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A SELECTION OF BOOKS 
 

OFFERED AT TWENTY-FIVE PERCENT OFF THE LISTED PRICE 

 
***** 

 
 

PRESENTATION COPY 
 
1. ADAMS, John Quincy 
 
Oration on the life and character of Gilbert Motier de LaFayette. Delivered at the request of both houses of the 
Congress of the United States, before them, in the House of Representatives at Washington, on the 31st December, 
1834.  Washington: Printed by Gales and Seaton, 1835. 
 
8vo. 94 pp. Contemporary straight grain morocco, rebacked. An excellent copy inscribed to David Potts 
Jun from John Quincy Adams on a presentation slip inserted before the title page, and with the ownership 

signature of Ralph R. Ritzman on the fly-leaf.   $ 6000.00 
 

First edition of Adams’ biography of Gilbert du Motier 
(1757-1834), until June of 1790 the marquis de La Fayette. 
Lafayette was a French military officer who participated in 
both the American and French revolutions. As a result of 
his services, he was twice granted Honorary Citizenship of 
the United States, once in 1824 and again, posthumously,    
in 2002, one of only six persons to be so honored. 

 
Books inscribed by Adams (1767-1848) are quite scarce. It is probable that the 
presentation leaf was placed into the book at the original binding, as it contains 
heavy offsetting from the title. Potts (ca. 1794-1863) was elected to the State 
House of Representatives of Pennsylvania before being elected as an Anti-Masonic 
candidate to the twenty-second through twenty-fifth Congresses        
(March 4, 1831 - March 3, 1839). 
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A MONUMENTAL SURGICAL TEXT 
 
2.  CALLISEN, Heinrich 

 
Principia systematis chirurgiae hodiernae in usum publicum et privatum 
adornata.  Copenhagen: Chr. Gottlob Proft., 1788-90. 
 
Two volumes. 8vo. xl, 687, [1]; xxiv, 700, [12] pp. Engraved 
vignette on titles. Contemporary calf, elaborate gilt spines; an 
extremely attractive set.     $ 750.00 
 
First edition of this celebrated work of surgery, considered by Hirsch 
as the outstanding medical  textbook in Europe and the most 
comprehensive book on operative surgery of its time. This work is 

encyclopedic in scope and covers virtually every subject and 
procedure known, including cancers of the breast and testicles, the use of electricity in surgery, the origins 
and treatments of pain, and of special interest, a section on the nature of epilepsy. 
 
Callisen (1740-1824) studied in Paris and London, where he was a pupil of William Hunter. He was 
appointed professor of surgery at the University of Copenhagen in 1773 where he made important 
contributions to his country, being one of the earliest users of chest percussions as a diagnostic tool and the 
first to introduce Jennerian vaccination. Callisen was famous for his compassionate treatment of patients. 
He was a fine diagnostic technician who introduced several new surgical techniques. 
 
 
 
3.  EVANS, Thomas & EVANS, Robert 
 
Old ballads. Historical and narrative, with some of modern date; collected from rare copies and mss.  London: R.H. 
Evans, 1810. 
 
Four volumes. 8vo. [iv], xxiii, [i], 384; [viii], 364; [viii], 364; [vi], 367 pp. Contemporary green blind-
stamped cloth, spines lettered in gilt, front hinge to Volume I loose; apart from very light scattered foxing, 
a lovely uncut copy from the library of Charles Tyler Prouty, with his bookplate in each volume, small ex-
libris stamps to contents pages.        $ 500.00 
 
New edition of this classic set of songs and ballads by the famous London bookseller. This, the third 
edition, was revised and enlarged by his son, R.H. Evans, also a noted bookseller and auctioneer.  
 
 

 
4.  NEVILLE, Alexander 
 
Alexandri Nevylli angli, de furoribus Norfolciensium Ketto duce, liber unus. 
Eiusdem Norvicus.  London: Henrici Binnemani, 1575.  
 
Two works in one. 4to. [xvi], 156; [xii], 207, [13] pp. Each book with 
separate title, both within woodcut border, and with full-page heraldic 
device to verso, second title with printer’s device. Contemporary English 
calf, re-backed with red morocco spine label; dampstains, some quite heavy, 
and small marginal tears and worming; upper margins of text cut short, but 
all headlines intact. Marginalia and text corrections in a contemporary hand. 
From the library of the eminent Shakespearian scholar Charles Tyler Prouty, 
with his bookplate.               $ 1250.00 
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First edition. Neville (1544-1614) was secretary to Matthew Parker, Archbishop of Canterbury. He 
composed the present account of Kett’s rebellion in Norwich under Edward VI (1549). His work, though 
no apology, nonetheless included words which annoyed the Monarchy, and led to replacement of the 
offending pages. Here, the cancelled text remains. This copy is without the 2 folding plates, as usual.  
 
 
5.  OBERMAYER, A. von 
 
“Über die Wirkung des Windes auf schwach gewölbte Flächen.” In: Kaiserlichen Akademie der 
Wissenschaften, Vol. 104, pt. II.  Vienna: Carl Gerold’s Sohn, 1895. 
 
8vo. 13, [3] pp. Text illustrations. Orignal printed wrappers (front wrapper reinforced) bound into modern 
cloth. Embossed stamp of the Institute of the Aeronautical Sciences on the front wrapper and 
contemporary signature of former owner.       $ 150.00 
 
First edition of the author’s rare offprint of a talk read before the Akademie der Wissenschaften, and 
published in the Zeitschrift für Luftschiffahrt the following year, 1896.  
 
This paper presents Obermayer’s vital research on the principles of wind movement over wing surfaces. It 
contributed to the experimentation which was taking place at the time in an effort to design the first 
effective fixed-wing aircraft, and mentions the work of Lileanthal. 
 
 
6.  PLANCK, Max 

 
Vorlesungen über Thermodynamik.  Leipzig: Von Veit & Comp., 1905. 
 
8vo. viii, 256 pp. Original publisher’s cloth, covers stained. An excellent uncut copy from the library of 
Dutch astronomer Adriaan van Maanen with his signature dated 14 April 1906 on the fly-leaf and his 
presentation bookplate to the Mount Wilson Observatory on the paste-down.  $ 350.00  
 
Second and best edition of Planck’s famous treatise, a presentation of the entire subject from a uniform 
point of view. It describes the developments of thermodynamics and its applications to physical and 
chemical problems. 
 
Max Planck (1858-1947) had a long and active scientific career. His main investigations led to the theory 
that energy is not continuous, but is released in small, discrete, indivisible quanta. He received the Nobel 
Prize in physics for this theory in 1918. 
 
 
7.  POE, Edgar Allan 
 
The bells and other poems. With illustrations by Edmund Dulac.  London: 
Hodder and Stoughton, [1912]. 
 
Folio. Portrait of Poe on title. With 28 full-page colored plates and 10 
smaller chapter vignettes by Dulac. All printed tissue sheets present. Laid in 
is an announcement of an Edmund Dulac exhibition (to “be held by 
Messrs. Ernest Brown and Phillips, at the Leicester Galleries from 
November 23rd until Christmas, 1912”). Original ornate gilt-stamped 
vellum, without ties and a bit bowed.       $ 1200.00 
 
Edition deluxe, Number 317 of 750 copies signed by Dulac. A large, 
uncut copy. 
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8.  READE, Charles 
 
The complete works of Charles Reade.  
New York: Thomas Y. Crowell & 
Company, [n.d.]. 
 
Twelve volumes. 8vo. Each volume 
with engraved frontispiece, titles in 
orange and black. Half-calf over 
marbled boards, spines gilt in 
compartments, black and red labels (a 
few of the title labels faded). An 

excellent set from the library of Louis E. Goodman, with his bookplate.    $ 1000.00 
 
Reade (1814-84) was an English novelist and dramatist. Included in this complete edition of his works is 
It’s Never Too Late to Mend, written with the purpose of reforming abuses in prison discipline and the 
treatment of criminals.  He is best known for The Cloister and the Hearth.  
 
 
 
 
9.  SOLIS [Y RIBADENEYRA], Antonio de 

 
Historia de la conquista de Mexico, poblacion, y progressos de la America 
Septentrional, conocida por el nombre de Nueva Expaña.  Barcelona: En la 

Imprenta de Joseph Llopis, 1691. 
 
Folio. [xx], 548, [15] pp., including half-title and index, complete 
despite numerous pagination printing errors. Title in red and black 
within woodcut border, large engraved vignette above the dedication. 
Contemporary vellum; some waterstaining, otherwise a wonderful copy 
with numerous contemporary annotations and ownership signatures; 
bookplate of James Whiteford Dunham.   $ 2800.00 
 
Second edition of this important source of information and material 
related to the conquest of Mexico by Cortés. De Solis (1610-1686), 
originally a dramatist who became Secretary of State to Philip IV, 
chronicles the years between the appointment of Cortés to command 
the invading Spanish army and the fall of Mexico City. He includes a 
discussion of the relationship between Cortés and Montezuma, as well as details of the lives of the native 
population. It offers an insight into the slaughter of the Indians of Mexico by the Spaniards, highlighting 
the courage of the invaders as they decimate the “savage” natives.  
 
This second edition is of the utmost scarcity, the first having been printed seven years earlier. The 
popularity of this work was supported by numerous editions in many languages over nearly a three 
hundred year period. 
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10.  STEPHENS, James 

 
 
The crock of gold.  London: Macmillan, 1912. 
 
8vo. [viii], 312, [4] pp. Complete with half-title and 2 leaves of 
advertisements. Original green cloth with title on front cover and spine 
in gilt. An excellent copy with a light stain on the back cover. Inscribed 
to (Lady) Frieda Harris from Anna and Charles, 1912 with a note to 
“read pages 119-120.”     $ 650.00 
 
First edition of this wonderful fantasy, an Irish fairy tale for adults. This 
copy has quite the appropriate association - Lady Frieda Harris (1877-

1962) was an artist, occult magician and associate and friend of Aleister 
Crowley. She is best known for her design of Crowley’s Thoth tarot 
cards. 
 
Stephens (1882-1950) was a prolific Irish author and poet whose work 

was inspired by the history and folklore of his native land. Though relatively unknown today, Stephen was 
well received in his lifetime and was friendly with James Joyce. 
 
 
 
11.  STOPES, Marie Carmichael 
 
Contraception. Its theory, history and practice a manual for the medical and legal professions.  London: John Bale, 

Sons & Danielsson, Limited, 1923.  
 
8vo. xxiii, [1], 418 pp. With 4 photographic plates. Original cloth, d.j. (torn).  $ 150.00 
 
First edition of this important work on birth control which includes substantial sections on such medico-
legal topics as abortion and infanticide. 
 
 
12.  WHITING, William 
 
The war powers of the president, and the legislative powers of Congress in relation to rebellion, treason and slavery. 
Boston: John L. Shorey, 1863. 
 

8vo. 143 pp. Original printed wrappers (the wrappers are from the first edition). Excellent condition. 
           $ 250.00 
 
Third edition, first printed the prior year. Whiting states that abolition of slavery is a justifiable and 
necessary performance of the President’s powers as Commander-in-Chief. A copy of this work appears in 
Carpenter’s famous painting of Lincoln signing the Emancipation Proclamation. 


