washington, 
1905; 1906. Two volumes. 
8vo. With 15 total plates. 
Original publisher’s cloth.  
 
First edition of this 
monumental study of 
c h r o m o s o m a l  s e x 
determination in the sperm 
and egg cells of insect 
species, an early example 
of XY sex-determination. 
The work describes 
Stevens’ research on the 
generation of sperm cells 
(spermatogenesis) and 
the i r  ro l e  in  the 
fertilization of egg cells, 
w i t h  a  f o c u s  o n 
chromosomal differences in 
sperm cells. Studies in 
spermatogenesis influenced 
biologists such as Thomas 
Hunt Morgan and Edmund 
Beecher Wilson, who, after Stevens published her results in Part I, 
revised his previous publications, deleting references to environmental 
influences.      $ 800.00



RARE FIRST TREATISE EXCLUSIVELY ON CEREBROSPINAL MENINGITIS 
 

44. STRONG, Nathan 
 
An inaugural dissertation on the disease termed Petechial, or Spotted Fever.  Hartford: Printing by Peter B. Gleason, 1810. 8vo. Unbound as issued, 
stitched; uncut, wide margins.  
 
First edition of the first treatise published exclusively on what is now known as cerebrospinal meningitis. The work provides a brief time-line of 
the progress of the disease, outlines the effects of the disease on the functions of the body, and then proposes a number of causes of the illness. It 
also discusses several treatments of symptoms, suggesting remedies including camphor, opium, and muriate of mercury (a combination of 
mercury and muriatic acid). Garrison & Morton, 4675.          $ 3500.00 

 
45. STRUWWELPETER COLLECTION 

 
The Struwwelpeter is Heinrich Hoffman’s famous group of stories of children who are not good, do not listen to their parents, and therefore suffer 
the results, often drastic consequences, of their cruel mischief. One story tells of a child who tortures animals receiving a deep bite, another 
receives burns when playing with matches, another is carried off in the wind while playing with an umbrella, never to return. There are children 
who cut off a thumb from playing with scissors and another who refuses to eat his soup and starves to death. Each of these stories has been 
related to psychiatric conditions. Each story has its symbols for a variety of mental problems such as ADHD, hyperactivity syndrome, or anorexia 
nervosa. The Struwwelpeter, first published in 1845, is one of the most successful German children’s books and has been translated into numerous 
languages over the years. We are pleased to offer the following editions: 

 
ONE OF THE SCARCEST OF ALL EDITIONS 

 
45 A. COGGER, Edward P. (Engraver).  
Peter Prim’s story book.  New York: McLoughlin Bros., n.d. (not after 1877). 12mo. With 48 colored 
illustrations. Original publisher’s cloth with cover design blocked with black and gilt and an illustrated 
label of Truant Peter with a fishing pole. Very rare and scarce American publication of cautionary tales. 
The stories of Heedless Johnny, Truant Peter, Pauline and the matches, Inky boys, Simple John, Cruel 
Frederick, Flying Robert, Lazy Charlotte, and Envious Minny are included.   $ 2500.00 



 
EGYPTIAN STRUWWELPETER 

 
45 B. NETOLITZKY, Fritz; NETOLITZKY, Richard; KUZMANY-NETOLITZKY, 
Magdalena 
Der Aegyptische Struwwelpeter.  Wien: Carl Gerold’s Sohn, 1895. 4to. Numerous 
chromolithographed plates. Original color-illustrated boards with the cover title, “999. 
Auflage.” The phrase “Für brave Kinder von 3- ... en” intentionally erased in small panel on 
cover. A group of stories imitating Hoffman’s Der Struwwelpeter set in ancient Egypt. OCLC 
locates 1 copy in America (Penn State).           $ 3000.00 

 

“HIPPIE” STRUWWELPETER 

 
45 C. HACHFELD, Eckart & HACHFELD, Rainer 
Der Struwwelpeter neu frisiert, oder, Lästige Geschichten und dolle 
Bilder: für Bürger bis 100 Jahre, nach Heinrich Hoffmann.  Munich: 
Rütten + Loening, 1969. 4to. Numerous colored illustrations on 
each page. Original illustrated front board illustrating a “modern” 
Peter dressed in uniform holding a cracked egg and rotten 
tomatoes and standing on a platform with an image of Mao’s red 
book and a uniform.  A parody of Hoffman’s Der Struwwelpeter 
pillorying various German political figures of the 1960s, 
including Walter Ulbricht, Conrad Ahlers and Willy Brandt. The 
individual stories pillory various members of the “Grossen 
Coalition,” the governing group of the two biggest political 
parties in the German parliament at the time.  $ 450.00 

TURN OF THE CENTURY STRUWWELPETER 
 

45 D. HOFFMAN, Heinrich 
Struwwelpeter: or, merry stories and funny pictures.  London and Glasgow: Blackie & Son, n.d. 4to. Printed on 
the rectos only. Beautifully illustrated, with the original color illustrated front board showing a somewhat 
up-to-date version of the original slovenly Peter. Includes the title page with all of the colored illustrations, 
and ten great stories (Shock-headed Peter, Cruel Frederick, Harriet and the Matches (what happened to 
Pauline?), Inky Boys, the Man that went out shooting (hilarious),  Little Suck-a-Thumb, Augustus who 
would not have any soup, Fidgety Philip, Johnny Head-in-air, and Flying Robert).  $ 450.00 



 
 
 

HAND-COLORED AMERICAN VERSION 
 

45 E. HOFFMAN, Heinrich; ANONYMOUS 
Slovenly Peter. Cheerful stories and funny pictures for good little folks. From the 
original work with the original illustrations each of which is individually colored 
by hand.  Philadelphia: The John C. Winston Co., n.d. (ca 1910-1920). 4to. 
Hand-colored illustrations everywhere. With the original illustrated 
dustjacket, somewhat worn and stained. A superb copy. This collection 
includes a great number of additional stories (36 in all) of the cautionary 
tales.        $ 450.00 

COMIC-BOOK FORM 
 

45 F. Pauline and the matches and Envious Minnie. Red Riding Hood 
series.  New York: McLoughlin Bros., 1903. Front cover in color. 
The very rare comic-book format of these two excellent stories for 
children.      $ 250.00 
 
 



 

 
 

ONE OF THE EARLIEST REFERENCES TO LAUDENUM 
 

46. SWALVE, Bernardus 
 
Disquisitio therapeutica generalis, sive medendi methodus ad recentiorum dogmata adornata, & walaenae methodo 
conformata. Jenae: Johann Gellnern, 1677. 12mo. Frontispiece. Full calf.  
 
Second edition of this rare treatise on general medicine and healing, complete with an index for quick reference. 
The author tackles a range of ailments from hemorrhoids to the humors, describing their symptoms and various 
treatments and cures. He also mentions laudenum, an opiate derivative that became extremely popular for pain 
management and other conditions through to the twentieth century, but little known or used before the 1660s. 
Thomas Sydenham’s seminal work on the subject, which helped popularize the narcotic, was published only a year 
earlier in 1676.              $ 600.00 
 

ILLUSTRATED EMERGENCY MEDICINE 
 

47. TAMBA GENTOKU 
 
Kokesai kyuho (Emergency remedies for the benefit of the people).  Kyoto, 1789-90. Three volumes. 
Approximately 300 double pages, including nearly 150 woodblock illustrations. Original 
wrappers. Probably one of the earliest illustrated accounts of Japanese medicine.  
 
The work is intended to promulgate medical knowledge among the common people, 
describing how to remedy maladies of various kinds without the aide of a physician. The 
illustrations, many botanical in nature, cover every phase of emergency treatment, including 
revival of the drowned or intoxicated by artificial respiration and treatment by massage. Of 
particular interest is an illustration of the most famous of all moxa spots (“sanri”), located on 
the antero-lateral aspect of the (left) leg, with detailed directions on how to “know” it.  
          $ 5500.00 
 



 
EVERY POSSIBLE REASON (AND CURE) FOR A TUMMY ACHE 

 
48. TRNKA von KRZOWITZ, [Wenzel] 
 
Historia cardialgiae omnis aevi observata medica continens.  Vienna: I.D. Hörlingianis, 1785. 8vo. Contemporary mottled 
calf.  
 
First edition of the earliest historical survey of diseases of the digestive system and its pathology. In the first part, 
the author records every imaginable symptom and possible cause of stomach pain such as anorexia, convulsions, 
arthritis, tumors, ulcers, cancer, and much more. The second part deals with the drugs used for remedies of the 
various ailments.            $ 550.00

SUPERB COPY OF A CELEBRATED BOOK 
 

49. VAN HELMONT, Joan Baptista 
 
Ortus medicinae, id est initia physicae inaudita   [bound with]  
 
Opuscula medica inaudita . . . .  Amsterdam: Ludovicum Elzevirum, 1648. Two 
volumes in one. 4to. Full-page engraved portraits of the author and his son. 
Contemporary full red vellum, with the original tabs marking the various parts; 
interior excellent.  
 
First edition of the Ortus medicinae, together with the complementary edition of the 
Opuscula medica inaudita normally found bound with it. The Ortus medicinae is the 
masterwork of one of the most original geniuses in the history of science. Van 
Helmont is celebrated as one of the first to conduct quantitative biological 
experiments; one of the founders of biochemistry; one of the first to recognize that 
there are several air-like substances and the originator of the word “gas” (from the 
Flemish pronunciation of the Greek word “chaos”) to describe them; and the author 
of the modern ontological conception of disease. PMM, 135.  $ 4000.00 



DISEASES OF THE BRAIN 
 

50. WEPFER, Johann Jakob 
  
Observationes medico-practicae, de affectibus capitis internis & externis. . . .  Tiguri: apud 
Heideggerum & Soc., 1745. 8vo. Portrait of the author, woodcut head- and 
tailpieces, full-page engraving. Contemporary vellum, sprinkled edges; an excellent 
copy.  
 
Later edition (editio altera) of Wepfer’s comprehensive treatise on brain diseases, 
first printed posthumously in 1727. This edition includes an excellent biography of 
the author.       $ 500.00 

LOCALLY PRINTED BROADSIDE RELATED TO CONJOINED TWINS 
NO COPIES LOCATED 

 
51. [WESTON, R.] 
 
The Biddenden Maids. A short, but concise account of Elisabeth and Mary Chulkhurst, who were born 
joined together by the hips and shoulders, in the year of our Lord 1100, at Biddenden, in the County of 
Kent; commonly called the Biddenden Maids.  Biddenden: Printed and sold by R. Weston, 1805. 
Broadside. 12 ½ x 8 3/4 inches.  
 
A charming broadside relating the story of the Biddenden Maids and advertising the charity 
supplied in their names on Easter Sunday. This amounted to 500 loaves and lumps of cheese to be 
given to the poor of the parish of Biddenham and special cakes to be distributed among visitors to 
the village. The cakes were made with plain flour and water and bore an image of the Maids on 
their surface. The Biddenden Maids themselves were famous for living 34 years and for the 
refusal of the surviving sister to be separated at the death of her twin, which refusal resulted in 
her own death some six hours later. The story goes that upon their deaths the twins bequeathed 
their land to the Village, which came to be known as the Bread and Cheese lands as the income 
therefrom was used to pay for the charitable distribution of food. In 1907, the Bread and Cheese 
Lands were sold for housing, and the resulting income allowed the annual dole to expand 
considerably, providing the widows and pensioners of Biddenden with cheese, bread and tea at 
Easter and with cash payments at Christmas. Biddenden cakes continue to be given to the poor of 
Biddenden each Easter and are sold as souvenirs to visitors.   $ 1200.00 



 

EXTRAORDINARY ARCHIVE OF MANUSCRIPTS AND OVER 700 LETTERS ON  

GYNAECOLOGICAL SURGERY AROUND THE WORLD 
 

52. HARRIS, Robert Patterson 
 
I.  A record of gastro-hysterotomy in the United States, 1878.  (offered with)  A record of the caesarean operations 
which have been performed in the United States, 1879. Two volumes. 4to. [ii], 87; [ii], 119 pp. From the 
collections of Lawrence Longo (see Provenance below).  
 
Two extraordinary manuscripts containing the results of years of study undertaken by Professor Robert 
Patterson Harris on caesarean sections performed in America. Prefaced by a brief history of the procedure, 
Harris lists 111 case histories from the beginning of the nineteenth century up to 1878. Some of his 
statistical information was utilized in his articles published in the American Journal of Medical Science.  
 
At a time when the hazards involved with performing caesarean sections were still considered by many to 
be too great a risk to undertake, the present journals provide a fascinating insight, both for medical and 
social historians, into gynaecological practices of the nineteenth century. The case studies yield valuable 
statistical information about obstetrical procedures, births and birth defects, and infant mortality, as well 
as giving a striking portrait of the state of health care for women and children, particularly African slaves, 
during the period. For each entry Harris cites the name of the surgeon, the age and race of the mother, the 
cause of the difficulty, the length of labor before surgery was considered, and the result to both mother 
and child, often with additional general remarks included. Of particular interest, Harris identifies the 
states with the highest and lowest success rates. 
 
II.  Archive of approximately 700 manuscript letters, the majority of which are written to Harris from 
physicians around the world. Harris played a fundamental role in lowering maternal mortality with this 
operation from about 95% in 1870 to 5% by 1900. Each letter is substantive, relating the type of procedures performed and the outcome thereof. 
Some of the letters indicate the social aspects of the procedures in the particular location, including how common it is at the time (to perform a 
caesarian section, for example), and the feelings and concerns of medical professionals in the area about intervening with the procedure. The 
archive also contains a number of smaller manuscripts and notebooks by Harris with his conclusions on the data he gathered and presented in the 
two larger manuscripts previously described. Included in the archive are ten manuscript letters on abdominal surgery from Lawson Tait (1845-
1899), a prominent British physician remembered for his contribution to extrauterine pregnancy and its treatment and for introducing the 
operation to remove the ovaries and tubes. In addition, there is an ALS by the Italian physician Pietro Loreta (1842-1902) that describes his first 
pyloroplasty performed in 1883 (see Garrison & Morton, 3477).  



Harris was also a mentor to Howard A. Kelly (1858-1943) of Johns Hopkins, widely known as an innovator in gynecology and abdominal surgery. 
The archive includes photocopies of eight letters written to Kelly by Harris between July and August 1887 on laparotomy cases in extra-uterine 
pregnancies, other cases, Harris’s horticultural interests, and cantaloupes. In sum, this monumental archive represents one of the most compre-
hensive and substantive group of documents available with respect to the historical transformation of support (or lack thereof) for the use of cae-
sarian section in deliveries where deemed necessary. It reflects the attitudes and pragmatic experience of surgeons around the world in utilizing 
this procedure during the nineteenth century. 
 
PROVENANCE 
This collection was put together by Dr. Lawrence Longo (1926-2016), a reknown expert on prenatal biology and founder of the National Insti-
tutes of Health Center for Perinatal Biology at Loma Linda University. Considered one of the most influential figures in the fields of prenatal and 
perinatal developmental biology, Longo authored more than 350 scientific papers, and edited or authored 20 books. The manuscripts and letters 
were collected as primary research for articles published on Howard A. Kelly and his colleague and friend Robert P. Harris (see Transactions & 
Studies of the College of Physicians of Philadelphia, 24:93-136, December, 2002 and January, 2003).     $ 35,000.00 



53. MEDICAL EPHEMERA 
 

Humorous and insightful collection of medical ephemera, mainly short 
publications, or magazines, encompassing everything from the care of 
teeth to advertisements to alarming articles on “Secrets of the 
Dissection room in St. Bartholomew’s Hospital.” This collection of 62 
heavily illustrated items spans the mid-nineteen through mid-
twentieth century. It reveals the way people communicated popular 
medical information (and often pseudo-science, pulp, or children’s 
literature) to a general public, be it through songbooks or colorful 
illustrations.         $ 2500.00 
 
A complete list available upon request. 



54. NINETEENTH & TWENTIETH  CENTURY MEDICAL ALMANACS 
 

Born from ancient and medieval traditions the almanac became one of the most common household books after the bible. These texts often 
contained a calendar, lunar cycles, tidal tables, weather forecasts, optimal times for farming and planting, holidays or church festivals, 
astrological guides to medicine or bloodletting, and various other chronological information for specialized audiences. This large collection 
spanning 109 volumes of charming nineteenth and twentieth century medical almanacs includes discussions of various ailments and their 
treatments, general information about health and wellbeing, and advertisements, many of which are heavily illustrated.  $ 5000.00 
 



NINETEENTH & TWENTIETH  CENTURY MEDICAL ALMANACS 



A FINE SELECTION OF VICTORIAN MEDICAL 
TRADING CARDS 

 
55. [TRADING CARDS]. Nineteenth century. 
 
Originating in eighteenth-century England’s, trading cards were a 
clever form of advertisements, which reached its zenith in popularity 
during the Victorian era. These mass-produced cards contained an 
arresting image on one side and an advertisement or relevant 
information on the reverse. This set contains of over 550 medical 
trading cards spanning from medical cure-alls to bookstores and 
pharmacies.       $ 4500.00 
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