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AN EXQUISITE COPY OF KOBERGER’S BIBLE 
 
1. BIBLIA LATINA 
Biblia Latina.  Nuremberg: Anton Koberger, August 6th 1479. Folio. 
[i], 468, [6] pp. Double column, 51 lines, rubricated, gothic versal let-
ters in red and blue with decorative pen initials and flourishes through-
out, a spectacular illuminated and gilt initial on incipit, a few contempo-
rary annotations, table of contents backed and facing incipit. A superb 
copy in early brown pigskin with two clasps, rebacked maintaining pre-
vious leather with insignificant wear on cover, marbled endpapers and 
fore-edges, interior preserved as if new. Previous ownership inscription 
on fly-leaf of [Rev.] “J. Bradford Pengelly January 1964” and another 
inscription “Ecclesie Collegiatae Glogoviae mairoris. Catalogo inscript 
Anno 1679 [?]” on incipit.  
 Fifth printed Latin bible by Koberger, though only the fourth 
with the summary of the gospels by Menardus Mona-
chus, who suggests helpful methods for studying the 
text. Koberger’s first bible was printed in 1475, and 
those with the Monachus summary commenced with 
the 1477 printing, with two more in 1478 before this 
copy was published. An ownership inscription reveals 
the Bible was once held at the collegiate church of 
Glogau in Silesia, Poland, a town that experienced 
many historical upheavals including the Protestant 
Reformation and Nazi control during World War II.  
 Trained as a goldsmith, Koberger 
(c.1440/1445-1513) established one of the earliest 
and most prolific printing houses in Europe. He was 
responsible for publishing a significant number of the 
most popular texts of the day, including the Nuremberg Chronicle, the 
Schatzbehalter, the Golden Legend, and multiple versions of the Biblia 
Latina. Nuremberg became a hub of intellectual learning and book pro-
duction, no doubt due in part to Koberger’s entrepreneurial successes. 
BMC, II, 417; GW, 4239; Goff, B-564; Hain 3072; ISTC ib00564000; 
Winship, Census of Fifteenth Century Books Owned in America, 3065 
        $ 100,000.00 



 

THE GLORY OF ROME 
 
2. BROSSES, Charles de; SALLUST 
Histoire de la Republique Romaine, dans le cours du VIIe siecle.  
Dijon: L.N. Frantin, 1777. Three volumes. 4to. Engraved 
frontispiece portrait of the author, 18 engraved illustra-
tions, maps and tables. Contemporary mottled calf, gilt 
spines; internally perfect.     
 First edition of this comprehensive study of the 
Roman Republic based on the contemporary writings of 
Sallust. In addition to a complete translation of his Historia, 
the author examined maps, archaeological sites, and ancient 
artifacts to contextualize his recension with accurate data. 
De Brosses, a writer and enemy of Voltaire, dedicated the 
final thirty years of his life to this massive project; although 
incomplete when he died, the result is a monumental explo-
ration of seven hundred years of European history much 
prized by the scholarly community.    
Querard VIII: 413, Brunet V: 90.  $4500.00 



ARCHIVE FROM ONE OF THE MOST FAMOUS WOMAN  
EXPLORERS OF HER TIME  

 

3. DAVID-NÉEL, Alexandra (1868-1969). Small archive, consisting of 3 
manuscript letters, all signed by David-Néel; manuscript in her hand of 4 
pages; two (2) typescripts. All material dated no later than 23 November 
1924.  

French explorer and author Alexandra David-Néel, a scholar of Buddhism 
and Eastern religions, was the first Western woman ever to visit the holy 
city of Lhasa, the center of Tibetan Buddhism. As a teen, she studied East-
ern religion and the occult with the Theosophical Society of Madame Bla-
vatsky. After learning Sanskrit and Tibetan she traveled through Ceylon 
and India, where she was introduced to the thirteenth Dalai Lama (1876–
1933), born Thubten Gyatso, who had recently fled Tibet. David-Néel was 
able to ask and receive answers to several questions on spiritual enlighten-
ment from the Dalai Lama, which is believed to have made her the first 
white woman ever to address the leader of Tibetan Buddhism on such top-
ics. She went on to the royal monastery in the nearby kingdom of Sikkim, 
where she met the crown prince, Sidkeong Tulku Namghyal, who would 
ascend to the throne in 1914 (there were rumors the two were romantically 
involved). She later journeyed to Lhasa and across China to a famous mon-
astery called Kum-Bum, considered the birthplace of Tibetan Buddhism, 
where she translated Tibetan sacred texts into French. The letters in this 
archive are written to Boshi Sen (1887-1971), a famous Indian agricultural-
ist and scientist who was instrumental in creating a means to grow massive 
amounts of grain for the purpose of reducing famine in India, who was in 
America at the time. She mentions her friend Prof. [Nicholas] Roerich 
(1874-1947), a Russian who was twice nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize. 
David-Néel returned to France in the spring of 1925. Her magazine articles 
were finally published and ultimately became sensational books that were 
translated into English as well as other languages.  $ 14,000.00 



 

3. DAVID-NÉEL, Alexandra 



ESTEEMED EDITION OF FOXE’S BOOK OF MARTYRS 
 
4. FOXE, [John] 
Acts and monuments of matters most speciall and memorable, happening in the Church, with an universall historie of 
the same. Wherein is set forth at large, the whole race and course of the Church, from the primitive age to these later 
times of ours, with the bloody times, horrible troubles, and great persecutions against the true martyrs of Christ, sought 
and wrought as well by heathen emperors, as now lately practised by Romish prelates, especially in this realme of Eng-
land and Scotland.   London: for the Company of Stationers, 1641. Three volumes. Folio. [cxxvi], 756, 767-
1033; [xlii], 22, [1], 6-788; [ii], 1030, [14], 106, 105-106, [94] pp. Titles within elaborate woodcut bor-
ders, large folding engraved plate (“A most exact and accurat table of the first ten persecutions of the Chris-

tian Church”) and full-page woodcut of the “poysoning of King John by a 
Monke” in Volume I, folding woodcut of an execution at Windsor Castle 
in Volume II, folding woodcut of the “burning of B. Ridley, and Father 
Latimer at Oxford” in Volume III, numerous woodcut illustrations 
throughout. Lacking the half-title and the engraved portrait of Foxe in 
Volume I. Contemporary calf, rebacked; other than some minor browning 
and waterstaining, an excellent copy with very wide margins. 
Eighth edition. Actes and monuments, popularly known as Foxe’s Book of 
martyrs, is a history of the Protestant Church and martyrology, first pub-
lished in 1563. Foxe’s account of Protestant sufferings under Catholic 
supervision was an affirmation of the English Reformation only five years after the death of the Catholic 
Queen Mary. Foxe clearly intended to establish the Church of England as a continuation of the true Chris-
tian church. 
  The work covers early Christian martyrs and a brief history of the medieval church, including the 
Inquisitions. It then treats the reigns of Henry VIII and Edward VI, when the English Church separated 
from papal authority and the Book of Common Prayer was first issued. The first printing ended with the 
persecutions under the reign of Queen Mary. Each subsequent edition included the history and martyrs 
through that particular printing. For example, the 1583 printing added a section on the St. Bartholomew’s 
Day Massacre of 1572. The 1632 edition added a topical outline and chronology, along with a “continuation 
of the foreign martyrs; additions of like persecutions in these later times” which included the Spanish inva-
sion (1588), and the Gunpowder Plot (1605). This eighth edition continues through the reign of Charles I.  
 Widely owned and very popular in religious and secular arenas, Foxe’s Book of martyrs acted to mold 
British popular opinion about the Catholic Church for several centuries. 
 Foxe (1516–1587) resigned from Oxford after becoming a Protestant, eventually being employed as 

a tutor. He later moved to the Continent upon the accession of Queen Mary in 1553. When he returned to England after Mary’s death, he was 
ordained and continued to write and preach.  
PMM, 86 (1st ed.); Wing F, 2305; see johnfoxe.org for a discussion about the differences in each edition. 
(continued on next page) 
 



4. FOXE, [John] 

Bound with, at the end of Volume III: 
A continuation of the histories of forreine martyrs : from the happy reign of the most renowned Queene Elizabeteh, to these times, with sundry relations of those 
bloudy massacres executed upon the Protestants in the cities of France, in the yeare 1572. Whereunto are annexed the two famous deliverances of our English 
nation: the one from the Spanish invasion in 88. The other from the Gunpowder Treason, in the year 1605. Together with the barbarous cruelties exercised 
upon the professors of the Gospell in the Valtoline, 1621.  London: by Ric. Hearn, for the Company of Stationers, 1641. Folio. [xiv], 106 pp. Wing, C, 
5965.         $ 15,000.00 



 
A HANDSOME, UNSOPHISTICATED COPY 

 
5. GODMAN, F[rederick] Du Cane  
A monograph of the Petrels (Order Tubinares).  London: Witherby & Co., 
1907-1910. Five parts. 4to. lv, [i], 381 pp., including half-title and errata. 
Title in red and black. With 106 fine hand-colored lithographed plates by 
J.G. Keulemans and H. Gronvold. Each part in the original printed wrap-
pers, though wrappers to parts I and III are detached and others are a bit 
chipped; plates, as well as the entire interior, are exquisite. An uncut and 
beautiful set preserved in a folding clamshell case.     
 First edition, Number 156 of 225 copies printed. An amazing 
copy of a rare work showcasing Keulemans’ incredible talents as an illus-
trator. This monograph on the petrels (distinguished from gulls in that 
they seldom come to land except to breed) was begun by Osbert Salvin, 
but he died in the early stages; Godman later took over the task assisted 
by Richard Bowdler Sharpe, whose daughters assisted with the coloring of 
the plates. The first part was issued in December, 1907 with 20 plates; 
part II in March, 1908 with 20 plates; part III in September, 1908 with 27 
plates and an apology from the publishers (printed on the verso of the 
front wrapper) stating regret for the “unavoidable delay, occasioned by 
the serious illness of the Author....”; part IV in April, 1909 with 18 plates, 
and the final part in May, 1910 with 21 plates as well as the introductory 
text. 
 Godman (1834-1919) was a British ornithologist, lepidopterist and 
entomologist. He was a founder and president of the British Ornithol-
ogists’ Union. An expert of the flora and fauna of Central America, he was 
co-author of the monumental multi-volume Biologia Centrali-Americana 
(1879-1915), as well as The natural history of the Azores (1870). 
Anker, 163; Nissen, IVB, 356     $ 10,500.00 



EXTREMELY RARE WITH ALL VOLUMES 
 
6. HALLE, Johann Samuel 
Magie, oder, die Zauberkräfte der Natur, so auf den Nutzen und die Belustigung angewandt worden; (offered with) Fortgesetzte magie, oder, Die Zau-
berkräfte der Natur, so auf den Nutzen und die Belustigung angewandt worden; (offered with) Neufortgesetzte Magie, oder, die Zauberkräfte der Natur, 
so auf den Nutzen und die Belustigung angewandt worden.  Berlin: Joachim Pauli, 1784, 1784-1786; 1788-90, 1792-98, 1800-1801; 1802. Together, 
seventeen volumes in fourteen. 8vo. lvi, 424; xxxii, 440; xvi, 600; vi, 673; [xvi], 547, [5];  [viii], 592; [xvi], 622; [xii], 596; [viii], 603; 
[viii], 578;  [vi], 538; [x], 565; viii, 615; [vi], 615; [viii], 599; vi, 599; viii, 538 pp. (some mispagination). With engraved title vignettes, wood-
cut head- and tailpieces and 124 folding engraved plates; subject indices complete. Uniformly bound in contemporary half-calf over paste-
boards, gilt lettering on spines; minor marginal dampstaining, annotations in contemporary hand. Overall an exceptionally crisp and clean set. 
 First editions of all volumes (except Volume I in second edition), an absolutely superb set, complete with the rarely seen 1802 Neufort-
gesetzte Magie. This encyclopedia not only covers magic and the history of magic, but documents and illustrates, with beautiful plates, incredible 
accounts of human knowledge as well as physical science and technology through the eighteenth century. 
 Halle describes and illustrates the current state of optics, electricity & magnetism, chemistry, mechanics, hydraulics, gunpowder, metal-
lurgy, manufacturing, horology, acoustics, aerostatics (such as those by the Montgolfiers), meteorology (chapters on lightning and lightning 
conductors), cryptography, paper making, and engraving. The economics and commercial aspects of these subjects are also detailed; for exam-
ple, Halle specifically discusses games of amusement,  keyboard instructions,  fortune-telling devices, magic lanterns, talking machines, 
Kempelen’s automaton chess player, mechanical games, stage props, telegraphy, mouse traps, tobacco and coffee, sign language, swimming, 
botany, plants and animals, artificial pearls, remedies (different herbs and mixtures), opium, distillation and wine making, etc., and all sorts of 
curiosities. 
 Halle (1727-1810), a toxicologist, was professor of history at the Royal Prussian Military Academy in Berlin. Little is known of his life, 
but he wrote many books on subjects of social, economic, technological, and military history. 
Ferchl, p. 212; Poggendorff, I, 1003; Roller & Goodman, I, p. 505 (another ed.); Wellcome, III, p. 198 (two volumes only) $ 15,000.00 

 



6. HALLE, Johann Samuel 



 

 THE MISSING PHILOSOPHICAL TRANSACTIONS 
 
7. [HOOKE, Robert, ed.] 
Philosophical collections, containing an account of the physical; anatomical, chymical, mechanical, astronomical, optical, or other mathematical and philosophi-
cal experiments and observations as have lately come to the publisher hands. . . . London: [John Martyn], Moses Pitt, and Richard Chiswell, 1679-82. 
Seven issues (all published) in one volume. 4to. 44; [ii], 50, [2]; 43-80, [2]; 83-121, [1]; 187-210 pp. With 7 engraved  plates. Bound together 
in contemporary marbled boards, rebacked; some top margins trimmed closely with occasional loss of page number only.   
 First edition of the complete Philosophical collection, printed  in a  very small edition and now exceptionally rare. The death of Royal So-
ciety secretary Henry Oldenburg in 1677 interrupted the publication of the Philosophical Transactions .These scientific papers, edited by Hooke, 
were  issued to fill the void  from 1679 until it resumed again in 1682/3.   Hooke, who was also Curator of Experiments, contributed a couple of 
important paper including “An optical discourse” which proposed treatment for near-sightedness. Other landmark papers include Leeuwen-
hoek’s announcement of the “discovery of spermatozoa”; Lana’s “flying chariot”; Borelli’s “De motu musculorum”; Tyson’s “Anatomy of a 
porpess” (sic); and astronomical observations by Hevelius, Flamsteed, and Cassini on the eclipse of Jupiter by the moon in 1679 and 1681. In 
addition, discoveries by Moxon, Malpighi, Thomas Burnett, Edmund Halley, Bernoulli and Leibniz are included. 
 The plates illustrate Bernier’s flying machine, Borelli’s underwater breathing apparatus, and a new lamp invented by Robert Boyle. Wil-
liam Brigg’s “A new theory of vision,” a discussion of the optic nerves, is accompanied by a plate illustrating a dissected eye; this detailed physi-
ological study of vision motivated Newton to republish it in 1685, with his own introduction. According to Keynes, Hooke, p. 48, the Philosophi-
cal collections must have circulated in much smaller numbers, all issues of this collection are scarce, and complete sets of seven numbers ex-
tremely uncommon. 
Keynes, Robert Hooke, 24              $ 24,000.00 



HAND-COLORED WORLD ATLAS 

8. KEARSLEY, George 
[World atlas].  London: Kearsley, 1797. Folio. 26 maps on 37 x 50 cm sheets. Contemporary calf-backed marbled paper covered boards. 
 First printings of these exquisite hand-colored maps, most engraved by Samuel John Neele (1758-1824). Rare, with OCLC locating a 
complete copy at the Newberry (which, like this copy, lacks a title page), and another with only 25 maps at the University of Toronto. The maps, 
all published  between March and October, 1797, include two of the world, Africa, South America, Europe, Asia, China, the Russian Empire, Hin-
doostan, the United States, Canada, and a number of separate countries of Europe. Also shown are the countries visible from the North Pole, 
Turkey in Europe, and the West Indies. Of particular interest is the map of America, which names a number of Native American tribes, and re-
flects some innovative geographical borders.  
 An absolutely gorgeous set of maps, extremely rare to be found as a set.       $ 5500.00 
 
The full list of maps: 
 
1. The world (double page) 
2. General chart of the world on Mercators projection (double page) 
3. Countries thirty degrees round the north pole 
4. Africa (with inset of the Rivers Sierra Leone and Sherbro 
5. South America 
6. United States of America 
7. British America comprehending Canada Labrador New  
 Foundland Nova Scotia, &c. 
8. Asia 
9. Batavia or United Dutch States 
10. Belgium or The Netherlands 
11. China 
12. England and Wales 
13. Europe with inset of Greenland and Iceland 
14. France divided into provinces 
15. France divided into metropolitan circles and departments 
16. Germany and Switzerland 
17. Hindoostan 
18. Ireland 
19. Italy &c. 
20. Poland 
21. The Russian Empire 
22. Scotland 
23. Spain and Portugal 
24. Sweden, Denmark and Norway 
25. Turkey in Europe, and Hungary 
26. The West Indies 
 



8. KEARSLEY, George 



CONSTRUCTIVE INVENTION FOR BONES 

(“OUCH”) 
 
9. MICHAULT, Jean 
Les discours de chirurgie pour l’explication des nouvelles machines pour les os & pour la vérole ou maladie vénérienne, lors qu’elle y fait des nodus & exostones 
& des anchyloses aux jointures. Avec l’art de guérir méthodiquement par la scule application du mercure.  Paris: L’auteur, Vve Bobin, 1682. 12mo. 
[xxxii], 187 (ie, 195) pp. Woodcut headpieces. With the large folding plate, minor repairs plus some existing small tears at the folds. Contem-
porary calf, spine gilt in compartments, worn at the corners; interior very good. Engraved bookplate of the French neurologist Dr. Maurice-
Villaret (1877-1946) plus additional inscription on the fly-leaf.     
 First edition. Michault (1632-1694), a master surgeon in Paris, describes a machine he invented to reduce dislocated or demoted bones. 
Though the process, as illustrated, looks quite painful, the contraption is not too dissimilar to equipment now commonly used by physical ther-
apists. The text not only describes in detail the machine and its uses but further discusses specific cases where patients had suffered orthopedic 
“mishaps” that required surgery and/or use of the equipment. The second part of the book treats venereal disease.  
OCLC locates only 1 copy in America (Johns Hopkins); most copies worldwide do not include the plate.   $ 3500.00 



THE HARRISON HORBLIT COPY 
 
10. MOORE, Jonas 
Moores arithmetick. In two bookes: discovering the secrets of that art, in numbers and species … the excellency, and  new practice and use of the logarithms, 
Nepayres bones, together with many new propositions … The second, the great rule of algebra in species, resolving all arithmeticall questions by suppositions 
with trigenometry, planitretry, steriometry, and all other parts of the art military. With a canon of the powers of numbers . . . published for the generall good of 
this nation. (Second title): Arithmeticke in species. The second book. Wherein after a most easie and obvious maner, the most difficult questions, by that myste-
rious art, received their analyticall lawes and resolutions. . . .  London: Thomas Harper for Nathaniel Brookes, 1650. Two parts in one. 8vo. [xvi], 
272; [iv], 141 (i.e. 147) pp. Frontispiece portrait of Moore by Stone, separate title for each part, 3 folding tables, decorated initials and tables. 
Full contemporary calf, morocco spine label; without the fly-leaf, occasional browning and (contemporary) ink-smudge. Preserved in a red mo-
rocco slipcase. From the libraries of Harrison Horblit and Erwin Tomash with their small book labels on the paste-down.  
 First edition, rare, of the author’s first work of mathematics. This is a reissue of the title, the only difference being the words “in two 
books” appearing on line 2 instead of line 5 (our copy also contains a cancel title of first issue; see ESTC). This is Moore’s celebrated work in 
which he provides a short introduction to mathematics and proceeds to explain in detail various aspects, always utilizing practical applications. 
Moore’s support of the sciences was critical to retaining the value of instruments which remained essential to his work as a teacher, as Surveyor 

of the Fens and as Surveyor-General of the Ordnance, where he 
gained great success by keeping the sea out of Norfolk, surveying the 
coasts and constructing a map of Cambridgeshire, and helping to sur-
vey London after the great fire.  
 Moore (1617-1679) had a remarkable career, and was one of 
the first to make a substantial fortune from the practice of mathemat-
ics. Influenced bv Oughtred, he became mathematics teacher to the 
Duke of York, a major contributor to the Royal Observatory at 
Greenwich, and a patron of John Flamsteed, to whom he provided in-
struments (sextant and clocks) to carry out his astronomical observa-
tions on longitude. In addition, Moore was a noted surveyor who took 
part in the survey of London after the Great Fire. He was appointed 
Surveyor of Ordnance in 1669, and thereafter became a Fellow of the 
Royal Society, and later its vice-president. His main interest was in 
the development of the mathematical and related sciences, and the 
Tower of London, where he lived, became the center of scientific ob-
servation in the city of London. Moore was a mentor to many future 
scientists, especially the young John Flamsteed and Edmund Halley, 
whom he helped with books and instruments. 
DNB, XIII, pp. 820-821; Taylor, The Mathematical Practitioners of Tu-
dor & Stuart England, 1485-1712, 227; Tomash, 435 (not noting two 
issues); Wing, M2563    $ 12,000.00 



 

MANUSCRIPT OF INQUISITION HERESY TRIALS  
 
11. MOULIN, Simon  
[Manuscript notarial register in Latin]. France, [1517-1518]. Folio. [i], 39 
leaves. I/XXII, II/XX. Black and brown ink on paper in a cursive notarial 
script. Contemporary limp vellum with a few stains and some loss to the 
front panel. The text is clean and complete but for one page missing the 
lower quarter. The text is annotated throughout by several hands ranging 
in date from contemporaneous to the text to the mid-seventeenth century. 
 A remarkable survival. This collection of 38 post-trial sentences 
bears witness to the violent religious tension in Southern France in the ear-
ly sixteenth century. Compiled for the inquisitor Nicolas Bourg-Dieu, this 
chronicles the results of his heresy trials held over the course of two years 
in the village of Mornas. Although the medieval town was small and sparse-
ly populated, it represented a significant strategic point during the Wars of 
Religion because it had an imposing fortress and was located along the San-
tiago de Compostela pilgrimage route. Thus, it became an important locale 
for the Inquisition, and in 1562 was the site of a Protestant massacre of 200 
people. 
 In the format typical of legal documents of this era, each 
“recognition” was recorded by one notary and authenticated by another. 
The court transcripts were first written in the vernacular at the time of tri-
al, but the official records were later translated into Latin. In this volume, 
one Stephan Cormier penned the case and one Simone Moulin ratified it 
with his elaborate cipher. The recognitions range from 2-4 pages. A chrono-
logical index precedes the main body of text. 
 The Languedoc region of France was a hotbed of inquisitorial activi-
ty in the sixteenth century leading up to the Wars of Religion. The meteor-
ic rise of Protestantism sparked a punitive backlash from the Catholic 
Church that blurred the lines of secular and canon law. Tribunals consisting 
of inquisitors, judges, government officials, municipal law enforcement, and 
public notaries meted out justice to those convicted of heretical activity. 
The specifics of these makeshift courts varied from place to place, but the 
collusion of religious and lay legality was constant.  
Peters, Edward, Inquisition (Berkeley: Univ. of Calif. Press 1989), 73; 
Mentzer, Raymond Jr., “Heresy Proceedings in the Languedoc: 1500-1560”, 
Transactions of the American Philosophical Society, New Series, Vol. 74, No. 5 
(1984) passim.      $ 45,000.00 
 



DISTINGUISHED MUSIC COLLECTION 
 
12. Thirteen volume collection of sheet music (over 60 titles). The compositions include pieces for the 
voice, piano, violin, and cello, and range from sonatas to airs to operas. The majority of the works, 
many with fine engravings, were printed in Britain from many notable music publishers. The publica-
tion dates vary from the late eighteenth century to the mid-nineteenth century. The collection contains 
works by classical composers like Mozart, Handel, and Beethoven as well as poets like Felicia Hemans, 
Lord Byron, and Robert Burns. Overall, the books offer an interesting survey in the history of British 
music publishing, the printing of classical compositions, and the collecting of sheet music. A complete 
list of all compositions is available upon request.      $ 18,000.00 
 
I.  Countess of Lonsdale Music Collection 
Two volumes bound for the Library of the Countess of Lonsdale. The first volume contains eight violin compo-
sitions for sonatas, and the second volume has the corresponding parts for the piano. Both contain the earliest 
imprints, mostly from the 1790s, of works by Mozart, Haydn and Pleyel, among others.  
 
II.  STEVENSON, Sir John; MOORE, Thomas 

A selection of Irish melodies, with symphonies and accompaniments by Sir John Stevenson Mus. Doc. And characteristic words by Thomas Moore, Esq.r. Lon-
don: Published & sold at W. Powers, [c. 1808-1810]. Two bound 
volumes of issues of Stevenson’s and Moore’s Irish Melodies (c. 1808
-1834). The first book includes issues 1-4 (issue 1 is lacking the ti-
tle-page); the second includes issues 4-6 (issue 4 is a duplicate). 
There were 10 total issues printed. Stevenson (1761–1833) was an 
Irish composer and Moore (1779–1852) an Irish poet, singer and 
songwriter. Irish Melodies is Stevenson’s best known work though 
he collaborated with Moore on several other projects. 
 
III.  Original Scottish and Welsh Airs--- Signature of John 
Carnegie, Glasgow, 1810, on all volumes. 
Three volumes consisting of early editions of both Original Scottish 
airs and Orignal Welsh airs from the music publisher George Thom-
son with his signature. This part includes the rare violin parts for 
Scottish airs and its optional violin part. Thomson employed com-
posers like Pleyel and Haydn and the poet Robert Burns to produce 
his series of national airs. These volumes also contain many copper-
plate engravings in addition to the sheet music. 
 
(continued on next page) 



IV. HANDEL, George Frederic 
Solomon, composed by G.F. Handel, arranged for the organ or piano-forte, by Dr. John Clarke, Cambridge.  London: 
Printed by Clementi, Collard, & Collard, [c. 1825]. Folio. [iii], 193, 1. Engraved title-page with border design 
and a vignette by Isaac Taylor; inscription in brown ink of Charles Severn. Arrangement of the vocal score for 
Handel’s (1685–1759) oratorio, Solomon (HWV 67). Until recently, the librettist of Solomon was unknown. How-
ever, it is likely that the English/Jewish financier-poet, Moses Mendes (c. 1690–1758) provided the lyrics to Han-
del’s oratorio according to a new documentary source. The previous owner of this volume was Charles Severn 
(1806–1894), a musician and member of the Royal Society of Musicians in Great Britain. 
 
V. ROSSINI, [Gioachino Antonio] 
Mosè in Egitto, oratorio in tre atti, musica di Rossini, nuova edizione. Paris: Ou Magazin de Musique de Pacini, [c. 
1825]. Folio. [ii], 1, [ii], 203. Rossini (1792–1868) was an Italian composer known for his comic operas including 
William Tell (1829). He composed Mosè in Egitto with the librettist, Andrea Leone Tottola, around 1818. Rossini 
later revised the opera, adding a fourth act and a ballet, in 1827 and renamed it Moïse et Pharaon. Both versions 
were highly successful and remain Rossini’s best known works. 
 
VI. Sheet music for the voice and piano-forte 
This volume contains 23 engraved pieces of music. The majority of works are romantic songs with lyrics for solos or duets. There are also 
works for the piano-forte. All entries, except four, are from British composers and/or poets. The exceptions are two songs from Italian compos-
ers (based in England), a duetto from Mozart’s The Marriage of Figaro (printed by a British music firm), and a book of eight anonymous, Italian 
duets. Highlights include three songs from Lord Bryon’s and Isaac Nathan’s Hebrew Melodies, title-pages with lithographs from Maxim Gauci’s 
firm, and many works by women composers and poets like Felicia Hermans. 
 
VII. Trios 
Three volumes of trios for the piano, violin, and cello. There are six compositions in total with each volume containing the parts for each instru-
ment. The sheet music comes from a variety of publishing firms with a date range of the early to mid-nineteenth century, and consists of works 
by Classical composers including Mendelssohn, Mozart, and Beethoven.  



A MONUMENTAL COPY 

13. MUNSTER, Sebastian 
Cosmographia universalis lib. VI.  Basel: Heinrich Petri, 1559. Folio. [xxiv], 
1162, [2] pp. Hand-colored title within woodcut historiated border with 
hand-colored portrait of Munster on verso, large woodcut printer’s device. 
With 14 double-page woodcut maps (including 2 world maps and one of the 
Americas), numerous double-page town views (including 3 folding panora-
mas), and over 900 woodcut text illustrations. Contemporary rolled pigskin 
with elaborate blind-tooling depicting saints, spine with raised bands, 
clasps on front board; a few small stains, wormholes to last few quires, but 
generally an amazing copy with contemporary annotations on paste-down, 
ownership inscription dated 1750 on title, annotation (possibly dated 1650) 
on verso of title, significant annotations to the map of America.  
 A desirable complete copy of an amazing book, first published in 
1544 with about forty further editions appearing by 1628. This work, cer-
tainly one of Münster's most important, became a common house book of 
historic and geographic knowledge in all of Europe over the decades. It 
counts among the most lavishly illustrated works from the days of Renais-
sance. The thirty city views include Augsburg, Basel, Bern, Florence, 
Frankfurt/Main, Freiburg, Fulda, Geneva, Jerusalem, Koblenz, Cologne, 
Constantinople, Naples, Paris, Speyer, Strasbourg, Trier, Ulm, and Venice, 
among many others. The monumental folding illustrations include views of 
Worms, Heidelberg and Vienna.  
 Münster (1488‑1552) was a German cartographer, cosmographer, 
and Hebrew scholar whose Cosmographia was the earliest German descrip-
tion of the world. He acquired the material for his book by using all availa-
ble literary sources including original manuscript material for descriptions 
of the countryside, villages and towns. He obtained further material on his 
travels (primarily in south‑west Germany, Switzerland, and Alsace). Cos-
mographia not only contained the latest maps and views of many 
well‑known cities, but also included an encyclopaedic amount of detail 
about the known ‑‑ and unknown ‑‑ world. The text includes portraits of 
kings and princes, costumes and occupations, habits and customs, flora and 
fauna, monsters, wonders, and horrors. 
Adams, M 1911; Graesse IV, p. 622; Sabin, 51381;  
see http://www.columbia.edu/itc/mealac/pritchett/00generallinks/
munster/munster.html    $ 45,000.00 
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 SIGNIFICANT MANUSCRIPT TO EINSTEIN FROM PAULI 
 
14. PAULI, Wolfgang 
Autographed manuscript. Three pages on two 8 ½ x 11 inch leaves. In German. Princeton, NJ: No later than 1945. 
 The calculations in the first two pages relate to a generalization of the general theory of relativity that Einstein was working on in con-
nection with his unified field theory. In a paper of June 19, 1945, Einstein had proposed a generalization of the mathematical foundations of 
general relativity such that distances in space would be invariant (unchanging) not only under changes of the frame of reference (as in the origi-
nal theory) but also invariant under so-called Hermitian transformations. In a follow-up paper of January 24, 1946 (co-written with E.G. 
Straus), the authors note that Pauli had shown them that the limitation to Hermitian transformations is not necessary for the theory. Indeed,  
Pauli here shows that a restriction to Hermitian transformations is problematic, and he suggests an even more general transformation group, 
thereby providing a generalization of the alleged structure of space and time that goes further than that proposed by Einstein.  
 The pages were very likely written for Einstein. They are not formally addressed to him, most likely because Einstein and Pauli were 
both at the Princeton Institute for Advanced Studies at the time and Pauli could just put his notes in Einstein’s departmental pigeonhole him-
self. Still, the calculations finish on a personal note: “Best regards, on Monday morning I’ll come to the Institute, Yours, W. Pauli”; likely an 
invitation for further discussion between two of the greatest minds of the 
twentieth century. Einstein was at the Institute from 1933 to his death in 
1955.  Pauli was a visiting professor in 1935 and then again from 1940 to 
1946. When Pauli received the Nobel Prize in 1945, Einstein gave a 
speech in which he called Pauli his intellectual heir.  
 The third page is also in Pauli’s hand, but it is not directly related 
to the preceding pages, even though it, too, contains differential geomet-
ric calculations, related to curvature of spacetime and which paths 
through spacetime are the straightest ones. 
 Pauli (1900-1958) was certainly one of the foremost theoretical 
physicists of modern times. He was a co-creator of quantum mechanics, he 
formulated the Pauli exclusion principle (which allows for a quantum me-
chanical explanation of the periodic table of chemistry), gave the first the-
oretical account of electron spin, and successfully predicted the elemen-
tary particle we today call the neutrino. Pauli formulated the CPT Theo-
rem, which links the symmetries of space and time to the properties of ele-
mentary particles. For decades, he was the nexus of international corre-
spondence on theoretical physics, maybe the last theoretician who over-
looked the entire field, and was aptly called “the conscience of physics” by 
most of his contemporaries due to his relentless criticism of everyone’s 
work, no matter their stature. 
 By the age of 21 Pauli had authored a comprehensive textbook on 
the general theory of relativity that was immediately praised by Einstein as an astounding piece of work. It remained one of the most important 
textbooks on the topic for at least four decades. 
 Thanks to the Einstein Papers Project at Cal Tech for help in translation and explanation.   $ 55,000.00 



RARE RENAISSANCE BOOK OF SECRETS  
 
15. ROSSELLO, Don Timotheo 
Della svmma  de’ secreti vniversali in ogni materia parte prima [et seconda].  Venezia: Giovanni 
Bariletto, 1561. Two parts in one. 8vo. [viii], 152; [viii], 152 leaves (A1 of first part mis-
bound following title and before table of contents). Each part with separate title. Woodcut 
printer’s device of “Prudence” with the motto Prudentia negotium non fortuna ducat on each ti-
tle and full-page on verso of last leaf of each part, woodcuts historiated initials, text woodcut 
illustration of an alchemical instrument (sigilla hermetis), contemporary manuscripts notes. 
Contemporary vellum, a bit worn, with faint notes on covers; some browning and minor 
staining. Manuscript note on second title that suggests that Rossello is an alias for D. 
Panizza of Venice (?). Also of interest is the different spelling of Venice, “Venegia” on the first 
title and “Venetia” on the second.  
 First edition, extremely rare, of this important and enigmatic treatise of alchemical, 
pharmaceutical and herbal formulas containing almost every remedy and new mode of thera-
py for illness as well as the ability to remain in good health. Among the topics described are 
recipes for plague amulets to aphrodisiacs and formulas from lip balm to paint pigments and 
cleaning teeth. In addition to the many other beauty treatments, the second book illustrates 
how to prepare “special waters” used to heal a variety of diseases. Noteworthy is the author’s 
description of his preparation of camphor, quicksilver and sulfur to make a universal medi-
cine. Of special interest (especially given the question of the gender of the writer; see below) 
is the formula for a mixture of quail testicles, large winged ants, musk, and amber to treat 
erectile dysfunction.  
 Little is known about the author and this work. In the same year the present book was 
published, Isabella Cortese, an Italian writer and alchemist, published I secreti della signora Isa-
bella Cortese (The secrets of Lady Isabella Cortese), same printer, same printer’s device, and very 
similar text. Both works contain instructions on the preparation of practical items such as 
toothpaste, soap and cosmetics; both contain the same directions on the “universal medicine”; 
and both have the same section on erectile dysfunction. Three men, Bariletto, Curtio Troiano 
di Navò and Mario Caboga, can all be connected to both works. Bariletto was a printer who 
came to Venice from the Riviera di Salò on Lake Garda around 1550; di Navò, his brother-in-
law and described as a “book merchant,” applied in 1560 for the required privileges to print 
both works; Chaboga, the Archdeacon of Ragusa, was the dedicatee of both works. No extended information has been found on Isabella Cortese 
and her life; all that is known is her book of secrets. It has been questioned whether Cortese was a pseudonym for Rossello  (or whoever Ros-
sello actually was), as the possibility might exist for increased sales based on a female author. Alternatively, it could be that Rossello was a pseu-
donym used by Cortese (or whoever she actually was). The manuscript note indicating an alias of Rossello puts everything into question; the 
only Panizza we could locate was the printer Valente Panizza (fl. 1562-1572). Both books were reprinted over the following hundred years. 
Adams, II, 804 (1575); Caillet, 9602; Durling, 3948; Neville, I, p. 295 (1584 edition of Cortese) and II, p. 393 (1575 edition of Rossello); Well-
come, I, 5573               $ 10,500.00 



PRESENTATION COPY OF THIS EPIC WORK, THE LONGEST SURVIVING  
POEM IN LATIN LITERATURE 

 
16. SILIUS ITALICUS, Tiberius Catius Asconius; ROSS, Thomas (translator) 

The second Punick War between Hannibal, and the Romanes: the whole seventeen books, Englished from the 
Latine . . . with a continuation from the triumph of Scipio, to the death of Hannibal.  London: Printed by Tho. 
Roycroft, 1661. Folio. [xvi], 507, [5], 77, [3] pp., including errata leaf. Title printed in red and black, 
additional engraved title, engraved portrait of Charles II by David Loggan, and 20 numbered engraved 
plates by Joseph Lamorlet, woodcut initials and headpieces, separate title for the Continuation. Text ruled 
in red. Early eighteenth century tree calf, red morocco spine label; an amazing large paper copy inscribed 
on the title page, “Edward Proger his booke presented him by the Translator his worthy freinde Thomas 
Ross Esq”. From the library of Robert Rushbrooke with his armorial bookplate.  
 First edition in English. “Ross’ translation is of uncommon interest not only from a political, but 
also a literary-historical, bibliographical and artistic point of view ... [It] is one of the few works which, as 
far as we know, were evidently conceived, researched and written in the Southern Netherlands’ in the 
court in exile of Charles II” (Daemen-de Gelder). It is dedicated multiple times to Charles, with a large 
engraved portrait, a prose dedication, and an epistle from Bruges (dated November 1657). 
 Punica, a verse epic of the first century, is the only known work by the orator and poet Silius Itali-
cus, and, at 12,000 lines, the longest surviving poem in Latin literature. The work’s reputation dipped in 
the Renaissance, but Silius was later known and admired by Milton, Dryden, Pope and Gibbon. In Ross’s 
hands, highlighted by Lamorlet’s engravings of key moments in the text, the Punica becomes a “mirror-
for-princes” directed at both Charles II himself as well as his illegitimate son the Duke of Monmouth; 
much is made in the text of strong father-son relationships. The Continuation (the second sequence of 77 
pages) is an original work by Ross, dedicated to the Earl of Strafford, and deserving of further study as a 
literary work on its own merits. 
 Ross (1620-1675), brought up in a staunchly Royalist household, had been appointed Keeper of 
His Majesty’s libraries in 1652 and traveled to the court of the future Charles II in Cologne in 1655, later 
following him to the Spanish Netherlands. Along with Edward Proger he was sent to retrieve the Duke of 

Monmouth from his mother in 1658, and subsequently became his tutor. After the Restoration Ross was appointed keeper of the King’s library 
at St. James’s Palace at £200 a year with lodgings, but also received payment (£4000) from Charles for “secret services.” Proger (1621-1713), 
to whom Ross presented this copy, was a fellow courtier, page of honour to Charles I, and then groom of the bedchamber of Charles II in exile. 
Known to Charles as “Poge,” he was particularly close to the future king, accompanying him to Jersey in 1646 and on the failed voyage to Scot-
land in 1649, and was trusted with missions of particular sensitivity (resulting in several periods of imprisonment after his return to England in 
1652). After the Restoration he was rewarded with the post of deputy Ranger of Bushy Park, near Hampton Court (where he would have been a 
neighbor of Ross in Richmond). The engraver Joseph Lamorlet (1626-1681) was the son of the painter Nicolaas Lamorlet, and rose to the posi-
tion of Dean in the Antwerp Guild of St. Luke. He apparently produced retouches and alterations to order on a number of works by Van Eyck 
and Van Dyck, as well as some notable pieces of book illustration.  
Wing, S3783; see Geoffrey Smith, “Long, dangerous and expensive journeys; the grooms of the bedchamber at Charles II’s court in exile,” Early 
Modern Literary Studies (2007); Katrien Daemen-de Gelder & Jean-Pierre Vander Motten, “Thomas Ross’s Second Punic War (London 1661 and 
1672); Royalist Panegyric and Artistic Collaboration in the Southern Netherlands” Quaerendo, 38:1 (2008)  $ 24,000.00 
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CARE AND TREATMENT OF ELEPHANTS 
 
17. SLYM, Martinus Johannes 
Elephants and their treatment in health and disease.  Moulmein [Mawlamyine, Myanmar]: [for the author], 1878. 8vo. [iv], vi, 82, xxvii pp., in-
cluding contents, index and appendix. With 15 plates (2 folding), text illustrations, tipped-in errata slip at p. 5. Contemporary brown morocco 
with elaborate gilt “Orientalist” design and all edges gilt bound by Higginbotham & Co. in Madras. An excellent copy with minor rubbing and 
spotting. Ownership inscription on first blank by Mountstuart Elphinstone Grant-Duff (1829–1906) who served as Undersecretary of State for 
India (1868-1874) and the Colonies (1880-1881), and then the governor of Madra (1881-1886). During his tenure in British territories, he trav-
eled widely, visiting all 22 districts of Madras, and expressed concern for the natural environments of the regions, especially the flora and fau-
na. 
 Very rare and uncommon first edition, virtually a new work following an earlier and much shorter pamphlet in 1873. The Depart-
ment of Forests was formed to prevent and curb the over-exploitation of the teak forests in Burma in which elephants, the main source of trans-
portation in the area, played a crucial role. In response to the Government’s search for the causes of the high mortality rate of their elephants, 
Slym provides meticulous detail concerning the anatomy and pathology of diseases to which the elephant is most susceptible. He also includes 
cures for common ailments and how to administer them as well as how to maintain the overall health of the animal. There are specific instruc-
tions for breeding and feeding. The plates are derived from his own sketches and show Slym’s intimate knowledge of the animal and region. He 
sums up the importance of the elephant thus: “an animal of such strength and such docility as the elephant would be useful wherever he thrived, 
and his maintenance could be remuneratively found; but in his home he is not merely useful – he is indispensable.” Slym was serving as the 
Deputy Conservator of Forests in Burma at the time he compiled this study. 
OCLC locates 1 copy (Edinburgh) and 2 copies of the pamphlet (British Library, Oxford)     $ 15,000.00 



THE FIRST GREAT AVIATION DISASTER 
 
18. TISSANDIER, Gaston 
An archive of letters and documents assembled by Tissandier regarding his ascent and crash in the Zenith on 16 April 1875, the first great aviation disaster. 
Two 8vo. volumes containing manuscript letters and documents colleted by Tissandier. These volumes were specially bound for him in half-brown morocco 
and marbled boards, spine gilt. Accompanied by a modern box containing further documents (all detailed below).  France, 1875.  
 On the 23rd and 24th of March, 1875, brothers Gaston and Albert Tissandier made the longest trip ever in a balloon, the Zenith, flying from Paris to 
near Bordeaux, a distance of over 370 miles. Following that achievement, Gaston, along with fellow experienced aviators Joseph Crocé-Spinelli and Théo-
dore Sivel, decided to make another flight, this time with the goal to reach an extreme altitude in order to study the problem of respiration in thin air and 
meteorological phenomena. This flight, on 15 April 1875 also aboard Zenith, ended in the first great aviation disaster. The three reached an altitude of over 
28,200 feet (8600 meters). Crocé-Spinelli and Sivel both died of asphyxiation. After making a crash landing, Tissandier had become partially deaf. 
 Gaston Tissandier (1839-1906) was a book and autograph collector and he was determined to save everything related to his Zenith ascensions. The 
first volume (Catastrophe du Zenith. Correspondence 1875) contains about 100 letters, telegrams, and documents related to the disastrous ascension written to 

and by Gaston immediately before and after the event. The second volume (Catastrophe du Zenith. Lettres 
reçu par ma Mére 1875) contains about 30 letters, for the most part from members of the Tissandier fami-
ly written immediately after the crash, giving news or sympathy to Madame Tissandier.  
 
Documents include: 
An announcement from the Société Française de Navigation Aérienne announcing the flights of the 23rd 
of March and 15th of April; a list of supplies to be carried aloft – oxygen, pigeons, thermometers, along 
with other items – written by Crocé-Spinelli two days before the flight; a brief letter from Gaston to his 
brother Albert and Alfred immediately after his crash landing, followed by a letter to Alfred from Albert 
with the good news that Gaston had survived. Gaston has added, “Je t’embrasse de tout coeur ...” Follow-
ing this are a series of warm and emotional letters from his family, scientists, colleagues from the Parisi-
an publishing world, etc. Some of the letters are from James Glaisher (who had ascended to 37,000 feet in 
1862), Le Verrier, Paul Bert, Quatrefages, Jourdanet, Fraissinet, Flammarioun ,etc. Also bound in is an 
announcement to raise funds for the families of the two victims. Most important is the six-page manu-
script in the hand of Gaston, addressed to the president of the Société Française de Navigation Aérienne 
and dated 16 April 1875 describing the events of the ascent. This is a detailed description, written imme-
diately after the event. Also bound in are about forty calling cards from visitors, presented immediately 
after the crash landing. 
 The accompanying box contains many interesting items, including a piece of the actual balloon, 
manufactured of thick canvas (245 x 245 mm.). Also there is a folder with the manuscript title 
“Documents relatifs au Zenith. Mémoire de Crocé-Spinelli” which contains the autograph manuscript by 
Gaston announcing the success of the flight of 23-24 March (3 pp., folio) addressed to the president of 
the Société Française de Navigation Aérienne; an autograph manuscript by Crocé-Spinelli (6 pp., folio) 
describing the same flight, heavily reworked in the hand of Gaston; a photograph of the “launching pad” 
for the balloon, probably at La Villette; a four-page folio manuscript biography of Crocé-Spinelli; and a 
one-page list by Tissandier of the items to be carried on his flight in March with prices. 

 This is accompanied by another folder with the manuscript title “La Catastrophe du Zenith. Correspondance – Pieces de vers.” A great many ephem-
eral pieces are present relating to fund-raising efforts for the families of  Crocé-Spinelli and Sivel; printed poems about the disaster (this event seems to have 
inspired many with poetical tendencies); and further correspondence from and to Gaston Tissandier and his brothers. 
A rich collection which has remained unstudied since being assembled in 1875. A complete list of all documents is available upon request.   $ 25,000.00 
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A MAJOR CATALYST IN THE FOMENTING OF AMERICAN REVOLUTIONARY IDEALS 
 
19. [TRENCHARD, John] 
A short history of standing armies in England.  London: [n.p.], 1698. 4to. viii, 46, [1] pp. Unbound.      
 First edition. A detailed description of the standing armies of Great Britain from their inception to the date of publication. Reproduced 
numerous times, including three editions in the first year of publication, this short work helped to shape an attitude toward Great Britain, espe-
cially in the Colonies as a foundation of revolutionary ideals. America certainly felt the oppression of England’s occupying forces and reflected 
those sensibilities in the Declaration of Independence, Constitution and Bill of Rights. Concerns surrounding standing armies fueled numerous 
publications, from the founding documents to the Federalist essays. The author further provides his own critique about standing armies in vari-
ous countries (France, Flanders, Spain, etc.), the advantages and disadvantages thereof. 
 Trenchard (1662-1723) devoted his life to writing political material which he was able to do because of inherited wealth. A Whig, he con-
demned corruption and lack of morality in British politics and his essays on liberty, civil and religious rights became the foundation of the Com-
monwealthman tradition. 
 ESTC R9739; Wing T2116; see Goldsmith, 3566            $ 4500.00 

 



AUTHOR’S PRESENTATION OF A MATHEMATICAL MASTERPIECE 
 
20. WHITEHEAD, Alfred & RUSSELL, Bertrand 
Principia mathematica.  Cambridge: University Press, 1910-1913. Three volumes. Large 
8vo. xiii, [3], 666; xxxiv, 772; x, 491 pp., including half-titles. Errata leaf in each vol-
ume. Original blue cloth, exteriors faintly rubbed and spine of first volume a bit shaken, 
still an excellent set in an open-end box. Volumes 1 and 2 with Whitehead’s presenta-
tion note on the first blank, “S.M.W. from A.N.W.”  and the bookplate of South-west 
Essex Technical College and School of Art Library.   
 First edition of all three volumes, and extremely scarce. John Slater, in his 
introduction to Bertrand Russell (ABMR, Jan. 1988), notes that less than fifty copies 
now survive in private hands. 
 The greatest single contribution to logic to appear in the two thousand years 
since Aristotle was the result of the collaboration of two great philosophers and mathe-
matical logicians, Whitehead (1861-1947) and Russell (1872-1970). Inspired by 
Giuseppe Peano’s and Gottlob Frege’s invention of a new ideography for use in symbol-
ic logic (which contradicted the Kantian doctrine of a separate philosophy of mathemat-
ics), the authors attempted to set up a still better system of logic on which to base math-
ematics. This effort reached its climax with the publication in 1910-13 of the three-
volume Principia mathematica, now considered a historic masterpiece of mathematical 
architecture. 
DNB, 1941-50, pp. 952-954 (Sir Edmund Whittaker); DSB, XIV, pp. 302-310; Slater, 
Bertrand Russell, A Collection, 16      $ 125,000.00 
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