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BOOTH NO. 320 
 

 
PRESENTATION FROM WILLIAM THOMSON, LORD KELVIN 

1.  AIRY, George Biddle. Encyclopaedia Metropolitana. Scientific Department. Trigonometry. On the figure of 
the earth. Tides and Waves. [London]: [n.p., ca. 1845]. 4to. With 11 plates. Contemporary polished calf.  
Bookplate of the University of Glasgow.  

  First book edition of Airy’s contributions to the Encyclopaedia Metropolitana. The first work covers basic, 
plane, and spherical trigonometry, as well as more advanced work on geodetic operations and construction 
of trigonometrical tables. The second article, one of his most famous papers, describes various methods of 
measurement, treats pendulums, and discusses the determination of the earth’s mean density. The final 
work reveals the various theories and explanations of tides, details experiments related to waves, and 
concludes with a “desiderata in the theory and observations of tides.”   $ 750.00 

 
 

EDITION PRINCEPS, HEAVILY ANNOTATED 
BY A CONTEMPORARY HAND 

2.  ALFONSO X. Tabulae astronomicae. [Venice: 
Erhard Ratdolt, 4 July 1483]. 4to. Gothic type. Printed 
in red and black, rubricated initials in green, yellow, red 
and black, 2 large woodcuts (partially colored by hand). 
Elaborate blindstamped calf in a contemporary style. 
Annotated throughout.  

  Edition Princeps of the Alfonsine Tables, which 

remained in general use until Kepler’s Tabulae 

Rudolphinae. This great achievement was based on the 
Ptolemaic planetary system for explaining celestial 

motion. The tables employed mean solar, lunar and planetary orbits and equations, declination of stars, 
ascension, opposition and conjunction of the sun and moon, visibility of the moon and eclipses, and a 
trigonometrical theory of sines and chords to predict the motion of heavenly bodies. $ 35,000.00 

http://www.rootenbergbooks.com/
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AN ALLEGORY OF HYPOCHONDRIA 

3.  ANNEBBIATI DA VALL’OSCURA, Entusiasmo (pseud.). 

L’ipocondria composizione anacreontica di N. N. poeta archisidereo sotto nome 

di Entusiasmo Annebbiati da vall’oscura dal medesimo dedicata agli alunni del 

seminario archipatetico. . .  Firenze: Appresso Pietro Gaetano Viviani, 
1758. 4to. With engraved title vignette and 5 plates on 3 leaves. 
Contemporary gilt-paneled vellum.  
  First edition, extremely rare, of this allegorical poem on 
hypochondria. Although the identity of the Italian poet who penned 
this work remains unknown, his chosen pseudonym, which translates 
to something like “Bleary Enthusiasm of the Dark Valley” is 
nonetheless amusing. The story follows the narrator and protagonist, 

Fabrizio, through the Kingdom of Hypochondria where he meets its queen and her entourage of 
gruesome characters, a scene brought to life in one of the five wonderful plates included in this work.  
           $ 5500.00 
 

RESULTS OF IMPRUDENT BEHAVIOR 

4.  [ANONYMOUS]. The accidents of childhood, narrated in 

short stories, calculated to deter youth from similar action. Edinburgh: 
Oliver and Boyd, [1824]. 12mo. in 6’s. Frontispiece, engraved 
title, and 29 stories, each with a charming engraved illustration. 
Original calf-backed boards. 
 First and only edition, with one other copy recorded. The 
stories describe the dangers to which children are exposed and 
what can happen to an imprudent child. A few of the 29 stories 
include activities such as playing with knives and scissors, 
candles and fire, boiling pots and pans, tormenting bulls and 
animals, and so much more. It was important to impress upon 
children to follow their parents’ advice so as not to end up with the terrible consequences described in the 

book.           $ 1250.00 
 

RARE EDITION WITH SUPERB WOODCUTS 

5.  ARCHIMEDES. Archimedes opera.  Paris: Claude Morel, 1615. Folio. Title in red and black with 
printer’s device, woodcut mathematical diagrams throughout. Contemporary calf, rebacked; annotations 
and ownership signature of Thomas Willughby.  
  First edition of the complete works of Archimedes edited by David Rivault containing all of his 
monumental contributions to science: the discovery of the principle of specific gravity and methods for 
calculating the centres, circle measurements, the quadrature of the parabola and spirals, techniques of 

analysis, his theoretical work on mechanics and hydrostatics, an approximation of the value of π, and his 
treatment of the numeration of large numbers.      $ 7500.00 

 
SPECIAL COPY -- THE FIRST SKIN GRAFT 

6.  BARONIO, Giuseppe. Degli innesti animali.  Milan: Dalla Stamperia 
e Fonderia del Genio, 1804. 8vo. Engraved frontispiece portrait and 2 
copperplates. A superb uncut copy on large and extra thick paper in the 
original hand-blocked printed wrappers. Contemporary (possibly the 
author’s) text annotations.  
  First edition. This landmark work in the history of plastic surgery details 
the results of Baronio’s experiments on autogenous skin grafting in 
animals. The technique was successfully applied in humans some thirteen 
years later.      $ 4500.00 
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FOR MORE ACCURATE LONG-DISTANCE SHOOTING 

7.  BASHFORTH, Francis. On the motion of projectiles, founded chiefly on the 

results of experiments made with the author’s chronograph. (bound with) Supplement to 

a mathematical treatise on the motion of projectiles. . . .  Asher & Co., 1873; 1881. 
Two works in one. 8vo. Frontispiece engraving and 2 full-page engraved plates. 

Modern cloth.  
  First editions. Bashforth invented a chronograph to measure the effect of 
resistance of air on ballistics. After explaining the limitations of experiments on 
ballistics undertaken by Galileo, Newton, Bernoulli, Euler, Legendre, Lambert, 
Poisson and others, Bashforth relates how he undertook to construct a 
chronograph in order to obtain a “satisfactory solution of any question in 
gunnery.” The use of the chronograph in experiments, especially with long 
shots, is detailed.      $ 750.00 
 
 

 
 

EARLY CHILD PSYCHOLOGY 
8.  BERTALL [Pseudonym of D’ARNOUX, Charles 

Albert]. Mlle Marie Sans-Soin.  Paris: Librairie de L. 
Hachete et Cie., 1867. 4to. With hand-colored 
illustrations. In a lovely blue embossed cloth with a large 
gilt illustration on front cover.  
  First edition. This is a story told in verse of an 
exceptionally troubled child with numerous problems, and 
the fates that befall her when she has misbehaved. Whether 
they call her naughty or careless, this small girl named 
Marie sets herself on fire, floods her house, falls in a pond, 
and destroys all her toys and clothes. She discovers her 

destiny as well as the moral. The author, Charles 
D’Arnoux (Bertall is an anagram of his middle name) was one of the most famous illustrators of the period. 
OCLC locates four copies of this first edition, with only one in America at Princeton.  $ 450.00  
 
 
 

 
 

THE FIRST FRENCH BOOK ON NAVIGATION 
NO COPIES IN AMERICA 

9.  BESSARD, Toussaint de. Dialogue, de la longitude . . . .  
Rouan: Messgissier, 1574. 4to. Woodcut printer’s device on title, 
full-page portrait of author facing impressive coat-of-arms. With 20 
text woodcuts, including illustrations of instruments, and 3 tables. 
Nineteenth-century vellum.  
  First edition of this extremely rare treatise, the first work printed in 
France on navigation and one of the earliest attempts to determine 
longitude at sea.     $ 65,000.00 
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FIRST PRINTED BOOK ON METALLURGY 

10.  BIRINGUCCIO, Vannuccio. Pirotechnia. . . .  Venice: [Giovan Padoana], 1550. 4to. Title with 
elaborate woodcut illustrations of various machines and apparatus. Vellum-backed marbled boards; 
contemporary annotations throughout.  
  Second edition, “written for the practicing metallurgist, foundryman, dyer, type-founder, glass-maker, 
and maker of gunpowder, fireworks and chemicals used in warfare” (Dibner). Biringuccio here gives the 
earliest account of typecasting and the making of statues, medallions, and bells. “Agricola freely borrowed 

several sections of the Pirotechnia for use in his later work” (Hoover). The woodcuts depict furnaces for 
distillation, bellows mechanisms, and devices for boring cannon and drawing wire. According to Smith & 
Gnudi, the translators of the English edition, this second edition is far superior to the first edition of 1540. 
           $ 8500.00 
 

 
 

COMPLETE WITH THE OFTEN-MISSING INDEX 

11.  BLACK, Joseph. Lectures on the elements of chemistry, delivered in the 

University of Edinburgh. . . .  Edinburgh: Mundell and Son, 1803. Two 
volumes. 4to. With 3 full-page engraved plates. Contemporary tree calf; pp. 
737-762 from another copy of the first edition, not uniform. Overall an 
excellent copy, complete with the often-lacking index.  
  First edition. Black, who occupied the chair of chemistry at Edinburgh for 
over thirty years, was one of the most popular and celebrated lecturers of the 
last half of the eighteenth century.   $ 3500.00 
 
 
 
 

 

12.  BOOLE, George. “On the comparison of transcendents, with certain applications to the theory of 

definite integrals.” In: Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society of London. For the year MDCCCLVII. 
Vol. 147, Part III, pp. 745-803.  London: Taylor and Francis, 1858. 4to. With 6 plates. Original printed 
wrappers; uncut and unopened.  
  First edition. Boole states his intention to demonstrate “a fundamental theorem for the summation of 
integrals whose limits are determined by the roots of an algebraic equation,” as well as the “application of 
that theorem to the problem of the comparison of algebraic transcendents.” This is the complete Part III of 

the Philosophical Transactions for the year 1858, which also includes works by Cayley and Airy, among 
others.            $ 950.00 
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A BRANDED BOOK 

13.  BORELLI, Giovanni Alfonso &  BERNOULLI, 

Johann. De motu animalium . . . editio nova. . . .  Naples: 
Typis Felicis Mosca, de aere Bernardini Gessari, 1734. Two 
works in one. 4to. With 19 plates. Ownership brand on top 

fore-edge.  
  Borelli’s famous work applying mechanics to muscles (first 
published posthumously in 1680-1681) together with Johann 
Bernoulli’s treatises applying mechanics to fermentation, along 

with his Dissertation de motu musculorum. This classic work 
established muscular mechanics as a science and was important 
in the history of cardiology and circulation.  $ 1200.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ORIGINAL PHOTOGRAPHS OF BOSTON’S MAIN LINE ELEVATED 

14.  [BOSTON ELEVATED RAILWAY COMPANY]. Rolling stock and electrical apparatus. [Boston: 
Boston Elevated Railway Co., 1900-1901]. 4to. With 66 
mounted black and white original silver gelatin 
photographs.  
  A unique rolling stock album of photographs made for 
the Boston Elevated Railway Company (“BER Co.”), 
furnishing an outstanding historical visual record of the 
construction of what would eventually become the 
Metropolitan Transit Authority, now the Massachusetts 

Bay Transportation Authority. BER Co. was formed to 
build elevated railway lines to the suburbs of greater 
Boston, as opposed to the subway throughout the center 
of Boston, the first portion of which was opened at the 
end of 1897.     $ 4500.00 

 
 

 
“MASTERPIECE OF SCIENTIFIC LITERATURE” (Horblit) 

15.  BOYLE, Robert. The sceptical chymist; experiments and notes.  Oxford: 
Henry Hall for Ric. Davis, and B. Took, 1680. Two parts in one. 8vo. 
Contemporary paneled calf. As in most copies, without the rare advertisement 
leaf. Overall an excellent copy.  
  First complete edition (first printing of part II, second edition of part I) of the 
most famous book in the history of chemistry, “marking the beginning of the 
modern period of the science,” and extremely rare. Boyle sets forth his 
corpuscular theory of the constitution of matter, which finally freed chemistry 
from the restrictions of the Greek concept of the four elements, and which 

became the forerunner of Dalton’s atomic theory. “The sceptical chymist is 
concerned with the relations between chemical substances rather than with 
transmuting one metal into another. In this sense the book must be considered 
as one of the most significant milestones on the way to the chemical revolution 
of Lavoisier” (PMM).     $ 28,000.00 
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THE PREMIER OF TASMANIA 

16.  BRADDON, Sir Edward. Thirty years of Shikar.  
Edinburgh and London: William Blackwood and Sons, 
1895. 8vo. With lovely text illustrations and large 
folding colored map. Publisher’s cloth.  

  First edition of the memoirs of Sir Edward Nicholas 
Coventry Braddon (1829–1904) following his 
departure from India where he had been a government 
magistrate. In 1878 he moved to Tasmania, becoming 
active in politics and ultimately its Premier, a post held 
from 1894 to 1899.    $ 1200.00 

 
 

PRELIMINARY TREATISE FOR THE LIBRARY OF USEFUL 
KNOWLEDGE 

ONE OF 26 PRESENTATION COPIES 

17.  [BROUGHAM, Lord Henry]. A discourse of the objects, advantages, and 

pleasures of science.  London: Baldwin and Cradock, 1828. 8vo. With numerous 
mounted illustrations. Original boards.  
  Second edition, greatly enhanced from the 48-page first printing the prior year. 
A special copy, one of 26 printed on thick India proof paper with special 
illustrations and signed by the author. Originally published as the preliminary 

treatise to the The library of useful knowledge, this work sought to make esoteric 
science and math related subject matter accessible to the middle and working 
classes.        $ 450.00 
 

 
 
 

MARVELOUS ANATOMICAL ILLUSTRATIONS 

18.  BROWNE, John. Myographia nova sive musculorum omnium. 
Amsterdam: Joannem Wolters, 1694. Folio. Engraved frontispiece portrait 
and 40 extraordinary engraved anatomical plates. Contemporary calf, 
rebacked.  
  A handsome copy of the scarce second edition. Browne’s anatomical 
atlas of the muscles was one of the most popular anatomies of its time. 
The work is notable as the first to have names of the muscles engraved 
directly upon the plates.     $ 2500.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

19.  CAUCHY, Augustin-Louis. Mémoire sur la théorie de la lumière.  Paris: chez De Bure Fréres, 1830. 
4to. Sewn as issued; an excellent uncut and unopened copy.  
  First edition of Cauchy’s rare and celebrated treatise containing his first theory of crystal-optics. The 
author also treats the matter of double refraction, and Fresnel’s sine and tangent laws of polarization by 
suitable boundary conditions, as well as the problem of spurious longitudinal vibrations.  $ 1500.00 
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PROSPECTS FOR AMERICA AS AN INDEPENDENT NATION 

20.  CHASTELLUX, Francois Jean Marquis de. Travels in North America in the years 1780, 1781, and 

1782, translated from the French by an English gentleman who resided in America at that period . . . with notes by 

the translator. London: G.G. J. & J. Robinson, 1787. Two volumes. 8vo. With 5 folding plates (2 maps, 2 
views, and 1 plan). Contemporary quarter maroon morocco over cloth.  

  First English edition. The book is a compilation of Chastellux’s journal entries reflecting on his extensive 
travels in America, with a primary focus on the political and social condition of the colonies and their 
prospective future as a nation. The travelogue by Chastellux, a personal friend of Washington and 
Jefferson, is still to this day an enjoyable read.      $ 1200.00 
 

THE RESPONSIBILITES OF THE PRIESTHOOD 

21.  CHRYSOSTOMUS, Johannes. Dialogi de dignitate sacerdotii. [Cologne: Ulrich Zel, not after 1472]. 
4to. Rubricated with red capitals and initials throughout. Half-calf over marbled boards. Dated bookplate 
of Gilbert R. Redgrave of Pollard & Redgrave (bibliographer, STC) with his annotations and signature 
dated 1895. An excellent copy with wide margins.  
  Chrysostomus (AD 348-407) is regarded as one of the “Fathers of the Eastern Church” and one of the 
greatest preachers of all time. This work is a lengthy dialogue on the priesthood, discoursing on the 
manifold weighty responsibilities of priests, warning of the political pressures that bear on priestly elections, 
insisting that priests must be able to speak well in public, and comparing the life of a priest to that of a 
monk.            $ 20,000.00 
 

 
 

SECOND EDITION OF COPERNICUS’ DE REVOLUTIONIBUS 
THE FIRST WITH RHETICUS’ NARRATIO PRIMA 

22.  COPERNICUS, Nicolaus. De revolutionibus orbium coelestium, libri VI . . . 
Basel: Heinrich Petri, [September, 1566].  Folio. Contemporary vellum.  
   Second edition of Copernicus’ epochal work, the first to propound the theory 
of planetary orbits. Added here for the first time is Rheticus’ famous tract, 

Narratio prima, first published in 1540, containing the actual first announcement 
of Copernicus’s system.      $ 180,000.00 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A DESIRABLE COPY 

23.  COXE, William. Account of the Russian discoveries between Asia and America, to which are added, the 

conquest of Siberia, and the history of the transactions and commerce between Russia and China.  London: Printed 
by J. Nichols and for T. Cadell, 1780. 4to. With 5 large 
folding plates. Modern quarter calf over boards.  
  First edition. This significant source on Russian 
exploration and expansion into the northern Pacific in 
order to open trade with Alaska and the Aleutian Islands 
is fascinating. “Coxe made suggestions which led the 
Russians to promote expeditions of discovery to the 
north parts of Siberia. His list of works on the subject, 
and his observations on the fur trade between the 
Russians and the Chinese, are very valuable” (Hill). 
     $ 5500.00 
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RARE AMERICAN POSITIVIST JOURNAL 

24.  CROLY, David Goodman. The modern thinker: an organ for the most 

advanced speculations in philosophy, science, sociology and religion. New York: 
American News Company, 1870. 8vo. Each article is printed on different 
colored paper. Original printed wrappers bound into contemporary quarter-calf 

over marbled boards.  
  First edition, extremely rare, of a journal that was published in three issues only; 

we offer the first issue here. The modern thinker “served as a vehicle for the 
positivist and Spencerian positions of the publisher and a small circle of 
colleagues, including the utopian socialist John Humphrey Noyes.” Croly states 
that since no existing magazines provide expression to the advanced thought of 
the time on philosophical, scientific and religious issues (so as not to give offence 
to any possible patron), this journal will support the discussion of those subjects, 
even if the result is to “shock many old prejudices, and to create a good many 
new ones.” Among many articles are ones that discuss the future of marriage; the sexual question; scientific 
propagation; religion and science; good and evil, and their origin; the subjection of women; and social 
reconstruction. Croly was the father of Herbert Croly, the founder of the modern liberal movement in 
America.          $ 1500.00 
 

DEVASTATING DISASTERS 

25.  DARTON, William. The first chapter of accidents. (offered with) The 

second chapter of accidents and remarkable events: containing caution and instruction for 

children. (offered with) The third chapter of accidents and remarkable events: 

containing caution and instruction for children.  London: Darton, Harvey, and 
Darton (first two items); Philadelphia: Jacob Johnson, 1801-1807. Three 
volumes. 12mo. With full page and text copper engravings throughout each 
volume. The first volume is in the original printed wrappers, which is quite 
rare; the second and third are early marbled wrappers in excellent condition.  

   First editions of the First chapter and the Second chapter, second of the Third 

chapter. Each book contains amazing stories of childrens’ accidents that usually 
end in disaster. Of the many scenarios involved, a few of the more dangerous 
accidents include playing with fire, falling in a well, slavery, bear and lion 

attacks, being shot by an arrow, sinking in a boat, and falling from a balloon. Incredible!  $ 3500.00 
 
 

THE GENESIS OF THE THEORY OF EVOLUTION 

26.  DARWIN, Charles, FITZROY, Robert, & KING, P. Parker. Narrative of the surveying voyages 

of His Majesty’s ships Adventure and Beagle. . . .  London: Henry Colburn, 1839. Four volumes. Complete 
with 44 lithographed plates and all of the maps and charts. Original cloth.  

  First edition, first issue recording the historic voyage of the Beagle. The third volume, Darwin’s Journal, 
was his first published book.         $ 85,000.00 
 
 

SIGNED BY LEONARD DARWIN PLUS A DARWIN LETTER TIPPED IN 

27.  DARWIN, Charles. On the origin of species by means of natural selection. . . .  London: John Murray, 
1859. 8vo. Contemporary half-morocco over marbled boards. An excellent copy inscribed by Leonard 
Darwin with related material bound in at the end, including a 2-page letter signed by Darwin, and an 
unrecorded offprint of a paper on Darwin’s work.  
  First edition of Darwin’s historic and pioneering work on the theory of evolution; certainly the most 
important biological book ever written.  The half-title is inscribed  by  Leonard  Darwin:  “This is the first 
edition of the Origin - written by my  father - containing a passage on p. 184 which he always regretted to 
have omitted in later editions -- 10 April 1927.”      $ 120,000.00 
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28.  DARWIN, Charles. The descent of man, and selection in relation to sex.  London: John Murray, 1871. 
Two volumes. 8vo. Green half morocco; interior excellent.  
  First edition, second issue, of Darwin’s classic work on comparative anatomy. By comparing the 
physiological and psychological aspects of man and ape, he fills in what had been merely suggested in the 

Origin: that man’s ancestor, if still alive today, would be classified among the primates and on a lower scale 

than the apes. The last chapter is an added essay on sexual selection. The word “evolution” occurs here for 
the first time in any of Darwin’s works.       $ 3000.00 
 
 

PRESENTATION COPY 

29.  DODGSON, Charles L. Euclid and his modern rivals.  London: Macmillan & Co., 1879. 8vo. 
Frontispiece (“Theorems of Euclid I Arranged in their Logical Sequence”). Polished calf by Riviere. 
Presentation inscription in Dodgson’s purple ink to Rev. W.A. Barclay dated March 27, 1879.  

  First edition of the author’s famous contribution to analytic geometry. Euclid and his modern rivals is a five-

act comedy about a mathematics lecturer, Minos, in whose dreams Euclid debates his original Elements 
with the modern mathematicians of the day.      $ 7500.00 
 
 

THE TRUE FIRST EDITION 

30.  [DODGSON, Charles Lutwidge]. CARROLL, Lewis. The game of logic.  London: Macmillan 
and Co., 1886. 8vo. Complete with printed envelope containing the card diagram and all 9 counters. 
Original red cloth, gilt lettering. 
   First edition; both the title page and envelope are dated 1886. According to Williams, no more than fifty 
copies were printed. A delightful game on logic, it combines various forms of syllogization derived from 
his interest in mathematics along with his whimsical literary interest in nonsense.  $ 7500.00 
 
 
 

INTO THE ABYSS: EARLY UNDERWATER TECHNOLOGY 

31.  DU TEMPLE, M.L. Du scaphandre et de son emploi a bord des navires.  
Paris: Arthus Bertrand [1861]. 8vo. With 1 double page plate and 1 folding 
plate. Morocco-backed marbled boards, with the original printed wrappers 
bound in.  
  First and only edition. While primitive underwater breathing methods had 
been around for centuries, the first real technological push towards underwater 
exploration was the diving bell chamber, and thereafter individual suits. The 
Cabriol suit (featured here) includes a metal helmet secured to the collar, 
allowing the user more flexibility and freedom of movement. The book 
presents a basic outline of the mechanisms involved, the nomenclature, and 
various safety procedures.     $ 3500.00 
 
 
 

ENGLISH TOBACCONIST AND INVENTOR 

32.  DUNHILL, Alfred. The gentle art of smoking.  New York: G.P. Putnam’s Sons, [1954]. 8vo. 
Illustrated with drawings throughout. An excellent copy in the original illustrated dust jacket. (Offered 

with) Three U.S. patents on pipes, dated 1915, 1923, 1935.  
  First edition. According to Dunhill, this is the story of tobacco and the use of it, from the earliest times in 
America, Europe, Asia, and Africa. Included are discussions regarding the magical properties of smoke to 
the changing fashions of smoking pipes, snuff, cigars and cigarettes.    $ 750.00 
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A CELEBRATION OF THE AMERICAN WEST 

33.  DUNRAVEN, Earl of [WYNDHAM-QUIN, Windham Thomas]. The great divide; travels in the 

Upper Yellowstone in the summer of 1874.  London: Chatto & Windus, 1876. 8vo. With half-title, 
frontispiece plus 14 full-plate engravings and 2 folding maps. Later white marble covers backed in cloth.      
First edition, written a few years after the establishment of Yellowstone as a national park in 1872. 
Dunraven praises the United States for their national parks, exclaiming that the “privilege of viewing the 
marvels of nature . . . should forever be free to all nations and all people.” In this personal account, he 
views the area’s natural wonders and observes local culture.    $ 1250.00 
 
 

GENERAL RELATIVITY 
34.  EINSTEIN, Albert. Die Grundlage der allgemeinen Relativitätstheorie.  Leipzig: J. A. Barth, June, 1916. 

8vo. Original printed wrappers on rippled paper. An uncut copy, ownership signature on the front 
wrapper, preserved in a half-morocco solander box.  

  First separate printing of Einstein’s classic paper. Not an offprint from the Annalen der Physik as is often 
thought, but a completely new setting of type with significant and important additions and revisions, 
including an introduction published here for the first time.     $ 8500.00 
 
 

35.  EINSTEIN, Albert & INFELD, Leopold. The evolution of physics. The growth of 
ideas from the early concepts to relativity and quanta.  Cambridge: University Press, 1938. 
8vo. With 3 plates and several text illustrations. Original cloth and dust jacket in very 
good condition, price clipped; interior clean.  
  First British edition. Intended as an explanation of the totality of Einstein’s 
accomplishments for the layperson, the publication of this book was extraordinarily 
successful.         $ 450.00 
 
 

BROWNIAN MOTION 

36.  EINSTEIN, Albert. Investigations on the theory of the Brownian movement.  London: Methuen & Co., 
[1926]. 8vo. Publisher’s cloth.  
  First edition in English of six of Einstein’s works regarding Brownian motion. Einstein’s original papers 
support his prediction that random motions of molecules in a liquid impacting on larger suspended 
particles would result in irregular, random motions of the particles.    $ 350.00 
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“FIRST COMPLETE EDITION OF EUCLID’S WORKS” 

37.  EUCLID. Euclidis megarensis mathematici clarissimi elementorum 
geometricorum libri XV. . . .  Basle: Johann Herwagen, 1546. Folio. 
Contemporary vellum (remboitage); contemporary annotations on the 

first few leaves of text.   
  A large, wide-margined copy. According to Zeitlinger, it is “the first 
complete edition of Euclid’s works.” It contains Theon’s explanation of 
the first thirteen books rendered in Latin by Bartholomaeus of Venice, 
plus the explanation by Campanus for all of the books, and by Hypsiclis 
of Alexandria for the last two. To these are added the Phaenomena, 
Catoptrica, and Data, as well as the first printing of the Opusculum de 
Levi & ponderoso, a fragment of which was discovered just as the 
present work’s first edition was about to be printed. $ 12,000.00 
 
 
 
 

 
OPTICAL INVESTIGATIONS 

38.  FARADAY, Michael. “Experimental relations of gold (and other metals) to light.” In Philosophical 

Transactions of the Royal Society.  London: Taylor & Francis, 1857. 4to. With 14 engraved plates. Original 
printed wrappers.  
  First edition, first printing of the author’s Bakerian Lecture, his last contribution to the Royal Society. 
Here Faraday describes optical investigations on very thin films of gold and on ruby-colored suspensions of 
ultra-microscopic particles of gold in various liquids. The importance of Faraday’s observations on the 
conception of colloid chemistry was not fully realized until about forty years later. This is the complete 

Part I of the Philosophical Transactions for the year 1857, and also includes works by Edward Sabine, 
Lubbock, Owen, Matteucci, and Cayley, among others.     $ 650.00 

 
 
 

WRITTEN BY THE GOVERNOR OF FLORIDA 

39.  FLEMING, Francis P. Memoir of Capt. C. Seton Fleming, of the second 

Florida infantry, C.S.A. Illustrative of the history of the Florida troops in Virginia 

during the war between the states. With appendix of the casualties.  Jacksonville, Fla.: 
Times-Union Publishing House, 1884. 8vo. Full-page illustrations of Colonel 
George T. Ward and General E.A. Perry. Green cloth over limp boards.  
  First edition. This work is one of the few sources of primary information on 
the role of Florida troops who served in Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. 
The author, brother of Captain Seton, was the governor of Florida between 
1889 and 1893. A democrat, he was a strong opponent of civil rights for 
blacks and a supporter of segregation. He is known locally for removing from 
office Florida’s only black judge, James Dean of Monroe County, because he 
had married a white man to a black woman.    $ 1500.00 
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THE FAMOUS EXPERIMENTS ON MERCURIC NITRATE 

40.  FONTANA, Felice. Recherches phisiques sur la nature de l’air nitreux at de l’air déphlogistiqué. Paris: 
Chez Nyon l’aîné, Libraire, rue Jean-de-Beauvais, 1776. 8vo. Full mottled calf. Bookplate of previous 
owner, “Bilharz,” possibly anatomist Theodore Bilharz (1825-1862), known for his description of the 
parasitic disease called bilharziasis, now known as schistiosomiasis.  

  First edition of this rare and valuable work describing the author’s experiments on nitrous and 
dephlogisticated air (oxygen). Fontana, the foremost researcher on the properties of gases and one of the 
greatest Italian scientists of the century, here explains why calx (oxide) can be reduced without the 
addition of a phlogiston, an unmeasurable fire-like element released during combustion. It is here that 
Fontana also describes his experiments on dissolving mercury in nitric acid to produce mercuric nitrate and 
the evolution of oxygen on heating this salt. These famous experiments on mercuric nitrate were in fact 

described by Priestley in his Experiments and observations (1777).    $ 5000.00 
 

 
 
WONDERFUL MAPS AND ILLUSTRATIONS 

41.  FORREST, Captain Thomas. A voyage to New 
Guinea, and the Moluccas, from Balambangan: including an 

account of Magindano, Sooloo, and other islands.  London: 
G. Scott, 1779. 4to. Engraved frontispiece portrait of 
the author plus 32 engraved plates and maps. 
Contemporary calf.  
  First edition of a truly amazing journey from one of 
the most experienced ship captains sailing the eastern 
seas. Forrest here documents a trade journey he made 
on behalf of the East India Company, starting from a 
small settlement on the island of Borneo and sailing east 
to the northern coast of New Guinea. He explores New 
Guinea, the Moluccas, Mindanao, then finally to the 

Malay Peninsula. More than just a geographic or ethnographic study, this travel narrative includes topics of 
interest for every collector, such as an encounter with a wild boar to descriptions of multi-day wedding 
ceremonies. An entire chapter is devoted to the “Cinnamon Tree in Ceylon,” its properties, and medicinal 
uses, complete with a botanical illustration of cinnamon leaves. Including panoramas, coastal charts, and 
items exchanged with Chinese vessels, the book concludes with the very important English to Magindano 
and Papua vocabulary.         $ 4000.00 
 

NEW DISCOVERIES 

42.  FORSTER, George. A voyage round the world, in His Britannic Majesty’s sloop, Resolution, commanded 

by Capt. James Cook, during the years 1772, 3, 4, and 5.  London: B. White, etc., 1777. Two volumes. 4to. 
Large folding map in Volume I. Modern calf binding with morocco spine labels.  
  First edition of a remarkable achievement, “an important and necessary addition” (Hill) to the account of 
Cook’s second voyage. Cook was the first to cross the Antarctic Circle, and on his return to the area near 
New Zealand an astonishing series of discoveries and rediscoveries were made, including Easter Island, the 
Marquesas, Tahiti, New Hebrides, New Caledonia, and a number of smaller islands. Forster chronicles 
each location, describing the physical attributes as well as the inhabitants. The author, along with his father 
Johann Reinhold Forster, accompanied Cook on the Resolution as naturalists, with the intention of 
preparing the official account of the voyage. Notwithstanding a dispute with the Admiralty over payments, 
this work, in the son’s name only, was published six weeks before Cook’s own final official account. The 
competing publications only served to increase the rancorous relationship between Cook and the Forsters, 
which took on majestic proportions, feeding a slew of ensuing books and articles.   $ 5500.00 
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43.  FOURCROY, Antoine Francois. Elementary lectures on chemistry and natural history.  Edinburgh: C. 
Elliot; G. Robinson, London; and W. Gilbert, Dublin, 1785. Two volumes. 8vo. Contemporary calf.  
  First edition in English of the author’s first major work, based on seventy lectures given in his laboratory. 
The book contains valuable descriptions of the elements and their properties, chemical affinities, mineral 
waters, and organic chemistry.          $ 1500.00 

 
 

 
 

UNPOPULAR VIEWS ON MENSTRUATION 

44.  FREIND, John. Emmenologia . . . translated into English by Thomas Dale, 
M.D.  London: T. Cox, 1729. 8vo. Engraved printer’s device. Full calf.  
  First edition in English of the first text on menstruation which appeared 
during the eighteenth century. Freind believed menstruation resulted from a 
plethora in the body, and because of erect posture the blood escaped via the 
uterus and vagina. Though his views on menstruation were not very popular, 
he provided some significant medical insight into the subject, such as proving 
by a calculation that the amount of blood passing through the umbilical cord 
would be sufficient for the needs of an embryo.  $ 650.00 
 
 
 
 

 
GOSSIP JOURNAL FOR LAWYERS 

45.  FULLER, Horace. The green bag. A useless but entertaining magazine for 

lawyers. Boston: The Boston Book Company, 1889; 1890; 1891. Three 
volumes. 4to. Hundreds of photographic portraits and illustrations throughout. 
Half green morocco over marbled boards.  

  First edition of the lawyers repository of knowledge. The first volume 
contains, among other articles, a history of Harvard Law School by Louis 

Brandeis, numerous discussions of murder cases, and lawyer jokes. The green 
bag, which went to 26 volumes (1914), was devoted to current legal news and 
gossip.       $ 450.00 
 

 
  

RECONCILING ASTROLOGY WITH THE NEW ASTRONOMY 
- - NO COPIES IN AMERICA 

46.  GARIBUS, Ioannis. De phoenomenis ostentis, ab anno MDCXLI ad 

MDCL.  Venetiis, Apud Iuntas, 1651. 4to. With a beautiful title vignette, 10 
full-page woodcuts, and historiated and decorated initials throughout. Italian 
blocked printed paper over boards.  
  First edition of a great rarity that brings together elements of astronomy 
with traditional astrology. Accompanying the text are the most striking 
features of this volume, the ten magnificent woodblock prints, each of 
which depicts a celestial phenomenon that occurred between 1641-1650, 
including the year, the reigning constellation and event itself, told through 
memorable emblematic visual imagery.   $ 21,500.00 
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DO YOU KNOW WHAT A TANGRAM IS? 

47.  GIRAUD, Giovanni. Al gioco cinese chiamato il rompicapo. Appendice di figure reappresentanti l'alfaeto, le 

nove cifre dei numeri arabie, domini, bestie, case case, cocchi, barche, urne, vasi, ed altri 

suppellettili domestichi. . . .  Florence: At the sign of the anchor, 1818. 8vo. 
With 122 figures on 12 engraved sepia plates. Original printed rose-colored 

wrappers over soft paper boards. An excellent copy of a great rarity with only 
3 copies located in America (Harvard, Princeton and Cleveland).  
  First edition of a work on an ancient creation. The tangram is a dissection 
puzzle with seven pieces (five different sized triangles, a square and a 
rhomboid) in which players recombine them to form various shapes such as 
animals, letters, numbers, and other objects. The tangram was said to be 
invented in China thousands of years ago, then carried to the west by 
nineteenth-century traders. Archimedes apparently designed a tangram-like 
puzzle called Loculus in the third century BC. The game helped train memory 
and logic, boosting shape recognition, problem solving, and pattern design 
skills. It is noted that the Pythagorean theorem was discovered in the Orient 
with help of tangram pieces. The tangram has also been referred to as the 

earliest psychological test in the world.      $ 5500.00 
 

ORIGINAL OFFPRINT OF GÖDEL’S PROOF 

48.  GÖDEL, Kurt. “Über formal unentscheidbare Sätze der Principia Mathematica und verwandter 

Systeme I.”  Offprint from Monatsheften für Mathematik und Physik, XXXVIII, Band I.  Leipzig: 
Akademische Verlagsgesellschaft, 1931. 8vo. Original printed back wrapper; front wrapper in facsimile 

(from the copy owned by Princeton University, with Überreicht vom Verfasser printed on top).  
   First edition of the first printing of Gödel’s Proof, the single most celebrated result in mathematical logic. 

This paper, On Formally Undecidable Propositions (Gödel’s Incompleteness Theorem), in which he proved 
that arithmetic was incomplete, is of legendary rarity.     $ 55,000.00 
 

THE PRECURSOR TO BURTON’S ANATOMY OF MELANCHOLY 

49.  GRAHAME, Simion. The Anatomie of humors.  Edinburgh: Thomas Finlason, 1609. 4to. Tipped in 
is a leaf with 2 pages of nineteenth-century manuscript dealing with the history of this book. A handsome 
copy in nineteenth-century russia.  
   First edition of the original printed treatise, exceedingly 
rare. This work describes the melancholy or humors of man. 
Like so many other writers on the subject, including Bright 
and Burton, Grahame’s inducement was due in great part to 
his own experiences with depression and melancholy. It is 
interesting to note that many historians feel that this book 
was the major source of inspiration and indeed the original 

suggestion for Burton’s Anatomy of melancholy, which is 
considered the greatest medical treatise ever written by a 
layperson.     $ 35,000.00 
 

CIRCULATION IN PLANTS AND ANIMALS 
50.  HALES, Stephen. Vegetable staticks; or, an account of some statical experiment on the sap in vegetables: 

Being an essay towards a natural history of vegetation. (offered with) Statical essays: containing haemastaticks, or, 

an account of some hydraulick and hydrostatical experiments made on the blood and blood vessels of animals.  London: 
Printed for W. Innys and R. Manby, and T. Woodward, 1727; 1733. Two volumes. 8vo. With 19 plates. 
Bookplate of Myron Prinzmetal.  
  First edition of both volumes. The first is Hales’ classic on the physiology of plants, the second his 

pioneering invention of the manometer, with which he was the first to measure blood pressure. PMM, 
189a; Dibner, 26; Horblit, 45a.         $ 8500.00 
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51.  HOFFMANN, Heinrich. Der struwwelpeter oder lustige geschichten 
und drollige bilder fur kinder von 3-6 Jahren 228 Auflage mit dem jubilaums-

blatt zur hundertsten auflage.  Frankfurt am Main: Literarische Anstait 
von Rutten & Loning, [ca. 1890]. 4to. With wood-engraved colored illustrations and text.  
   This is the famous group of stories of children who are not good, do not listen to their parents, and 
therefore suffer the results, often drastic consequences, of their cruel mischief. One story tells of a child 
who tortures animals receiving a deep bite, another receives burns when playing with matches, another is 
carried off in the wind while playing with an umbrella, never to return. There are children who cut off a 
thumb from playing with scissors and another who refuses to eat his soup and starves to death. Each of 
these stories has been related to psychiatric conditions, symbols for a variety of mental problems such as 
ADHD or hyperactivity syndrome. The boy who refuses to eat has been described as suffering from 
anorexia nervosa.         $ 650.00 
 
 

52.  HUMBOLDT, Alexandre de. A geognostical essay on the superposition of rocks, in both hemispheres.  
London: Longman, Hurst, Rees, Orme, Brown, and Green, 1823. 8vo. Contemporary cloth.  
  First edition in English of Humboldt’s most significant work in geology, in which he treats the 

superposition of rocks, and introduces the terms “Jurassique” and “Jura formation.” $ 850.00 
 
 
 

 

53.  HUNTER, John. A natural history of the human teeth: explaining their structure, 

use, formation, growth & diseases. (bound with) A practical treatise on the diseases of the 

teeth intended as a supplement to the natural history of those parts.  London: J. Johnson, 
1771; 1778. Two works in one. 4to. Complete with the rare half-titles to both 
parts. With 16 copperplates. Full calf in a contemporary style.  
  First edition of each work. Classics in the history of dentistry, Hunter correctly 
described “the growth and development of the jaws and their relation to the 
muscles of mastication,” and was the first to recommend complete removal of the 
pulp in filling teeth. These two books “revolutionized the practice of dentistry and 
provided a basis for later dental research.”   $ 7500.00 
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NEWTON ATTACKED! 

54.  [HUTCHINSON, John]. Moses’s principia. Of the invisible parts of 

matter; of motion: of visible forms; and of their dissolution, and reformation. 

(bound with) Moses’s principia. Part II. Of the circulation of the heavens. Of the 
cause of the motion and course of the earth, moon, &c. Of the religion, philosophy, 

and emblems of the heathens before Moses writ, and of the Jews after. In confirmation 

of the natural history of the Bible.  London: J. Bettenham, 1724, 1727. 8vo. 
Contemporary calf. (offered with) [HUTCHINSON, John]. An essay 

toward a natural history of the Bible, especially of some parts which relate to the 

occasion of revealing Moses’s principa.  London: J. Bettenham, 1785. 8vo. 
Contemporary calf.  

  First editions. During the period after publication of Newton’s Principia, 
and after it became more widely read, the number of groups of thought in 
opposition were many, and for many reasons. The major issue was 

theology; the Principia seemed to “undermine traditional doctrines of the 

Christian religion.” It is in Hutchinson’s work, Moses’s Principia, that he 
attempts to defend his interpretation of the cosmology of the Bible, against 
that of Newton and Dr. Samuel Clarke, who publicized Newton’s ideas. Hutchinson also attacked Clarke 
for his heterodox views on the Trinity as well as for his Newtonian natural philosophy. $ 2500.00 
 
 

CAUSES AND TREATMENT OF GOUT 

55.  INDIA, Francesco. De gutta podagrica, chiragrica, et arthritica libri duo. . . .  Veronae: Societatis 
Aspirantium Cura, 1600. Small 4to. Contemporary stiff paper binding.  
  First edition of this rare work. By the end of the sixteenth century, medical knowledge of gout had not 
progressed much past wild guesses regarding diet. Purging and bleeding to restore balance were still the 
most widely prescribed remedies, though various other treatments (some quite disgusting) were also 
experimented with. This treatise by the Veronese natural philosopher and physician Francesco India (fl. 
1590’s) includes a great many tables to assist in identifying the various types and treatments of the disease. 

Quite a forward-thinking work for the time.      $ 3500.00 
 
 
 

MANUSCRIPT PRAYERS FOR THE PROPHET 

56.  JAZULI, Muhammad ibn Sulayman al. Prayer Manual of 

Blessings and Enlightenment invoking the Prophet (title translation). In 
Maghribi script. North Africa, [circa. 19

th
 century]. 4to. Text in 

coloured inks with schematic sketches of the mausoleum, geometric 
headings and ornamentations, several leaves with marginalia and 
inscriptions (one mentioned al-Amir al-Hajj’ Abd ak–Qudir al-
Sharif al Husayni as an owner). Other seals and written notes unable 
to trace. Contemporary blind-stamped morocco wallet binding. 
Colophon contains much information about the manuscript and the 
author.  
  The text is the work of the 15

th
-century Moroccan Sufi al-Jazuli. 

According to his biographers, he was descended from the Prophet, 
like all founders of religious orders. The manuscript comprises a 
collection of prayers for Muhammad, a very popular work in North 
Africa, Turkey, and the Levant, where “the book was used as an 
amulet or charm, and when hung up in a house or carried on the 
person could be the bearer of good fortune.”  $ 1800.00 
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RECREATIONAL FIREWORKS 

57.  JONES, Captain [Robert]. Artificial fireworks, improved to the modern 
practice, from the minutest to the highest branches. . . .   London; Printed for J. 
Millan, near Whitehall, 1776. 8vo. Complete with all 11 folding plates. 
Wrappers; the paste-down also contains handwritten annotations of three 

“Recipes not mentioned in this book” from 1795.  
  Second edition, corrected. An outgrowth of the early fire-festivals, 
pyrotechnic displays were used for both peace and war beginning in the 
seventeenth century. Many books about the mechanics of such displays 
appeared during this time, but Jones’s work “is the first book dealing exclusively 
with recreational fireworks in English since Babington’s classic work of 1635” 
(Philip). The 1776 edition includes three additional folding plates not found in 
the earlier version of the work.     $ 1250.00 
 
 

 
 

CLASSIC HISTORY OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE 
WITH INTERESTING PROVENANCE 

58.  JOSEPHUS [Flavius]. The famous and memorable workes of Iosephus, a man of 
much honour and learning among the Iewes. Translated out of the Latin and French by Thomas 

Lodge, Doctor in Physicke.  London: Printed by J[ohn] L[egat] for Simon Waterson, 

1632. (Bound with) The lamentable and tragicall history of the wars and utter ruine of the 

Iewes, comprised in seven bookes by Flavivs Iosephvs, the sonne of Matthias.  London: 
Printed for Andrew Hebb, 1632. Folio. Woodcut printer’s device and initials. 
Contemporary calf with metal-hinged bosses and clasps engraved “Geo. Godfrey 
Pearce 1884.” Fascinating provenance described on recto of flyleaf handwritten by 
Major George Godfrey Pearce of the Royal Artillary dated October 28

th
, 1884. 

Signature of Edward Tucker-Steward, Rector of Wem, Shropshire, dated December 

23, 1797, as well as a list of authors mentioned in the book. Pearse’ armorial 
bookplate, later bookplate of Claire Allen dated July, 1931, Los Angeles. 
  Originally published in 1602, Lodge’s translation is the first English printing of 
Josephus, of which this is the fourth edition; all printings in English by Lodge are rare. This work is 
paramount for Jewish history as it is known today, and one of the few “classical” Jewish accounts written 
during a period dominated by Christian chronicles.     $ 3000.00 
 
 

JOULE’S MOST VALUABLE PUBLICATIONS 

59.  JOULE, James Prescott. The scientific papers.  London: The Physical Society of London, Taylor & 
Francis, 1884; 1887. Two volumes. 8vo. Frontispiece portrait, 7 plates, 1 large folding table, and numerous 
text illustrations. Original cloth.  
  First edition of Joule’s collected works, containing the first appearance in a book of his most valuable 
paper, “On the caloric effects of magneto-electricity,” as well as his famous treatise, “The mechanical value 
of heat.” The first volume records the research for which he alone was responsible, while the second 
volume includes a number of projects which he carried out in association with Scoresby, Playfair, and 
William Thomson.         $ 850.00 
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EARLY ANATOMICAL WOODCUTS 

60.  KETHAM, Joannes de. Wundartzney zu allen Gebrechen des gantzen Leibs.  
Frankfurt am Mayn: Herman Gülfferichen, 1549. 4to. With 4 large woodcut 

instruments on title, a large double page wound-man woodcut, and small woodcut 
of a zodiac man. Old German pasteboards.  
  Early edition of this rare surgical treatise containing one of the first detailed 
anatomical illustrations printed.     $ 12,500.00 
 
 
 
 

 
THE MATHEMATICAL BASIS FOR THE THEORY OF PROBABILITY 

61.  KEYNES, John Maynard. A treatise on probability.  London: 
MacMillan and Co., Ltd., 1921. 8vo. Complete with the errata 
slip and publisher’s advertisements. Original brown cloth; an 
excellent, clean copy.  
  First edition of this mathematical-philosophical work in which Keynes sought to establish a mathematical 
basis for the theory of probability, as Russell and Whitehead had done for symbolic logic. The book is also 
important for its bibliography of over 600 works on probability.    $ 950.00 
 

 
SCRIPTURAL GEOLOGY SCIENTIFICALLY PROVEN 

62.  KIRWAN, Richard. Geological essays.  London: D. Bremner, 1799. 8vo. Uncut in the original 
boards.  
  First edition of Kirwan’s attempt to reconcile his geological observations with the history of the earth as 
related in Genesis. The first part of the book comprises a basic primer of geology, with a substantial 
amount of chemical and mineralogical information. The final chapter contains a bitter attack on James 

Hutton’s geomorphological theory.        $ 1850.00 
 
 

FOUNDATION OF ANALYTIC MECHANICS 

63.  LAGRANGE, Joseph Louis. Méchanique analitique.  Paris: la Veuve Desaint, 1788. 4to. 
Contemporary polished calf. From the library of Heinrich Christian Schumacher (1780-1850), director of 

the Mannheim Observatory and founder of the journal Astronomische Nachrichten. 
  First edition of the author’s masterpiece which laid the foundation of modern mechanics. It contains the 
discovery of the general equations of motion, the first major contribution to theoretical dynamics after 

Newton’s Principia. Dibner, 112; Horblit, 61.       $ 18,000.00 
 
 

THE ELECTROMAGNETIC THEORY OF MATTER 

64.  LARMOR, Joseph. Aether and matter. A development of the dynamical relations of the aether to material 

systems on the basis of the atomic constitution of matter. Including a discussion of the influence of the earth’s motion on 

optical phenomena.  Cambridge: University Press, 1900. 8vo. Original publisher’s cloth.  
  First edition of Larmor’s most important book on theoretical physics. Larmor developed his theory based 
upon a concept that matter consists entirely of electrons moving about in the aether according to 
electromagnetic laws. His ideas were strikingly parallel to those published almost simultaneously by 
Lorentz, and ultimately became Larmor’s famous version of the Lorentz transformation and the derivation 
of time dilation and length contraction.       $ 450.00 
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INFLUENCED BY LEONARDO AND DÜRER 

65.  LAUTENSACK, Heinrich. Des Circkels unnd Richtscheyts, 

auch der Perspectiva, und Proportion der Menschen und Rosse kurtze, 

doch gründtliche Underweisung dess rechten Gebrauchs. . . .  Frankfurt: 
[Georg Raben for Sigmund Feyerabend and Heinrich 

Lautensack], 1564. 4to. Title in red and black. With 3 folding 
woodcut plates, and 107 woodcut text illustrations. Old vellum.  
  First edition of this rare treatise on perspective and 
draughtsmanship, important for its use by artists, architects, and 
goldsmiths. The woodcuts are the author’s original work, though 
he was clearly influenced by Leonardo and Dürer. The work 
contains elements of linear geometry with more detailed 

presentations of two-dimensional figures and the construction of stereometrical bodies. Another section on 

human proportion owes much to Dürer’s Vier Bucher von Menschlicher Proportion (1525) and also includes 
woodcuts illustrating the proper proportions of a horse.       $ 14,500.00 

 
 

THE MOST IMPORTANT PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE 19
TH

 CENTURY 

66.  LE GRAY, Gustave. Noveau traité théorique et pratique de photographie sur papier et sur verre, contenant les 

publications antérieures et une nouvelle méthode pour opérer sur un papier sec restant sensible huit a dix jours.  (bound 

after) Nouveau traité théorique et pratique de photographie sur papier et sur verre. . . .  (bound with) Supplément 
au catalogue de 1846 et prix-courant contenant les appareils les plus nouveaux de Lerebours et Secretan.  Paris: 
Germer Baillière, etc., Juin, 1850; Paris: Lerebours et Secretan, [1851]; [Paris: Lerebours et Secretan], 
Janvier, 1850. 8vo. The catalogue contains numerous illustrations of photographic and related equipment. 
Contemporary half-calf and marbled boards.  
  The rare first edition of Le Gray’s influential manual including instructions on the preparation of waxed-
paper negatives, together with the greatly expanded second edition and a substantial catalogue of cameras 
and photographic equipment from the leading retailer of the period.   $ 15,000.00 
 

CONFESSIONS OF THE 17
TH

 CENTURY SERVANT 

67.  [LUCAS, Richard]. The duty of servants. . . .  London: Sam. Smith, 1685. 8vo. With an unrecorded 
title page, most likely an earlier issue. Full morocco in an antique style.  
  First edition of this noteworthy treatise describing the religious and moral obligations of those who 
become servants. From responsibilities of the parents of children who know they will choose service as a 
livelihood to a servant’s responsibilities toward the children of the Master, we learn about life in service 
during the 17

th
 century. Perhaps most interesting is the discussion of the relationship between servants, 

including those working for the same Master.      $ 5500.00 
 

 
INCORPORATING COPERNICUS’ IMPROVEMENTS 

68.  MAGINI, Giovanni Antonio. Novæ ephemerides coelestium motum 
annorum 40. incipientes anno domini 1581. usq; ad annum1620: secundum . . . 

Nicolai Copernici hypotheses, prutenicasq[ue] Reinoldi tabulas accuratissime 

supputat, atq[ue] Gregorian correctioni Romani Kalendarij accommodat . . . ad 

inclitæ urbis Venetiarum longitudinem.  Venice: Dmianum Zenarium, 1582. 
4to. Woodcut charts and diagrams. Separate title for each year. 
Contemporary vellum; generally a very good copy from the library of 
Owen Gingerich with his bookplate.  

  First edition of the Novae ephemerides, the second part of Magini’s famous 
tables to 1620, his first published work containing the rare first ephemerides 

for the new Gregorian calendar. He details the calculations of movements of celestial bodies, planetary 
positions, solar and lunar eclipses, fixed stars and much more.    $ 4500.00 
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69.  RARE SOUTH AMERICAN TRAVEL ACCOUNT 

MATHISON, Gilbert Farquhar. Narrative of a visit to Brazil, Chile, Peru, and 

the Sandwich Islands, during the years 1821 and 1822.  London: Charles Knight, 
1825. 8vo. With 4 lovely color plates plus folding map of the Sandwich Islands. 

Contemporary half calf over marbled boards.  
  First edition. This scarce work follows the author’s voyage from Lisbon to Rio 
de Janeiro in 1821, from whence he visits areas of the interior of Brazil, 
including a description of Swiss settlers at Nova Friburgo. Returning to Rio, 
the author sailed around Cape Horn to Chile and Peru before his return to the 
Sandwich Islands. Of particular interest are Mathison’s many descriptions of 
missions and their encounters with native peoples.  $ 950.00 
 
 
 

 

70.  MAUGHAM, W[illiam] S[omerset]. The circle. A comedy in three acts.  London: William 
Heinemann, 1921. 8vo. Original printed wrappers, but without the binder’s leaf before the first blank. 
Small slip tipped in to verso of title from the Samuel French Company regarding representation fees.  

  First edition, first binding state. The Circle, with its heroine leaving her husband and running off with her 
lover, is considered to be Maugham’s best play.      $ 1500.00 
 
 

SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR 

71.  MAUGHAM, W[illiam Somerset]. Cakes and ale: or, the skeleton in the cupboard.  Garden City: 
Doubleday, Doran & Company, 1930. 8vo. Turquoise publisher’s cloth, quite sunned, with some light 
soiling. An uncut copy signed by the author on fly-leaf.  
  First American edition. The most favorably regarded novel by the critics, it was also apparently 
Maugham’s favorite.         $ 1500.00 

 
 

CONTEMPORARY OF COPERNICUS 

72.  MAUROLYCO, Francesco. Cosmographia . . . in tres dialogos distincta. . 
. .  Venice: [Haeredes L. A. Giunta, January], 1543 [December, 1542]. 4to. 
Woodcut printer’s device on title and verso of colophon, historiated initials 
and text diagrams throughout. Our copy includes the rare 4-leaf “Ad 
Lectorem,” a list of the astronomical parameters culled from various 
authorities. Eighteenth-century tree calf.  
  First edition of this outstanding astronomical treatise containing a discussion 
of the earth’s revolution on its axis -- no doubt a remarckably early allusion to 
Copernicus. It is therefore interesting to note that the main part of this work 
was in fact completed October 21, 1535 at Messina (f. 103). However, the 
preface, a dedicatory letter to Cardinal Bembo, is dated February 5, 1540, the 
“Ad Lectorem” (lacking in most copies) is dated December 5, 1542, and the 
publishing date is 1543. This work is also valuable for its connection with early 
Americana; several references are made to the discovery of America and the 
voyages of Columbus and Vespucci.   $ 10,500.00 
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MAXWELL’S THEORY OF COMPOUND COLORS 

73.  MAXWELL, J. Clerk. “On the theory of compound colours, and the relations of the colours of the 

spectrum.”  In: Philosophical Transactions, 150, Part I, pp. 57-84.  London: Taylor & Francis, 1860. 4to. 
With 6 engraved plates. Original printed wrappers.  
  First edition. Maxwell first lays out the history of the theory of compound colors, noting contributions of 

Newton, Helmholtz, Brewster, and others. He describes the instruments he built and his experiments, 

detailing the processes and results. This is the complete Part I of the Philosophical Transactions for the year 
1860, which includes articles by Brewster, De La Rue, Cayley, and others.    $ 950.00 
 
 

EXPERIMENTS WITH POISON 

74.  MEAD, Richard. A mechanical account of poisons in several essays.  
London: Printed by J.R. for Ralph South, 1702. 8vo. With a folding 
engraved plate and explanatory leaf. Contemporary calf.  
   First edition of the first book in English on the investigation of the 
actions of poison. Mead discusses the venom of the viper, tarantula, and 
mad dog, poisonous minerals, plants, opium, and the human exhalation 
by which certain diseases were spread.   $ 600.00 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

WITH SOCIAL COMMENTARY ON MIDWIFERY 

75.  MELLI, Sebastiano. La comare levatrice istruita nel suo ufizio secondo le regole più certe, e gli 

ammaestramenti più Moderni.  Venice: Gio. Battista Recurti, 1750. 4to. With 20 plates. Contemporary 
vellum; an uncut copy with contemporary manuscript notes on the last blank leaf.  
   Third edition, greatly enlarged. An important obstetric work which became a major reference in Italy 
throughout the nineteenth century. In the first part the author describes the female anatomy and that of 
conception. He goes on to discuss signs of virginity, fertility, and sterility. Additional sections deal with the 
unnatural birth, difficult labor, and abortion and the law, with an interesting explanation of the extraction 
of the placenta and cesarean section. Of particular interest, however, is a section on midwifery and the 
practice thereof. In a very forward-thinking manner, Melli states that midwives should not be practicing 
medicine as such, but should focus on their own field and should be able to work on their own, outside 
the supervision of a physician.         $ 3500.00 
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SYMMETRY TO CRYSTALLOGRAPHY 

76.  MILLER, W[illiam] H[allowes]. A treatise on crystallography.  Cambridge: J. 
Deighton; London: John W. Parker, 1839. 8vo. With 10 engraved plates. 
Contemporary boards.  
  First edition. Miller’s treatise was a very popular work on the basic mathematics of 

crystals. In addition to explaining the various systems (octahedral, pyramidal, 
rhombohedral, prismatic, oblique prismatic and double-oblique prismatic), Miller 
discusses twin crystals, goniometers, and how to draw crystals. Miller’s system of 
crystallography “was far more simple, symmetrical, and adapted to mathematical 
calculations than any which had yet been devised.”  $ 1500.00 
 

 
TRAVEL NARRATIVE BY A HIGHLY ESTEEMED WOMAN 

77.  MONTAGU, Lady Mary Wortley. Letters of the right honourable Lady M - - y W - - - y M - - - e: 

written during her travels in Europe, Asia and Africa, to persons of distinction, men of letters, &c. . . . which contain, 

among other curious relations, accounts of the policy and manners of the Turks. . . .  London: M. Cooper, 1775. 
Four books in one. 12mo. Contemporary sheep.  
  Originally published in 1763, this work describes Lord and Lady Montagu’s journey to and stay in 
Turkey in the form of letters home (to Alexander Pope and Princess Caroline among other influential 
figures). This is a very early example of a woman writing about the region, made all the more important 
for the intimate scenes of female life portrayed. Also of note is the preface written by Mary Astell, a 
staunch defender of women’s rights and often considered the first English feminist, and a poem on pages 
267-268 written by Alexander Pope in admiration of Lady Montagu.    $ 350.00 
 
 

INTRODUCING NEW AND MODERN NAMES OF CHEMICALS 

78.  MURRAY, John. A manual of experiments illustrative of chemical science, systematically arranged. Also, 

remarks on the nomenclature, and theory of definite proportions, etc. with the application of tests for the detection of 
metallic poisons, examination of mineral waters; vocabulary of technical terms, &c.  London: Longman, Rees, 

Orme, Brown, and Green, 1828. 12mo. Original boards, printed spine label; interior excellent. From the 
library of Francis Peabody with his signature, bookplate of the Essex Institute with a presentation by Mrs. 
Martha Peabody, and the bookplate of Arnold Thackray.  
  Second edition, enlarged and improved. This work, first printed ca. 1826 (but no copies found), is 
important for setting forth the new chemical nomenclature and modern, systematic names of chemicals. 
Murray also traces the history of chemical combination from Higgins to Dalton. Our copy is complete 
with the “List of Tests or Re-agents required in Chemical Analysis.”   $ 500.00 
 
 

THE SECOND PRINTING OF NEWTON’S PRINCIPIA 

79.  NEWTON, Sir Isaac. Philosophiae naturalis principia mathematica.  Cambridge: [University Press], 
1713. 4to. With 1 folding plate. Contemporary blind-paneled calf.  

  One of only 750 copies printed, this second edition of the Principia was edited by Roger Cotes, who in 
his preface attacks the Cartesian philosophy then still in vogue in the universities. Additional material was 
added by Newton himself, including an expanded chapter on the lunar theory of comets.  $ 35,000.00  
 
 

STILLMAN DRAKE’S COPY OF THE FIRST EDITION OF THE OPTICKS 

80.  [NEWTON, Isaac]. Opticks: or, a treatise of the reflexions, refractions, inflexions and colours of light. Also 

two treatises of the species and magnitude of curvilinear figures.  London: Sam. Smith and Benj. Walford, 1704. 
Two parts in one. 4to. Title printed in red and black. With 19 folding engraved plates; the first 2 are in 
facsimile. Later cloth. From the library of Stillman Drake.  
  First edition, first issue, printed anonymously with only the initials “I.N.” at the end of the 
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advertisements. Regarded as one of the great classics of optics, this work expounds Newton’s corpuscular 
or emission theory of light, and is the first work to contain his optical discoveries in a collected form. It is 
also distinguished for containing Newton’s first printing of the two treatises on curvilinear figures, 
including his invention of “fluxional” calculus. His assertion of priority over Leibniz started a controversy 
which agitated mathematicians for nearly two hundred years.     $ 45,000.00 

 
 

THE FIRST CONTINENTAL EDITION OF THE PRINCIPIA 

81.  NEWTON, Sir Isaac. Philosophiae naturalis principia mathematica . . . editio ultima auctior et emendator.  
Amsterdam: Sumptibus Societatis, 1714. 4to. With folding engraved plate of cometary orbit facing p. 465, 
numerous woodcut diagrams in the text. Title printed in red and black with an engraved device. 
Contemporary vellum over boards.  
  First Amsterdam edition of Newton’s epoch-making work, taken from the second printed edition (1713). 

It is in this edition of the Principia that Newton’s famous additions to the theory of the motion of the 
moon and the planets appear, as well as many other important additions and corrections. This rare printing 
includes Newton’s prefaces of May 8, 1686 and Mar. 28, 1713, as well as the preface of the editor, Roger 
Cotes.            $ 18,500.00 

 
 
 

INVENTION OF THE CALCULUS 

82.  NEWTON, Sir Isaac. The method of fluxions and infinite series; 

with its application to the geometry of curve-lines. . . .  London: Printed by 
Henry Woodfall; and sold by John Nourse, 1736. 4to. Engraved 
frontispiece, interpolated leaf [143-144], and leaf containing errata on 
the recto, publisher’s advertisements on the verso. Paneled sprinkled 
calf in a contemporary style; a large paper copy with very wide 
margins, a few contemporary annotations.  
  First edition of Newton’s treatise on the calculus, a work of great 

importance and rarity. Ready for publication in 1671, it was not until 
1736 that it was finally published in the present English translation by 
John Colson, who added a lengthy commentary.   $ 65,000.00 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PAPERS FROM THE FIRST AND FIFTH SOLVAY CONFERENCES 

83.  [NOBEL SCIENTISTS]. LANGEVIN, P. & DE BROGLIE, M. (Editors). La théorie du 

rayonnment et les quanta.  Paris: Gauthier-Villars, 1912. 8vo. Recent cloth. From the library of Martin J. 
Klein, the first recipient of the Abraham Pais Prize for the History of Physics.  
  First edition. The publication that resulted from the first Solvay Conference of 1911 contains papers 
presented by Einstein (Weil, 52), Sommerfeld, Langevin, Nernst, Marie Curie, Planck, Jeans and Lorentz, 
among others. This conference on radiation and quanta examined applications from classical physics as well 
as quantum theory, and introduces a number of new concepts surrounding both theoretical and 
experimental work then being tested. The Solvay Institute for Physics and Chemistry was founded in 
1912, following the invitation-only 1911 conference which was attended by the world’s top scientists. 

(offered with) Électrons et photons.  Paris: Gauthier-Villars, 1928. 8vo. Recent cloth.  
  First edition. The fifth Solvay conference was perhaps the most famous, as it included luminaries such as 
Einstein, Bohr, Bragg, Compton, Dirac, Schrodinger, Curie, De Broglie and Heisenberg. This was also 
where the famous Bohr-Einstein debates on quantum mechanics began.   $ 5200.00 
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THE RARE FIRST ISSUE WITH AN OUTSTANDING PROVENANCE 

84.  OSLER, Sir William. The principles and practice of medicine. Designed for the use of practitioners and 

students of medicine.  New York: D. Appleton and Co., 1892. 8vo. With the publisher’s catalogue in its first 
printing dated November, 1891. Original half morocco over pebbled cloth. From the library of C[harles] 

H[amilton] Hughes, founder and editor of the journal Alienist and Neurologist, with his presentation 
inscription dated March 13, 1896 to John A. Blackwell, Civil War surgeon, noted writer and diarist. 
Hughes, one of the youngest surgeons to receive a commission in the Union army during the Civil War, 
was President of Barnes Medical College. The annotations in this copy, in Hughes’ hand, are located in 
the section on hysteria.  
  First edition, first issue, with all points called for. Osler’s textbook was considered the best English work 
on medicine of its time, and became a standard text for students and practitioners in every country and 
language in the world.         $ 6000.00 
 
 

85.  [PEARSON, Karl]. Speeches delivered at a dinner held in University College, London in honor of Professor 

Karl Pearson, 23 April 1934.  Cambridge: Privately Printed at the University Press, 1934. 4to. Frontispiece 
portrait of Pearson. Original gilt-lettered cloth.  
  Only edition of this delightful tribute to Karl Pearson on the celebration of his fiftieth year as a professor 
at Cambridge. The speeches here are delivered by many of his past students, colleagues and friends in 
honor of Pearson’s contributions to scientific research.     $ 300.00 
 
 

86.  PIUS II, PONT. MAX (formerly Aeneas Sylvius Piccolomini). 

Epistolae familiares. De Duobus amantibus euryalo et Lucretia. Descriptio urbis 

Viennesis.   Nuremberg: Anton Koberger, 17 July 1486. 4to. Exquisite large 
initial in green, red and blue with gilt background, rubricated initials 
throughout. Contemporary calf, original clasps present, blind-stamped images 
of Jesus (front cover) and Mary (rear cover) in oval cartouches; interesting 
small early red stamps on verso of first blank, last leaf and rear paste-down, 

contemporary annotations throughout. A wonderful copy.  
  Second Koberger edition. The letters addressed to friends and some short 

essays formed a collection of great popularity in the late fifteenth century. Piccolomini, or Pius II (1405-
1464), the “Humanist Pope,” was extremely popular, and his lively writings on a great variety of subjects, 
often secular, found a broad readership. Koberger (ca. 1440-1513) was a German printer who established 

the first press in Nuremberg in 1470. His landmark Nuremberg Chronicle, written by Schedel, was printed in 
1493. He is also well known for his editions of the Bible, first printed in 1475. Interestingly, Koberger was 
Albrecht Dürer’s godfather.        $ 12,500.00 
 
  

87.  POISSON, Siméon Denis. Traité de mécanique.  Paris: Courcier, 1811. Two volumes. 8vo. With 8 
folding engraved plates. Contemporary calf-backed paper boards.  
  First edition. Poisson’s text on mechanics focuses on statics, dynamics, hydrostatics and hydrodynamics. 

This work has been compared with Lagrange’s Mécanique analytique for its explanations of the mathematical 
mechanics of solids.         $ 750.00 
 
 

88.  POUILLY, Louis Jean Levesque de. The theory of agreeable sensations . . . a dissertation upon harmony 
of stile.  London: W. Owen, 1774. 12mo. First blank leaf with holograph quotes. Contemporary tree-calf. 
   First edition in English, translated from the French of the same year. According to the preface, this 
edition contains the author’s true principles of natural theology, of morality, of eloquence, and of taste, 
both with respect to the liberal arts and works of genius and wit.    $ 350.00 
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THE FIRST ENGLISH WORK ON MICROSCOPY 

89.  POWER, Henry. Experimental philosophy, in three books: containing new 

experiments, microscopical, mercurial, magnetical. . . .  London: Printed for John 
Martin and James Allestry, 1664. Three parts in one. 4to. With text 
woodcuts and 1 folding plate. Full calf in an antique style, interior excellent. 

Bookplate of Coward College Library (one of three dissenting academies that 
ultimately came together to form New College in London).  
  First edition, first issue (without errata), of the first English book on 

microscopy, a year before the publication of Hooke’s Micrographia. The book 
is divided into three parts, including microscopical observations, mercurial 
experiments and magnetical experiments. Power details the microscopical 
world and his corpuscularian theory, the experiments of Italian physicist 
Evangelista Torricelli, and current experiments and theories related to 
vaccum. He further takes pains to refute the work of the anti-Copernican 

Jesuit Jacques Grandami. At the end is a short section entitled Subterraneous experiments: or, observations 
about coal-mines.         $ 10,500.00 
 

PRESENTATION COPY 

90.  RAMÓN Y CAJAL, Santiago; SÁNCHEZ, Domingo. “Contribucion al conocimiento de los 

centros nerviosos de los insectos.” Offprint from Trabajos del Laboratorio de Investigaciones biologicas de la 

Universidad de Madrid, XIII. Madrid: Imprenta de Hijos de Nicolas Moya, 1915. 8vo. With numerous text 
illustrations and 2 folding color plates. Original printed wrappers, top wrapper signed “From the Author.” 
  First edition, first printing, of this rare work by the father of neuroscience. A collaboration between Cajal 
and his brilliant student and colleague, Domingo Sánchez, they here examine the central nervous system of 
insects with particular attention to the retina and optic center of the brain.   $ 3500.00 
 
 

91.  RAMÓN Y CAJAL, Santiago. Chácharas de café: pensamientos, anécdotas y confidencias.  Madrid: 
Librería de Nicolás Moyam, 1920. 8vo. Publisher’s burgundy cloth.  

  First and only edition, very rare, of this book of meditations, often humorous, by 

the father of neuroscience. These chácharas (“chitchats”) were born from Cajal’s 

participation in tertulias at Café Suizo, once a locus of Spanish culture where 
intellectuals gathered daily for lively discussion. These ruminations recall the 
dialogues of “philosophers ancient and modern, from Plato and Epicurus to 
Schopenhauer and Herbert Spencer; and we rendered enthusiastic veneration to 
evolution and its high priests, Darwin and Haeckel, and abominated the satanic 
arrogance of Nietzsche” (Cajal). Written towards the end of his life, the text is 
divided into vignettes and anecdotal ruminations throughout eleven chapters which 
cleverly muse over love, immortality, death, education, conversation, politics, 
morality, and many other topics.     $ 4500.00 
 
 

TESTIMONIALS BY WALPOLE, LORD CHESTERFIELD, AND OTHERS 
92.  ROBERTSON, William. The history of Scotland, during the reigns of Queen Mary and of King James VI. 

Till his accession to the crown of England. With a review of the Scotch history previous to that period.  London: A. 
Millar, 1759. Two volumes in one. 4to. Contemporary calf.  
  First edition of what is considered to be the best and certainly the most popular account of the history of 
Scotland up to the beginning of the seventeenth century.     $ 1200.00 
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ORIGINAL OFFPRINTS OF THE INVENTION OF X-RAYS 

93.  RÖNTGEN, Wilhelm Konrad. “Eine neue Art von Strahlen.” Original printed yellow wrappers, 
with ownership signature on front wrapper. (together with) “Eine neue Art von Strahlen. II. Mittheilung 

(Fortsetzung und Schluss).” Original orange printed wrappers. Original offprints from Sitzungs-Berichten der 

Physikalisch-medicinischen. Würzburg: Stahel, 1895; 1896. Two separate papers. 8vo. 

  First edition of the first published reports on the sensational discovery of X-rays -- a form of light 
invisible to the eye which had never before been observed. Röntgen was awarded the first Nobel Prize in 
physics in 1901.          $ 25,000.00 
 

THE BIRTH OF PHYSICAL ANTHROPOLOGY AS A SCIENCE 

94.  RÜTIMEYER, Ludwig & HIS, Wilhelm. Crania Helvetica. Sammlung 

schweizerischer Schädelformen.  Basel und Genf: H. Georg’s Verlagschuchandlung, 
1864. Seven volumes (6 facsicles and text volume). 4to. With 82 unbound 
double-plate lithographs loose in the 6 facsicles. All in original printed wrappers, 
and contained in the original publisher’s printed slipcase.  
  First edition of this elaborate and valuable contribution to ancient and modern 

crania and vertebrate paleozoology. With the publication of Darwin’s Origin in 
1859 and its inescapable implication that living and fossil species are linked by a 
common phylogeny, the primate fossil took on a new significance for 
documenting human genealogy in earlier epochs. It was at this time that physical 
anthropology started to develop as an independent direction of research, and the 
need for standardization of techniques was evident. For the measurement of the 
skull, the use of the horizontal plane line was drawn through the nasal spine and center of the auditory 
meatus. It was in the present work that the horizontal plane was defined.   $ 3500.00 
 

THE FATHER OF AMERICAN ENTOMOLOGY 

95.  SAY, Thomas. American entomology, or descriptions of the insects of North America. Illustrated by coloured 

figures from original drawings executed from nature.  Philadelphia: Samuel Augustus Mitchell, 1824, 1825, 1828. 
Three volumes in one. 8vo. Extra engraved title page in Volume I. With 54 beautiful hand-colored plates, 

each with accompanying text. Full calf in a contemporary style; lacks the title page to Volumes II and III; 
indexes to all volumes appear at the end of volume III. 
  First edition of the first substantive North American book on insects, important for the author’s brilliant 
observations and his descriptions of generic and specific characteristics.    $ 6000.00 
 

AN EXPERIMENTAL GENIUS 

96.  SCHEELE, Karl Wilhelm. The chemical essays of Charles-William Scheele. Translated from the 

Transactions of the Academy of Sciences at Stockholm. With additions.  London: J. Murray, 1786. 8vo. 
Contemporary calf. 
   First edition in English of a most important and now very rare book, edited by Thomas Beddoes. This 
collection “contains accounts of his discovery of hydrofluoric, tartaric, benzoic, arsenious, molybdic, lactic, 
citric, malic, oxalic, gallic and other acids. He also separated independently chlorine, baryta, oxygen, 
glycerine, H2S and obtained salts of manganese and showed how the latter coloured glass” (Duveen, 533). 
           $ 2000.00 
 

A PIONEERING WORK ON CEREBRAL REFLEX ACTIVITY 

97.  SECHENOV, Ivan Mikhailovich. [SETSCHENOW, J.] Physiologische studien über die 
hemmungsmechanismen für die reflexthätigkeit des rückenmarks im gehirne des frosches.  Berlin: August Hirschwald, 
1863. 8vo. Wrappers; a fine copy in folding case.  
  First edition of this extraordinarily rare treatise on the reflexes of the brain. According to Sechenov, 
higher brain function, including any so-called voluntary act, was basically reflex in nature for it was a 
response to sensory stimulation which led to a motor act. Sechenov, the father of Russian physiology, laid 
the foundation for the study of reflexes, animal and human behavior, and neuroscience. $ 7500.00 
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AN EPOCHAL BOOK IN MEDICAL LITERATURE 

98.  SEMMELWEIS, Ignaz Philipp. Die Aetiologie, der Begriff und die Prophylaxis des Kindbettfiebers.  Pest, 
Vienna, und Leipzig: C.A. Hartleben, 1861. 8vo. Contemporary cloth-backed marbled boards.  
  First edition of one of the rarest of the great books in medicine. Semmelweis initiated a policy requiring 
all medical students who had worked in the morgue to wash their hands before touching a pregnant 

woman resulting in a significant decline in mortality rates. Despite the support of overwhelming evidence, 
his theory was violently rejected and resisted. A compelling, yet tragic story.  $ 35,000.00 
 
 

IN SUPPORT OF RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE 

99.  [SERVETUS, Michael]. MOSHEIM, Johann Lorenz. Historia 

Michaelis Serveti.  Helmstadt: Stanno Buchholtziano, 1727. 4to. With the 
famous portrait of Servetus and the scene of his execution, engraved by 
Christian Fritsch. Bound in tan paper wrappers from an edition of Terence.  
  First edition of Mosheim’s impartial investigation of the Servetus 
controversy, which marked a reaction of judgment and trend in favor of 
Servetus, the Spanish physician, theologian and humanist. It includes details 
of the trial and the speech he delivered before being burned at the stake. The 
scarcity of this work is likely due to the fact that it was severely criticised by 
French theologian Armand de la Chapelle, pastor of the French congregation 
at the Hague.        $ 1200.00 
 
 
 

 
 

100.  SHAKESPEARE, William. The poems and sonnets of Shakspere. With an 

introduction by Edward Dowden.  London: Kegan Paul, Trench Trübner & Company, 
1903. 8vo. Frontispiece of the Earl of Southampton in colors after the original 

painting, decorated throughout with initials and ornaments. Limp vellum, Kelmscott 
style.  
  Limited edition, ours being Number 9 of 400.   $ 1500.00 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

DRAMA BETWEEN FAMOUS SCIENTISTS 
ADAM SEDGWICK’S COPY 

101.  SHEEPSHANKS, R[ichard] Rev. A letter to the Board of visitors of the 

Greenwich Royal Observatory in reply to the calumnies of Mr. Babbage at their meeting in June 

1853, and in his book entitled The exposition of 1851.  London: G. Barclay, 1854. 8vo. 
Cloth boards. Signature of A[dam] Sedgwick (1785-1873), a friend of Charles Darwin 
and one of the founders of modern geology, on title. An excellent copy.  
  First edition of Sheepshank’s response to Babbage’s attack against him “for his 
supposed intrigues against the calculating engines, and [Babbage] had also given a 
partisan account of the long-standing quarrel between Sheepshanks and the astronomer 

James South, whom Babbage had sided with in several disputes” (Norman).   $ 1850.00 
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102.  SODDY, Frederick. The interpretation of the atom.  London: John 
Murray, [1932]. 8vo. With 20 plates of photographic images, numerous text 
illustrations, and 2 folding plates. Original cloth, dust jacket in good 
condition with some minor soiling.  
  First edition of one of the author’s most important works. This book was 

intended to appeal to the general reading public as well as students of science 
and discusses radioactive elements and isotopes in addition to the “wider 
application of these fundamental discoveries.”   $ 850.00 
 
 

FIRST ENGLISH BOOK ON 
UNDERWATER MINES AND EXPLOSIVES 

103.  STOTHERD, Major R[ichard] H[ugh]. Notes on defence 

by submarine mines.  Chatham: Printed at the School of Military 
Engineering, 1871. 8vo. With 116 text figures. Modern calf-backed 
marbled boards; an excellent copy.  
  First edition of the first textbook on submarine mining published in 
England. The author distinguishes between a submarine mine and a 
torpedo, emphasizing the offensive and defensive nature of each 
weapon. He proceeds to detail various types of explosives, including 
the best type to use depending upon the location (deep sea, inlets, 

lakes, etc.). Of particular importance are the means of mooring, ways to ignite mines, construction and 
testing, which apparently is quite important in the manufacture and ultimate use of weaponry.   
           $ 1800.00 
 
 

104.  STRACHEY, Edward Sir. Miracles and science.  London: Longman, 
Brown, Green, and Longmans, 1854. 8vo. Morocco-backed printed boards.  
  First edition. Strachey, a close friend of Edward Lear, attempts to direct his 

readers to a comprehension of Biblical miracles based upon very pragmatic 
scientific reasoning. He investigates miracles of the Old Testament, considering the 
biblical text of creation, temptation, and the fall, discussing early historical books to 
modern astronomy and geology. New Testament events such as the gift of 
tongues, loaves and fishes, and the resurrection are examined. His conclusion that 
science will establish a more firm faith in the Christian religion is based upon a 
straight-forward discussion of skepticism and social pragmatism.  $ 450.00 

 

 
 

ILLUSTRATED EMERGENCY MEDICINE 

105.  TAMBA GENTOKU. Kokesai kyuho (Emergency remedies for the benefit of 

the people).  Kyoto, 1789-90. Three volumes. With nearly 150 woodblock 
illustrations. Original wrappers with printed labels.  
  Probably one of the earliest illustrated accounts of Japanese medicine, compiled 
by the famous court physician Tamba Gentoku, also known as Taki Angen. The 
work is intended to promulgate medical knowledge among the common 
people, describing how to remedy maladies of various kinds without the aide of 
a physician. The illustrations, many botanical in nature, cover every phase of 
emergency treatment, including revival of the drowned or intoxicated by 
artificial respiration and treatment by massage. Of particular interest is an 
illustration of the most famous of all moxa spots (“sanri”), located on the antero-

lateral aspect of the (left) leg, with detailed directions on how to “know” it.   $ 5500.00 
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TELL-ALL EXPOSÉ OF PRIVILEGED LIFE 

ALONG THE BARBARY COAST 

106.  TULLY, Miss; TULLY, Richard. Narrative of a 
ten years’ residence at Tripoli in Africa: from the original 

correspondence in the possession of the family of the late Richard 

Tully, Esq., the British consul. London: Henry Colburn, 
1816. 4to. Color frontispiece, 4 additional color plates 
and folding map. Calf-backed marbled boards.  
  First edition of this rare work that recalls the daily life, 
colorful anecdotes and dramatic events surrounding the 
royal family of Tripoli. Based on the letters of Richard 
Tully’s sister, who enjoyed a “privileged position within 
the household,” the preface reveals the book to be both 

an intimate portrait as well as something of an exposé; it warns the reader that the text contains “such 
scenes and events, such sketches of human weakness and vice, the effects of ambition, avarice, envy, and 
intrigue, as will scarcely appear credible in the estimation of an European.”   $ 2500.00 
 
 
 

RARE WORK ON HOMEOPATHIC PLANTS 

107.  VILLERS, A. von & THÜMEN, F. von. Die Pflanzen des 
homöopathischen Arzneischatzes.  Dresden: W. Baensch, 1893. Three 
volumes (1 text, 2 atlas). 4to. With 200 hand-colored engraved plates. 
Publisher’s gilt pictorial cloth.  
  First edition of probably the most beautiful homeopathic materia medica 
ever published. The fine plates are engraved and delicately hand-colored. 
For many homeopathic plants, this was the first time they had been 
illustrated in a published work.    $ 12,500.00 
 

 
 
 
 

THE BEGINNING OF MODERN PATHOLOGY 

108.  VIRCHOW, Rudolf. Cellularpathologie in ihrer Begründung auf physiologische und pathologische 

Gewebelehre.  Berlin: August Hirschwald, 1858. 8vo. With 144 text woodcuts. Contemporary boards.  
  First edition of Virchow’s acclaimed treatise on cellular pathology. His discovery that every morbid 
structure consisted of cells derived from pre-existing cells revolutionized the concept that any developed 
tissue can be traced back only to a cell.       $ 3000.00 
 

 

109.  WALSH, Thomas. Journal of the late campaign in Egypt: including 

descriptions of the country, and of Gibraltar, Minorca, Malta, Marmorice, and Macri.  
London: Luke Hansard, 1803. 4to. With 50 plates, including 16 maps and 6 
hand-colored aquatints. Full red blindstamped diced russia.  
  First edition (although Abbey claims a printing of 1801, no copies of such 
edition have been recorded). Walsh’s work recounts British-Ottoman 
successes against Napoleon’s military campaigns into Egypt. Beginning their 
journey at Gibraltar, Thomas’s journal reads more like a travel narrative than 
a history of a military campaign. Woven into his account of troop 
movements and battles are rich descriptions of towns, historical monuments, 
and anecdotes on daily life.      $ 1750.00 
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THE EARTH BEFORE THE FLOOD 

110.  WARREN, Erasmus. Geologia: or, a discourse concerning the Earth before the 

Deluge. Wherein the form and properties ascribed to it, in a book intituled The Theory of 

the Earth, are excepted against: and it is made appear, that the dissolution of that Earth 
was not the cause of the universal flood. Also a new explication of that flood is attempted.  

London: R. Chiswell, 1690. 4to. With 4 text engravings. Half calf and marbled 
boards.  
  First edition. This scarce treatise refutes Burnet’s theory of the formation of the 
Earth, and contains an interesting explanation on the state of metals and minerals 
before the flood. According to Woodard, this book contains the earliest published 
reference to geology in England.      $ 3500.00 
 
 

 
 “AN ALMOST UNEXPLORED COUNTRY” 

111.  WHELER, George. A journey into Greece.  
London: William Cademan, Robert Kettlewell, and 
Awnsham Churchill, 1682. 4to. With 5 full-page plates, 
a large folding map, and numerous text engravings. 
Modern quarter morocco and boards.  
  First edition of this impressive and important account of 
the author’s travels through Greece and what is now 
Turkey, a work that possessed “the charm and value of a 

journey into an almost unexplored country” (DNB). It 
includes descriptions of Venice, Constantinople, 
Anatolia, Athens, Attica, Corinth, and other locales. 
More than a simple travel narrative, Wheler also gives 

precise descriptions of what he encountered and collected, incorporating beautiful images of coins, 
monuments, cities, plants, and animals.       $ 4500.00 

 
 

A BRILLIANT SURVEY OF THE HISTORY OF SCIENCE 

112.  WHEWELL, William. History of the inductive sciences.  London: John W. Parker, 1837. Three 
volumes. 8vo. Complete with errata leaves. Contemporary half calf and marbled boards.  
  First edition of the author’s important survey of science from the Greeks through the nineteenth century. 
           $ 1200.00  
 
 

A CLASSIC OF THE PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE 

113.  WHEWELL, William. The philosophy of the inductive sciences, founded upon their history.  London: 
John W. Parker; Cambridge: J. Deighton, 1840. Two volumes. 8vo. Large folding plate (“Inductive Table 
of Astronomy”) in Volume II. Later calf-backed marbled boards.  
  First edition of Whewell’s most important contribution in which he attempts to map, define, and 
systematize the development of the sciences. Along with his History of the inductive sciences (see above), this 
work helped to both mold and define the concept of science in the Victorian era. Whewell viewed the 

Philosophy as the “moral” of the previous work. Whewell’s work was attacked by John Stuart Mill in his 

System of Logic, causing a debate between them over the nature of inductive reasoning in science, moral 
philosophy and political economy.       $ 1800.00 
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THE STANDARD OF AMERICAN LITERATURE 

114.  WHITMAN, Walt. Leaves of grass.  Brooklyn: [Printed for the Author], 
1855. Folio. Engraved frontispiece portrait. Original green cloth mounted onto 
boards, gilt-lettered and decorated in blind on front cover within a triple gilt 
rule, gilt-lettered and decorated spine (rear cover from another copy); very 

minor spotting on endpapers, otherwise an excellent bright copy.  
  First edition, first issue binding (BAL’s and Myerson’s Binding A), first state of 
the frontispiece portrait (on heavy paper), second state of the copyright page as 
usual. “Always the champion of the common man, Whitman is both the poet 
and the prophet of democracy” (PMM).    $ 95,000.00 
 
 
 

ORIGINAL MINIATURE PAINTINGS PRINTED 
IN MONOTYPE 

115.  WIGHT, Henry A. [Development of the universe. 

From Creation to the Great Calm].  New York, 1923. Each of 
the 24 miniature paintings with decorative separate title 
page. The 16 pages of printing contain quotations and 
poems from Blake, Tennyson and Goethe. Original calf 
bound especially for the author’s wife.       
  Unique work of 24 miniature paintings by Wight, who 
found the medium of monotype to express his creativity and 
spiritualism. The author conveys ideas mysterious and 
charming, much in the manner of the great visionary painter 

William Blake. The pattern of his work follows closely to the development of the universe. Barren rock 
and earth, water, trees with vibrant foliage and then animal and ultimately forms inhabiting the new world. 

It was noted that his paintings are suggestive of Dante’s Divine Comedy, symbolic of the struggle of human 
existence.          $ 12,500.00 

 
 

THE FOUNDATION OF OPTICS BY A EUROPEAN 

116.  WITELO. Vitellionis . . . Peri optikes [Optica, in Greek], id est de natura, 
ratione, & proiectione radiorum uisus, luminum, colorum atq[ue] formarum, quam 

uulgo perspectiuam vocant, libri X. . . .  Nuremberg: Apud Io. Petreium, 1535. 
Folio. Title in red and black with large woodcut, full-page woodcut arms on 
recto of second leaf, numerous woodcut illustrations throughout text. Four 
numbered leaves (following preliminaries) in superb facsimile on old paper. 
Full blindstamped calf in an antique style. Overall a fine copy. 
   First edition of the earliest treatise on optics written by a European, and 
the first work containing descriptions of medieval laboratory instruments. An 
extremely rare work, the text of which is derived from the optics of Abu al-
Hasan (Alhazen). It contains not only a summary of all that was known on 
optics to the ancients, but also some original investigations. Witelo details the 
essential features of optical systems, including the theory of the nature of 
light, the nature of radiation, light and color in straight or refracted lines, and 
the treatment of images in various mirrors. A portion of the book deals with 
both the physiology of vision as well as the psychological aspects of vision, 
such as direct perception and the effects of association and reasoning on vision, and such problems as 
illusions, visual beauty, and the perception of distance and size.    $ 40,000.00 
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117.  WOODWARD, John. An essay toward a natural history of the earth: and 
terrestrial bodies, especially minerals: as also of the seas, rivers, and springs. With an 

account of the universal deluge: and of the effects that it had upon the earth.  London: 

Ric. Wilkins, 1695. 8vo. Contemporary paneled calf.  
  First edition of what is considered the beginning of scientific geology in 
England. This influential book presents the orthodox contemporary views of 
earth structure.        $ 2500.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

AMAZING INVENTIONS 

118.  ZONCA, Vittorio. Novo teatro di machine et edificii. . . .  Padua: Pietro Bertelli, 1607. Folio. 
Engraved title and 42 full-page engravings. Contemporary vellum.  
  First edition. This was the first of many works detailing and illustrating machinery. Zonca’s images, 
copied by many later writers, include inventions for mills such as a water mill running silk-spinners and a 
water-powered grain mill operated on a boat moored in a river, copper plating and printing presses, a 
barbeque spit turned by gears and a windmill, as well as a perpetual motion machine.  $ 20,000.00 
 

 


