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GOD’S GOVERNMENT ON EARTH 

1. AUGUSTINE, Aurelius Saint. Of the citie of God. With the learned comments of Io. Lod. Vives. Englished 

by J[ohn] H[ealey].  London: George Eld, 1610. Folio. Contemporary calf rebacked with original 
backstrip laid down.  
 
First edition in English. De civitate Dei influenced world history from the middle ages to the end of the 
eighteenth century, and its power is still present, for example, in international law. It was described by 
Voltaire as the first contribution to a philosophy of history.    $ 12,000.00 

 
CELEBRATED WORK OF CLASSICAL MEDICINE 

 

2. AURELIANUS, Caelius; ORIBASIUS, Pergamenus. Caelii Avreliani siccensis tardarvm passionvm libri V; Ori-

basii Sardi Ivliani Caesaris Archiatri Euporiston lib. III. Medicinae compen: lib. I. Curationum lib. I. Trochiscoru[m] con-
fect: lib. I.  Basil: Henricus Petrus, 1529. Folio. Early calf over marbled boards.  
 
First edition of a rare work by Soranus of Ephesus (2nd century) translated from the Greek into Latin by the Ro-
man physician Caelius Aurelianus (fifth century) representing an extraordinary source of the views and principles 
of the ancient Methodist School, the group of physicians that developed the distinction between chronic and acute 
diseases and their respective treatment. It contains a very accurate description of epilepsy, including its comatose 
and convulsive forms, as well as a discussion on insanity (called mania by the Greeks). This edition also includes 
the Latin translation of excerpts from the writings of Oribasius of Pergamus. This treatise was written for the 
larger public as an easy and accessible source of knowledge on remedies of easy preparation (Euporista), and on 
nutrition and hygiene principles combined with references to a number of early medical authors (Galen, Hippocra-
tes, and Dioscorides to name few).          $ 4500.00 



PREVENTING MALARIAL FEVER 
 

3. BAIKIE, William Balfour. Narrative of an exploring voyage up the rivers Kwo’ra and Bi’nuse (commonly known as the Niger and Tsadda) in 1854.  
London, John Murray, 1856. 8vo. Complete with half-title, frontispiece, small vignette of Prince Tshukuma on the title page, large folding plate of 
plans of the ship Pleiad, folding map of rivers. Half morocco over linen, gilt spine; a very nice copy with stamp of the Glasgow Philosophical 
Society on the title page.  
 
First edition of this exciting and lively narrative of Baikie’s successful government sponsored expedition up the Niger river and its tributary, the 
Benue. The expedition managed to journey an additional 250 miles further up the river than previous ones. It was on this trip that Baikie 
discovered the use of quinine to not simply cure malarial fever, but rather to prevent it, which he mentions once in the text and details further in 
the appendix. As a result, not a single crew member died from fever and everyone returned home in good health. Also notable is Baikie’s 
condemnation of the African slave trade, at the time not a popular opinion.   
 
Covering a range of topics from natural history and medicine to commerce and geography, this account of the voyage of the Pleiad is not only 
entertaining, but it also served as an important anthropological study of the peoples, cultures, and animals of the Niger region in Africa. Most 
enjoyable are Baikie’s descriptions of native animals, such as crocodiles and insects, including the ever-pesky mosquito, which he describes in 
amusing detail: “Mosquitos—I need not remind those who have sadly experienced them—are insect nuisances of the first degree of intensity; the 
sleepless nights caused by their incessant tiny though ominous humming, and the irritating wounds, the results of their blood-thirsty voracity, 
are too much in the nightly experience of tropical travelers.”         $ 950.00 



 
 
 
 

OVERTHROWING THE ARISTOTELIAN GRIP ON LOGICAL 
INFERENCE 

 

4. BENTHAM, George. Outline of a new system of logic, with a critical 

examination of Dr. Whateleys “Elements of logic.”  London: Hunt and 
Clarke, 1827. 8vo. Publisher’s cloth, author and title in gilt on spine; a 
very good copy.  
First edition of Bentham’s critical examination of Richard Whately’s 
Elements of logic, which was printed in the same year. It is here that the 
principle of the quantification of the predicate, “an augmented 
syllogistic scheme of an almost symbolic form,” was first explicitly 
stated. Bentham closely analyzes every aspect of Whately’s work, 
defining logic and treating the classification of entities, propositions, 
deductions and forms of syllogisms. Of particular importance is 
Bentham’s discussion of Whately’s support of Aristotelian rules of 
division, a defiant political gesture.    $ 1500.00 

 



CONTEMPORARY ANNOTATIONS THROUGHOUT 
 

5. BERTIUS, Pierre. Tabularum geographicarum contractarum libri quinque.  Amsterdam: Cornelius Nicolai, 1606. Five parts in one 
volume. Oblong 8vo. Allegorical engraved title and 174 engraved maps. Contemporary vellum, ties present; significant early annotations 
to numerous leaves and rear endpapers.  
This was the finest and most important edition of the Caert thresoor, Barent Langenes’ production first published in 1598, the standard 
for the miniature atlas. Bertius’ revised Latin text and Ptolemaic arrangement first appeared in 1600 and remained influential 
throughout the following century. All of the maps are up to date, and of particular interest is the fact that the text is geared toward the 
specific maps as opposed to reciting general information. The fifth part of the present edition features 15 maps devoted to America, 
including Mexico, Cuba and Jamaica, the Yucatan, Hispaniola, Peru and Brazil, among others.      $ 24,000.00 



 
FIRST EDITION OF THE KING JAMES BIBLE 

 

6. [BIBLE; KING JAMES VERSION]. The holy Bible, conteyning the old testament, and the new: newly translated out of the originall [Greeke]: and 

with the former translations diligently compared and reuised,  London: Robert Barker, 1611. Royal folio. Title page, the 2 leaves of the engraved map, 
and the final 2 leaves in excellent facsimile. Additional title page from a later edition bound in behind the facsimile. Gothic and Roman types, 
text double column with 59 lines per column. Contemporary calf boards, rebacked. Ownership anotation on the paste-down dated 1747 and 
small bookplate of W[illiam] T[homas] Smedley (1858-1920), the noted collector of Elizabethaniana and Bacon; his library was sold in 1924 to 
Henry Clay Folger, and the Folger library collection today includes nearly 1500 volumes formerly owned by Smedley. First edition, second 
issue/state, called the “she” Bible (because of the reading of Ruth III, 15: “she went into the citie”). In addition, because of the small hole in C6 
(Matthew 26:36) it is impossible to tell whether the word Judas or Jesus is printed.      $ 95,000.00 
 



AMAZING CRANES 

8. BLAAUW, F[rans] E[rnst]. A monograph of the cranes.  Leiden & 
London: J. Brill & R.H. Porter, 1897. Folio. With 22 chromo-
lithographed plates. Original publisher’s pictorial green cloth. First 
edition, No. 26 of 170 copies, of this beautifully illustrated work, 
which includes not only adult birds but also their chicks and their 
eggs. Taken from the birds living in the Amsterdam Zoological 
Garden in 1872, seven plates are by the renowned bird artist and 
illustrator J.G. Keulemans.     $ 9500.00 

EXPERIMENTAL OPTICS 

7. BILLET, M. F[élix]. Traité d’optique physique.  Paris: Mallet-

Bachelier, 1858. Two volumes. 8vo. With 14 folding plates. Contem-
porary marbled boards backed in pebbled calf. First edition of Billet’s 
fundamental textbook of optics, with emphasis on polarization, refrac-
ting and interference. He opens with basic theories and constants of 
optics, vibratory movements, diffraction, polarized and unpolarized 
light, and proceeds to detail the new principles of geometric optics, 
double circular refraction, rotatory polarization and chemistry, and the 
theories of double refraction, among many other topics. Billet (1808-
1882) was professor of physics at the Faculty of Science at Dijon. He is 
known for inventing the split lens, as well as an apparatus that made 
multiple rainbows visible.      $ 950.00 

8. BLAAUW 



FROM THE FOUNDER OF SCIENTIFIC ANTHROPOLOGY 

9. BLUMENBACH, J[ohann] F[riedrich]. Handbuch der vergleichenden Anatomie.  Göttingen: H. Dieterich, 1805. 8vo. Complete with half-title, 

engraved title depicting a bust of Democritus and 8 engraved plates; Original boards, an excellent copy with the large bookplate of H.A. and a 
contemporary signature on title. First edition of this monumental work in the history of comparative anatomy and human development. 
Blumenbach believed that an organism’s morphology was capable of being modified by the environment and that the resultant changes were 
inherited. He argued that zoological classification should be based on structures associated with an animal’s specific functions; it was in this way 
that he came to make such ground-breaking contributions to comparative primate anatomy. Of special note are the numerous bibliographical 
references given as footnotes to the text.             $ 1200.00 

 

THE MOST DETAILED AND ACCURATE 
MAPS OF THE PERIOD 

10. BONNE, Rigobert. [Atlas de toutes les parties 

connues du globe terrestre. Dresse pour l’historie 
philosophique et politique des etablissments et de commerce 
des Europeans dans les deux Indies.  Geneve: Pellet, [ca 
1780]. 4to. With 50 double-page folding copper 
engraved maps. Contemporary blue paper-boards, gilt 
calf spine. An excellent copy with very clean maps. 
The maps only (lacking the title page and text) from 
Bonne’s famous world atlas. Bonne is responsible for 
the most detailed and accurate maps of the period. 
They include the newly formed United States of 
America, as well as specific areas such as Texas, 
Louisiana, Baja California, and parts of Florida and 
Northern Mexico, as well as Canada and Cuba. 
Bonne’s work marks an important step in the 
evolution of cartography from a decorative work 
towards a more detail oriented and practical aesthetic.
     $ 850.00  



EXOTIC SOUTH AMERICAN ORNITHOLOGY 

11. BRABOURNE, [Wyndham W. Knatchbull-Hugessen], Lord & CHUBB, Charles The birds of South America.  London: R.H. Porter, 1912; 

London: John Wheldon & Co., 1917. Two volumes (text & plates). Folio and 4to. Volume I with double-page colored map of South America; 
Volume II with 38 fine hand-colored lithographic plates after H. Grönvold. Both volumes bound in half-morocco with all of the original printed 
wrappers for both the text and illustrations bound in. An excellent copy.  
First edition, complete. Volume I contains a list of the birds of South America, while the plates, originally issued in six parts, illustrate the game 
birds and water fowl, and include some notes on most of the species by H. Kirke Swann.      $ 3500.00 
 

 

 

 



JEWISH WOMEN’S PHILOSOPHY 
 

12. BRACHA. Life problems (revaluation).  Tel Aviv: Palestine 
Publishing Co. Ltd. Printing Works [for the Author], 1935. 8vo. 
Illustrated with a photographic frontispiece portrait of the author by 
Helene Bieberkraut, Tel Aviv, plus a full-page illustration at the end of 
the book. Original blue cloth.  

First and only (?) edition of this 
highly curious work. Either a life 
philosophy or a rant, the author 
provides an account of her crusade 
against monogamy, birth control 
and city living. She clearly believes 
in full realization of the joys of life, 
exhorting readers to “follow 
nature” (procreate freely, play 
outside often, and slaughter your 
own meat). Regarding her 
intention that the population 
greatly expand, she advocates for 
reproduction by any means 
necessary, including polygamy, 
extramarital affairs, etc. She offers 
helpful suggestions that include 
legal polygamy, and fines for 
unmarried men over the age of 18. 
The term “bracha” has traditionally 
implied a gift, in which something 
(such as a blessing) is transferred 

from a source to a recipient. OCLC locates 3 copies (Duke, Smith, 
National Library of Israel).    $ 650.00 
 

FUN WITH CHEMICAL COMBINATIONS 
 

13. BRANDE, William Thomas. Tables in illustration of the theory of 

definite proportionals; shewing the prime equivalent numbers of the 
elementary substances and the volume and weights in which they combine.  
London: John Murray, 1828. 8vo. Original cloth-backed boards, spine 
label; overall in superb condition. From the libraries of the Essex 
Institute, Francis Peabody Library, and Arnold Thackray, with both 
bookplates present.  
First edition and considered “very scarce and not in the usual 
chemical bibliographies” (Neville). Noted as a significant book in the 
development of the theory of chemical combination, in which the 
combining weights of the known elements are presented in tabular 
form.  It is also important because it gave an experimental basis to 
Dalton’s atomic theory and brought the use of equivalent weights into 
practice.        $ 750.00 
 



CARROLL’S TEXTBOOK OF MATHEMATICS 
 

14. [CARROLL, Lewis]. DODGSON, Charles L. An elementary 

treatise on determinants with their application to simultaneous linear 
equations and algebraical geometry.  London: Macmillan, 1867. 4to. A 
magnificent copy with the original cloth covers mounted and bound 
into full red calf by Rivière, with an elaborate gilt spine and morocco 
labels. First edition of Dodgson’s only full mathematics textbook, 
which presents his ingenious method for computing the determinant of 
a square matrix, greatly simplifying what was until then a tedious 
process of multiple computations. Determinants are useful in the 
analysis and solution of linear equations. Emerging in connection with 
the theory of equations, by the nineteenth century determinants had 
become an increasingly significant area of mathematical study. 
        $ 7500.00 

PRE-PUBLICATION INSCRIPTION 
 

15. CARROLL, Lewis [DODGSON, Charles Lutwidge] Symbolic 

logic. Part I: elementary [all published].  London & New York: 
Macmillan and Co., 1896. 12mo. xxxi, [i], 188 pp., plus 3 pages 
publisher’s advertisements. Original publisher’s cloth over boards, cut 
flush, front cover lettered and ruled in black; presentation inscription, 
“G.E. Jelf, with the Author’s sincere regards. Feb. 22, 1896.” 
Preserved in a red morocco-backed slipcase and chemise. First 
edition, pre-publication presentation copy, inscribed by Dodgson two 
days before publication. This is his early work of logic, intended to 
supply “for a most interesting mental recreation.” This work 
anticipates his later Game of logic (1897), and introduces his inventive 
use of square Venn diagrams to represent original syllogisms. The 
first section “is a serious attempt to popularize formal logic and 
accuracy of thought . . . there are plenty of quaint examples, answers 
and solutions” (Williams & Madan). The appendix is addressed to 
teachers, and offers a preview of the second and third parts, which 
were never completed. 
Dodgson (1832-98), who was 
appointed lecturer in 
mathematics at Christ Church 
College from 1855 to 1881, 
strictly published what he 
considered recreational works 
in logic and literature under 
his pseudonym.        $7500.00 
 



  

THE MOST ACCURATE PLATES IN THE HISTORY OF 
COMPARATIVE ANATOMY 

16. CASSERIUS, Julius. De vocis auditusque organis historia anatomica 

singulari fide methodo ac industria concinnata tractatibus duobus explicata 
ac variis iconibus ære excusis illustrata.  [Ferrara: Victorius Baldinus, 
1601 (second colophon, 1600)]. Two parts in one. Folio (395 x 263 
mm). Elaborately engraved title, 2 engraved portraits, and 33 
engraved anatomical plates. Our copy is one of a few printed with a 
blank verso M3, a printer’s error, considered by researchers to be an 
earlier issue. It is also bound in the original boards, and due to a 
probable binder’s error, it was bound without 4 congruent text leaves 
(Q2-3 and B2-3, which are supplied in facsimile).  
First edition of the most beautiful and celebrated book published on 
the ear and throat, with drawings based on Casserius’ human and 
animal dissections. His detailed and accurate studies included a wide 
range of animals: mammals, birds, amphibians, and insects --- all 
examined in relation to human organs. The work is divided into two 
separate parts --- one on the organs of speech, and the other on 

hearing.  It records the first 
accurate description of the 
laryngeal muscles and nerves as 
well as the first useful account of 
the nature of sound, with a 
comparative examination of the 
mechanism of phonation and the 
auditory organs in fish. 
   $ 18,000.00 



THREE VALUABLE CONTRIBUTIONS TO EARLY MEDICINE 

17. COLOMBO, Realdo. De re anatomica libri XV.  Paris: Wechel, 1562. 8vo. Contemporary signature on title dated 1640. This second edition 

appears to be rarer then the first edition published at Venice in 1559. It is unrecorded in many of the major medical library collections. It is here 
that Colombo defines his discovery of the pulmonary or lesser circulation, i.e., the passage of blood from the right cardiac ventricle to the left via 
the lungs. He describes the duplicatures of the peritoneum, the ventricles of the larynx, and the mode of action of the pulmonary, cardiac, and 
aortic valves, clearing up a number of errors of his predecessors. [bound with] 

RONDELET, G[uillaume]. De ponderibus sive de iusta quantitate & proportione medicamentorum liber.  Lyon: Bonhomme, 1560. First edition and 
extremely rare (1 copy known) of this valuable treatise on diseases and their cure. Rondelet (1507-66) was a well-known physician at 
Montpelliere, and teacher of Coiter, Bauhin, Gesner, and Aldrovandi. An avid zoologist, he is probably best known for his De Piscibus Marinis 
(1554).  [bound with] 

LOMNIUS, J[odocus]. Medicinalium observationum libri tres.  Antwerp: Plantin, 1560. First edition. Three books in one. “In the first book 
Lomnius discusses diseases that afflict the entire body, and in the second he concentrates on maladies that afflict only specific parts of the body. 
In the third and final book, he illustrates the general concepts of disease as well as diagnosis and prognosis.” Lomnius was city-physician at 
Tournay and Brussels, and thought to be physician to King Philip II of Spain. A handsome sammelband of three particularly rare works. 8vo. 
Bound together in contemporary vellum with the original tabs. Each work in excellent condition.     $ 7500.00 



 
 

 
 
 

WHAT ARE THE CHANCES …?” 

 
18. COURNOT, Antoine-Augustin. Exposition de la théorie des chances et des probabilités.  
Paris: Librairie de L. Hachette, 1843. 8vo. Contemporary red pebbled cloth.  
First edition of Cournot=s popular and successful work on the theory of chance 
occurrences. Cournot interprets values of objective occurrences as a degree of what he calls 
Aphysical probability.@ He also insisted on the necessary distinction between objective and 
subjective probability (depending upon ignorance and resting upon the consideration of 
events that are deemed equiprobable).     $ 1500.00 

 
THE EARLIEST FORM OF WRITING 

 

19. MESSENGER CUNEIFORM TABLET. 2350 B.C. 
Found at Jokha, the ancient Urmia, in central Babylonia. A messenger tablet, showing a list 
of provisions supplied to the temple messenger as he went about the country to collect 
offerings for the temple. The list mentions quantities of oil, meat, dates, grain, etc. On the 
edge in fine characters is written the date.      $ 2500.00



EVOLUTION AS APPLIED TO PLANTS (ORCHIDS) 

20. DARWIN, Charles. The various contrivances in which British and 

foreign orchids are fertilised by insects and on the good effects of 
intercrossing.  London: John Murray, 1862. 8vo. With 1 folding plate 
and text illustrations. Original publisher’s plum cloth with gilt orchid 
on front cover.  
First edition, variant a, of Darwin’s primary work on plant 
fertilization, concluding that plants are equal to animals in the 
marvels of their adaptation.     $ 6500.00

 

MAN’S PREDECESSORS ON THE EVOLUTIONARY SCALE 

21. DARWIN, Charles. The descent of man, and selection in relation to 

sex.  London: John Murray, 1871. Two volumes. 8vo. Complete with 
the note tipped in after the contents of Volume II (as per Freeman), 
plus 16-page publisher’s advertisements dated January, 1871, in both 
volumes. Original publisher’s binding; overall an excellent set, Volume 
II unopened, Volume I with an inscription dated May, 1871.  
First edition, first issue of Darwin’s classic work in comparative 
anatomy, his first inclusion of man in the general theory of natural 
selection, and the first appearance of the term “evolution” in any of his 
works. By comparing the physiological and psychological aspects of 
man and ape, he fills in what had been merely suggested in the Origin, 
that man’s ancestor, if still alive today, would be classified among the 
primates and on a lower scale than the apes. The last chapter is an 
added essay on sexual selection, that is, the preferential chances of 
mating that some individuals of one sex have over their rivals. 
        $ 8500.00 
 

 



22.  LETTERS FROM DARWIN AND FAMILY  

 

 
 
DARWIN, Charles (1809-1882) ALS. Down, 29 August, 1871. Two pages. Single sheet, folded in half, with 2 
pages entirely in Darwin’s hand on his personal engraved stationary. Repairs where signature was cut away, 
and then re-attached.  
“The most convenient time for your clerk to come here tomorrow Wednesday will be by the train which leaves Charring 
Cross at 5.5 or Cannon St. 5:15 arriving Orpington at 5:47, where I hope he will take a fly for the four mile drive. A 
suitable train to return will be the 8:20 from Orpington. I hope these hours will not be inconvenient. I buy leave to repeat 
my thanks for all your kind assistance in this affair.”      $ 4500.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DARWIN, Emma. (1808-96) Wife and first cousin of Charles Darwin. ALS. To Sir Joseph Banks (1743-1820) 
naturalist and patron of science. Jan 14, 1896. 2 pages. 
“The grand index arrived yesterday after dark, so that I have only examined it well this morning. It is beautifully done & so 
clear that it would not tire even old eyes to consult it. I am very proud of having it & I thank you heartily for so valuable a gift. 
It opens so well too. With my love to Hyacinth. [Signed] E. Darwin, The book has been some time on its way, as it went to 
Down.”             $ 1800.00 
 

 
  
 

DARWIN, Francis S. (1786-1859). ALS. To Samuel Tertius Galton, in Birmingham. Sunday 4 Oct. pm 
[1832]. 2 pages. Letter written in brown ink on a folded sheet, the back leaf containing an address in 
manuscript with a black wax seal (a dragon with a D). The stamp has been cut from the letter without affecting 
the text. Violetta Darwin was the eldest daughter of Erasmus Darwin from his second marriage to Elizabeth 
Chandos Pole, which took place in 1781. Violetta was married to Samuel Tertius Galton and the mother of 
Francis Galton. The Francis of this letter was most likely the third son of Erasmus with Elizabeth, and the 
brother of Violetta.         $ 2500.00 

 
 



 

 

 

APPARITIONS, DREAMS AND VISIONS 

23. DUFRESNOY, [Nicolas] Lenglet du. Recueil de dissertationes 

ancienne et nouvelles: sur les apparitions, les visions & les songes.  Avignon 
& Paris: Jean-Noel Leloup, 1751-1752. Two parts in four volumes. 
12mo. Full calf, gilt spine with raised bands; text is toned but clean.  

First edition. In a long preface, the French historian Dufresnoy 
presents a fascinating treatise on apparitions, dreams and visions. He 
details the nature and causes of such visions, creating eight separate 
classes, and instructing the reader how to determine if an apparition 
is true or false. The remainder of the book contains various treatises 
by other authors (as well as Dufresnoy’s comments thereon) 
regarding spirits, demons, magic, and other interesting (read 
troubling) phenomenon.     $ 850.00 

 

 

 

TELL-ALL STORIES ABOUT HENRY III 

24. [DUPUY, Pierre; SERVIN, Louis; DE L’ESTOILE, Pierre; PALMA-CAYET, Pierre-Victor; PARTHENAY-LARCHEVÉQUE 

ROHAN, Catherine, Duchesse de; D’AUBIGNÉ, Agrippa; ESTIENNE, Henri]. Recueil de diverses pieces servant a l’histoire de Henry III, Roy de 
France et de Pologne. . . .; Discours merveilleux de la vie, actions & deportemens de la Reyne Catherine de Medicis, mere de Francois II, Charles IX, Henry III, 
Rois de France.  Cologne: Chez Pierre Du Marteau, 1666. Two parts in one. 12mo. With 2 separate title pages and continuous pagination. 
Contemporary speckled calf. From the library of The Right Hon. Algernon Capell, Earl of Essex, Viscount Maldon & Baron Capell of Hadham, 
with his engraved bookplate dated 1701 on the front paste-down.  
Six fascinating stories of Henry III, detailing confessions as well as sordid details of life in France, including the life of Catherine Medici. The 
first work is known to be a fictitious imprint, most likely published in Amsterdam, the original having been published by Elzevir in 1660. The 
second work was first printed in 1575.             $ 450.00 



TELEGRAPH FROM EINSTEIN 

 

25. EINSTEIN, Albert. Typed postal telegraph (in German). To 
L.M. Ettlinger, a man who had spent the majority of his fortune 
helping Jewish refugees find safe havens. He enlisted Einstein’s help 
for this purpose. Oct. 24, 1935, 10:47 P.M. 1 page. 163 x 216 mm. 

 -Einstein expresses his regrets that he was not able to see Ettlinger 
and mentions an eye hemorrhage he had after a fall.   (with)  

FIRST DAY ISSUE. Commemorative envelope. Postmarked 
Princeton, NJ, March 4, 1979. 93 x 165 mm. Printed with portrait of 
Einstein with Einstein postal stamp.    $ 1250.00 

 

THE FIRST IMPORTANT RESEARCH BY THE INVENTOR 
OF THE ELECTROCARDIOGRAM 

26. EINTHOVEN, W. “Ueber die Wirkung der Bronchialmuskeln, nach 

einer nuene Methode untersucht, und über Asthma nervosum.” Offprint from 
Archiv f. d. ges. Phys., Vol. 51.  Bonn: Emil Strauss, 1892. 8vo. With 3 
folding plates and 35 illustrations. Recent boards, original front 
printed wrapper bound in. Presentation inscription to Prof. John 
Berry Haycraft. First edition of the first important research 
conducted by the Einthoven. A study on the function of the bronchial 
muscles investigated by a new method, and on nervous asthma, “a great 
work” according to Nagel’s Handbuch der physiologie, analyzes the 
movements of the bronchi through 
experiments directed to measure 
the air-volume of the lungs during 
the phases of respiration. In 
pointing out the importance 
bronchial muscles play in disease, 
especially in asthma, Einthoven 
proves that vagal stimulation 
caused contraction of bronchial 
muscle. Einthoven (1860-1927), a 
Dutch physiologist and professor at 
the University of Leiden, invented 
the first practical 
electrocardiogram in 1903 for 
which he received the Nobel Prize 
in physiology and medicine in 
1924. He is considered the father of 
electrocardiography. Haycraft 
(1859-1922) was a prominent 
British professor of physiology at 
the University of Birmingham. He 
undertook important researches on 
blood coagulation and he discovered that the leech has powerful 
anticoagulant property.    $ 650.00 



REMARKABLE EXAMPLE OF VICTORIAN PRINTING IN ORIGINAL BINDING 

 
27. [EUCLID] BYRNE, Oliver. The first six books of the elements of Euclid in which coloured diagrams and symbols are used instead of letters for the 

greater ease of learners.  London: William Pickering, 1847. 4to. Illustrated throughout in three colors and black. Original blue publisher’s cloth 
(rare); spine rebacked, text exceptionally clean which is quite unusual for this book. Overall a very handsome copy.  
 
First and only edition of Byrne’s work on Euclidean geometry, in which colors are substituted for the usual letters to designate the angles and 
lines of geometric figures. Written and designed to simplify Euclid’s propositions, this remarkable example of Victorian printing is described by 
Rauri McLean as “one of the oddest and most beautiful books of the whole century.” The printing proved to be extremely difficult, requiring exact 
registration; only one thousand copies were originally published.          $ 14,000.00 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

CHRONICLES 
 

28. FABYAN, Robert. Newe cronycles of England and of Fraunce. 

[London]: Emprynted by Richard Pynson, [1516]. Two parts in one. 
Folio (225 x 203 mm). Six leaves in expert facsimile. Numerous 
woodcuts, many that were not included in later editions such as the 
large Adam and Eve. Contemporary calf, blindstamped and ruled, with 
the original clasps but lacking the ties; a wonderful example of an early 
sixteenth century binding.  
 
First edition of one of the earliest English chronicles, among the first 
of the modern era. Fabyan chronicles England and France from the 
founding and naming of Albion (Britain) by Brutus in the first century, 
through King Henry VII. Sometimes graphical, the Chronicles is of 
great significance for its description of the ascension of power of the 
rulers of England and the ruthlessness of the Sovereigns in attaining 
and retaining their seat. Mundane political matters, descriptions of the 
pageantry, and examples of prose all provide the reader with insight as 
to the heraldry of the time. Of particular interest is the comparison of 
this first edition with later printings of the Chronicles. Fabyan’s text 
was adjusted to meet a particular religious and political situation, 
appearing successively in Catholic and Protestant guise. Fabyan 
demonstrates how an apparently single text could be silently changed 
on many occasions in deference to particular religious and political 
exigencies.                       $ 40,000.00 



TWO EARLY DESCRIPTIONS OF SYPHILIS 

29. FALLOPIUS, Gabriel. De morbo galllico [sic] liber absolutissimus 

a Petro Angelo Agatho Materate, (eo legente) scriptus . . . edits et scholiis 
marginalibus illustratus. Additus etiam est in calce de Morbo Gallico 
tractatus, Antonii Fracanciani Bononiae in loco eminentis scientiae 
faeliciter legentis.  Patauii: Lucam Bertellum; Christophorum 
Gryphium, 1564; 1563. Two works in one. 4to. Title page to each 
work. Half-calf with paper boards. First edition of two rare treatises 
on syphilis. “In this classic work on ‘the French disease,’ Fallopius 
wrote more knowingly of the Europe-wide scourge of syphilis than 
previous authors on the subject and was one of the first to oppose the 
use of mercury in its treatment.” He here asserts his belief that 
syphilis was brought to Europe from America by the associates of 
Columbus, and strongly recommends the use of guaiac wood for its 
cure, though he also mentions certain other remedies. The second 
treatise on the same subject is by Fracanzano (1500?-1569), who 
became professor of medicine at Padua in 1539. $ 12,000.00 

 

THE FIRST CLEAR DEFINITION OF ASTHMA 

30. FLOYER, John. A treatise of the asthma. Divided into four parts. In 

the first is given a history of the fits, and the symptoms preceding them. In the 
second, the cacochymia which disposes to the fit, and the rarefaction of the 
spirits which produces it, are described. In the third, the accidental causes of 
the fit, and the symptomatic asthmas are observed. In the fourth, the cure of 
the asthma fit, and the method of preventing it is proposed.  London: 
Richard Wilkin, 1698. 8vo. Contemporary calf. From the library of 
Burnes Floyer of Lichfield, a descendant of the author, with his 
signature on the first blank, and the bookplates of Hyman Miller M.D. 
and Kenneth Garth Huston Jr. First edition of the first clear 
description of bronchial asthma, and the first major monograph on the 
subject in English. Floyer separates asthma from other pulmonary 
disorders, discusses the influence of heredity in asthma and includes 
an early description of emphysema.     $ 6500.00 



 
 
 

SURVEYING IN THE AGE BEFORE LOGARITHMS - - 
THE FIRST FRENCH PATENT FOR AN INVENTION 

 

31. FOULLON, Abel [Fullon, Fullone]. Descrittione, et uso 

dell'holometro. Per saper misurare tutte le cose, che si possono veder coll'ochio 
cosi in lunghezza, & larghezza; come in altezza & come in altezza & 
profondita .  Venice: Giordano Ziletti, 1564. 4to. With printer’s device 
on title, 16 engravings (8 full-page), woodcut historiated and putti 
initials, head- and tail-pieces. Old limp; interior in excellent condition 
with a very light stamp on the first blank leaf containing the initials L 
and G with wedding bells underneath the initials.  

First Italian edition (after the first French edition of 1555) of a 
valuable treatise on the author’s newly invented quadrant for 
geometrical measuring and surveying. The device, which he named 
holometre, resembled a cross-staff, and was mainly intended for the 
delineation of cartographical maps and surveying. However, and of 
great interest, the instrument gave instant results, without the need 
for calculations in the age before logarithms. Foullon (c. 1513-1563), 
French poet and mechanic, was director of the Royal Mint and valet 
de chambre to King Henry II. He is chiefly known for the invention of 
this instrument, for which Henry II granted the first ever patent in 
France to Foullon.       $ 5000.00 



PLATES BY WILLIAM BLAKE 

 

32. GAY, John  & AESOP. The fables of John Gay; with a life of the author and embellished with seventy plates. (offered with) The fables of Aesop. With 

a life of the author; and embellished with one hundred twelve plates.  London: John Stockdale, 4th June, 1793; 1793. Four volumes together. 8vo. 
Engraved title page in each volume, plus 112 plates in the Aesop and 70 plates in Gay, 12 by William Blake; plates with blank leaves as guards. A 
large paper copy bound in polished mottled calf with matching flyleaves, gilt-ruled around the edges and inner dentelles, gilt decorated spine. All 
edges gilt; interior has some light offsetting from plates as usual.  

First edition, first issue of both works with the long “s” throughout. An exquisite set.      $ 4500.00 



 

 

SIGNED BY CHAGALL AND THE AUTHOR 

33. GOLL, Claire. Diary of a horse.  New York: Editions Hemispheres, 
1946 [colophon states November, 1945]. 4to. With 4 original drawings 
by Chagall. Original boards; an exquisite copy. First edition, one of 320 
copies printed overall. Ours is Number 156 printed on Ticonderoga 
paper, signed on the colophon by the author, plus Chagall’s signature on 
the title page. Wonderful stories of a Paris cab-horse. $ 2500.00 

 

 

34 GOLL, Claire et Yvon; CHAGALL, Marc (illustrator). Dix mille aubes. Poemes d’amour.  
Paris: Falaize, 1951.  12mo. Original printed wrappers. With 8 illustrations by Chagall. 
Inscribed by both authors and artist. An amazing, unopened copy. First edition, No. 177 of a 
total printing of 957 copies, of this charming book of poems. The entwined signatures of 
both Claire and Yvon follow a short presentation on the fly-leaf, and Chagall boldly signed 
on the title page. Claire Goll was a German journalist, poet and writer who spent most of her 
life in Switzerland and France; she married the poet Yvon Gall in 1921.  $ 1200.00 



 

 

 

FUNDAMENTAL WORK ON EMBRYOLOGY AND 
ENDOCRINOLOGY 

35. HARVEY, William. Exercitationes de generatione animalium.  
Amsterdam: Elzevir, 1651. 12mo. With the added engraved title 
carrying the London imprint intended for the English trade, and the 
Elzivir device on the second title. Contemporary vellum with 
overlapping edges; a handsome copy preserved in a morocco-backed 
clamshell box.  

First issue of the second (or first Continental) edition, published the 
same year as the first (London) edition. This edition has the added 
engraved title page with the London imprint, and is believed to be the 
first of the three Amsterdam issues, all printed in 1651. Harvey’s 
fundamental work on embryology and endocrinology was the most 
important book on the subject to appear during the seventeenth 
century. He “was among the first to disbelieve the erroneous doctrine 
of the “preformation” of the foetus; he maintained that the organism 
derives from the ovum by the gradual building up and aggregation of 
its parts. The chapter on midwifery in this book is the first work on 
that subject to be written by an Englishman. This book also 
demonstrates Harvey’s intimate knowledge of the existing literature 
on the subject” (G&M).     $ 2500.00 



CLASSIC OF AMERICAN LITERATURE 

36. HAWTHORNE, Nathaniel. The scarlet letter.  Boston: Ticknor 

Reed and Fields, 1850. 8vo. Title in red and black with publisher’s 
ads dated March 1, 1850 between front endpapers. With all first 
issue points. Original blind-stamped brown cloth with gilt lettering 
on spine; text lightly toned with a couple of insignificant stains on 
lower fore-edge of a few leaves. A superb copy, possibly re-cased and 
preserved in a morocco clamshell box with a scarlet “A” applique on 
front cover. First edition, first issue of one of the great classic of 
American literature. Printed in a limited edition of 2500 copies. 
        $ 7500.00 

PRACTICAL AND THEORETICAL ELECTRICITY 

37. HEAVISIDE, Oliver. Electrical papers.  New York and London: 

Macmillan and Co., 1894. Two volumes. 8vo. Text illustrations. 
Original publisher’s cloth, an exceptionally good copy. Ownership 
signature of the writer and electrical engineer F[ranz] J[osphe] 
Dommerque. Scarce second edition of Heaviside’s collected works in 
all aspects of electricity, practical and theoretical. First printed two 
years earlier, many of the papers had originally appeared in the 
Philosophical Magazine and The Electrician. He deals with “theoretical 
aspects of problems in telegraphy and electrical transmission, making 
use of an unusual calculatory method called operational calculus, now 
better known as the method of Laplace transforms, to study transient 
currents in networks. His work on the theory of the telephone made 
long-distance service practical.”   $ 1500.00 

 



MANUSCRIPT NOTES FROM THE MEETING AT COLD SPRINGS HARBOR 

38. HEITZ, Emil. Autographed manuscript notes in German. Letterhead of Max-Planck Institut für Biologie. With a diagram of two chemical 

structures, in pen and ink on verso, and a slip bearing further diagrams, one in pencil of the double helix, two copied over in pen and ink of DNA 
“unzipping” and of diagrams of chemical structures. One leaf, both sides. Not before May 1954. 15 x 21 mm. Notes from the meeting at Cold 
Springs Harbor, which Prof. Heitz attended, containing a model of DNA from Watson and Crick. The notes were taken from Friksa? 
“Erkenntnisse u. Probleme d. Virusforschung” (Knowledge and problems in virus research) in Jahrbuch der Max Planck Institut 1953 (published 
May 1954) and concerns the structure of DNA. The notes were taken from pages 26-27. A complete citation has been written on the verso, noting 
the Cold Spring Harbor Symposium at which Watson and Crick made their original presentation. Heitz (1892-1965) was a German scientist who 
established the longitudinal differentiation of chromosomes both genetically active and genetically inert–a keystone in cytogenetics. He also co-
discovered the giant salivary chromosomes of the fly.           $ 1250.00 

 



MAJOR IMPACT ON AMERICAN HORSE BREEDING 

39. HUNTINGTON, Randolph. History in brief of “Leopard” and “Linden,” General Grant’s Arabian stallions, presented to him by the Sultan of 

Turkey in 1879. Also their sons “General Beale,” “Hegira,” and “Islam,” bred by Randolph Huntington. Also reference to the celebrated stallion “Henry 
Clay.” [Philadelphia]: J. B. Lippincott Company, 1885. 4to. Dedication to General U.S. Grant. With 5 full-page photographic illustrations. 
Original publisher’s cloth, title and design in gilt on front cover; an excellent copy. First and only edition of this historical account of the 
breeding of the stallions given to President Grant. These animals became the foundation of the Rangerbred horse. In 1878, General Grant, 
during a world tour, visited Sultan Abdul Hamid of Turkey. As a token of deep friendship, the Sultan presented the General with two desert 
stallions on the day of his departure. One was an Arabian named Leopard, the other a Barb named Linden Tree. Both of these stallions are 
listed in the studbooks of two American breed registries, The Arabian Horse Club and the American Jockey Club. Their impact on the horse 
world touches almost every breed in the United States today. These stallions reached Virginia early in 1879 where they attracted the attention 
of one of America’s greatest horsemen, Randolph Huntington. Huntington, a friend of Grant, had spent nearly fifty years breeding trotters and 
roadsters. He saw in the two desert stallions the opportunity to perfect his new breed of light harness horses, which he proposed to name the 
Americo Arab. Grant gave Huntington full permission to use the stallions as he thought best. The next fourteen years brought Huntington’s 
new breed to a high state of perfection through the use of the Barb and Arabian blood.       $ 1950.00 



 

 

 

THE CAUSES AND TREATMENT OF GOUT 

40. INDIA, Francesco. De gutta podagrica, chiragrica, et arthritica libri 

duo. . . .  Veronae: Societatis Aspirantium Cura, 1600. Small 4to. 
Printer’s device depicting snakes in water on the title page, woodcut 
initials, and a large woodcut above the colophon. Contemporary stiff 
paper binding with handwritten title on the spine.  

First edition of this rare work on the causes and treatment of gout. 
By the end of the sixteenth century, medical knowledge of gout had 
not progressed much past theories of the humours or wild guesses 
regarding diet. Purging and bleeding to restore balance were still the 
most widely prescribed remedies, though various other treatments 
(some quite disgusting) were also experimented with. This treatise by 
the Veronese natural philosopher and physician Francesco India (fl. 
1590’s) includes a great many tables to assist in identifying the various 
types and treatments of the disease. India specifically identifies 
different forms and effects of gout and for each class details various 
remedies and restrictions. Quite a forward-thinking work for the time.
       $ 3500.00 



 
 
 
 
 
 

ACCLAIMED AFRICAN AMERICAN ARTIST  
 

41. [WATERCOLOR] JONES, Lois M. [Untitled]. Watercolor 
sketch of a Parisian street. 18 x 13 cm. Signed by the artist in the 
lower right corner and dated Paris, [19]38. With two small tears 
expertly repaired. 
 
Lois M. Jones (1905-1998) was an influential African-American artist 
whose internationally recognized career spanned from the period of 
the Harlem Renaissance through the late 1990's. Despite the 
pervasive gender and racial discrimination of the time, Jones won a 
scholarship to the Boston Museum School and continued her studies 
at Harvard, Columbia, and Howard (where she later became an 
instructor). She was also a co-founder of a group known as “The Little 
Paris Studio,” an influential art collective in Washington, D.C. Best 
known for her vibrant oil and watercolor paintings, Jones’s early work 
is often compared to Cezanne, though she later developed her own 
unique style that incorporated influences from her travels in France 
and Haiti, and later in her career, Africa. Jones’s work remains highly 
collectible and her art is currently displayed in prominent museums 
and collections around the world, including the Metropolitan, the 
Hirshorn, the National Portrait Gallery, and the Boston Museum of 
Fine Arts.      $ 7500.00 
  



FIRST SCIENTIFIC JOURNEY TO THE MOUNTAINS OF THE MOON 

42. [RUWENZORI EXPEDITION]. “Zoological results of the Ruwenzori Expedition 1905-1906.” In Transactions of the Zoological Society of 

London, Vol. XIX.  London: Taylor and Francis, 1909-1910. Five parts in one. 4to. With  23 chromolithograph plates and 1 uncoloured plate. 
Contemporary half calf over cloth, gilt design on covers, spine in compartments; interior immaculate. With the small bookplate of W.H.B. 
Fletcher. First printing, parts 1-5, Numbers 1-71 (October, 1909 to March, 1910). The expedition to 'The Mountains of the Moon in Uganda 
was led by R.B. Woosnam on behalf of the Natural History Museum, the first in its field to explore the Ruwenzori mountain range. The 
naturalists from the British museum spent a year collecting and cataloguing specimens, the plates depicting shells, insects, butterflies, reptiles, 
snakes, birds and mammals. The plates include 9 chromolithographed plates of birds and one of their eggs after Henrik Gronvold, 5 of mammals 
and other plates of reptiles, insects, shells, butterflies and moths. A great many new plants and zoological specimens were discovered, including 
new species of Afromoth and African dragonflies. The Mountains of the Moon is an ancient term referring to a legendary mountain or mountain 
range in east Africa at the source of the Nile River. Various identifications have been made in modern times, the Rwenzori Mountains of Uganda 
being the most celebrated.              $ 1500.00 



RARE INNOVATIVE PHARMACEUTICAL WORK  
ONLY 5 COPIES LOCATED IN AMERICA 

 

43. KANE, Robert John (Sir). Elements of practical pharmacy.  
Dublin: Hodges and Smith, 1831. 8vo. With 5 folding plates. Original 
boards. First edition of this extremely rare and important work by 
Kane (1809-1890), known as the “boy professor” as well as the “most 
famous Irish chemist,” who was elected to the Royal Irish Academy at 
the age of 22 years on the strength of this book. Intending to “fill up 
that space which exists between the mere details of the processes in a 
pharmacopoeia and the theoretic explanations of their nature,” the 
author details pharmaceutical operations in which bodies are 
mechanically divided, separated and mixed. After a chapter on heat 
and the modes of ascertaining and then regulating heat in bodies, the 
majority of the work treats chemical operations. $ 5500.00 

THE FIRST TEXTBOOK ON NEWTONIAN PHYSICS 
 

44. KEILL, Jo[hn]. Introductio ad 

veram physicam: seu lectiones physicae 
habitae in schola naturalis philosophiae 
academiae Oxoniensis, A.D. 1700. Quibus 
accedunt Christiani Hugenii theoremata de 
vi centrifuga & motu circulari 
demonstrata.  London & Cambridge: 
Geo. Strahan & G. Thurlbourn, 1741. 
8vo. Engraved title vignette and 12 
folding plates. Contemporary calf. 
This sixth edition (originally 
published in 1701) of Keill’s lecture 
notes on Newtonian mechanics, based 
on the series of experimental lectures 
on Newtonian natural philosophy Keill 
had given at Oxford. These were the 
first such lectures ever given. . . . “their 
attempt to derive Newton’s laws 
experimentally did much to influence 
later publications.” Of special interest is the author’s support of 
Huygens’ approximation of the quadrature, in which he located the 
center of gravity of a segment of a circle. Keill (1671-1721), a famous 
mathematician and astronomer, was a friend and early champion of 
Isaac Newton and his Principia. He was a student of David Gregory 
and Savilian professor of astronomy at Oxford, where he was a 
lecturer and the first to teach natural philosophy by experiments in a 
mathematical manner at Oxford. As a member of the Royal Society, he 
contributed many papers, chiefly in support of Newton. Keill attacked 
Spinosa and Hobbes, and discredited Leibniz and Bernoulli in order to 
protect and maintain Newton’s priority.   $ 600.00 



THE TRUTH ABOUT KEPLER 

45. [KEPLER’S GENEALOGY]. Four items offered together related to Johannes Kepler (1571-1630) and his genealogy. 

1.  GRUNER, C. Kepler’s wahrer geburtsort.  Stuttgart: Emil Ebner, 1866. 8vo. With mounted photograph as frontispiece. Paper wrappers, half 
title as front cover; text is clean and bright. A very good copy. First edition of a pamphlet discussing the birthplace of Kepler. This pamphlet 
attests that his true birthplace was in Weil der Stadt in the Stuttgart region of Germany. The village of Magstadt commonly claimed that 
Kepler had been born there and this led to controversy. However, it has been well documented that Kepler himself stated numerous times that 
Weir der Stadt was his birthplace and that his family had lived there for more than 50 years (Caspar, 29). This pamphlet notes that proceeds 
from its sale will go to the upkeep of Kepler’s monument.  
2.  ROTTER, Dr. Fr. Keppler-Geanologie.  Stuttgart: [n.p.], 1865. Broadside. Double columns. Slightly foxed throughout, otherwise text is 
clean. Description of Gruner’s research into Kepler’s genealogy.  
3. GRUNER, C. Kepler’s Verwandtschatt.  Sauvar: [n.p.], 1865. Illustrated broadside. Corners slightly bumped, otherwise clean, bright and in 
excellent condition. Delightful, colorful, and detailed illustration outlining Kepler’s genealogy and relations up through the nineteenth century.  
4. BRANDSEPH, F. Keplar’s I Frau.  Stuttgart: Photograph Anstallo, [nineteenth century]. Salt print of Kepler’s first wife, Barbara, taken 
from a miniature. Excellent condition.             $ 750.00 
 



 

 

 

HISTORICAL WORK ON LIGHTING RODS IN EUROPE 

46. LANDRIANI, Marsilio. Dell’utilità dei conduttori elettrici.  
Milan: Marelli, 1784. 8vo. Engraved title vignette, head-piece, initial, 
and 1 folding engraved plate. Original wrappers; an excellent 
unsophisticated copy preserved in a folding clamshell box.  

First edition of the author’s fascinating treatise on lightning rods. 
Landriani treats not only practical matters of construction and use, 
but also incorporates a section on scientific theory, differentiating 
between natural and artificial electricity. He provides a detailed 
description of Franklin’s experiments and includes a catalogue of all 
known lightning rods installed in Europe.  $ 3000.00 



FORMATION OF THE UNIVERSE 

47. LAPLACE, Pierre-Simon. Exposition du systeme du monde.  Paris: 

Imprimerie du Cercle-Social, An IV [1796]. Two volumes. 8vo. 
Contemporary half-calf and marbled boards. Book label of Fratelli 
Salimbeni and bookplate with initials CPC and motto, “nec adversa 
retorquent.”  

First edition. A remarkable work which presents the author’s 
explanation of the origin and formation of the solar planetary system. 
Laplace’s celebrated nebular hypothesis as well as his discoveries on 
the rotation of the moon, its elliptic path, etc., are included. The last 
book contains the author’s brilliant history of astronomy, which was 
considered a masterpiece of French literature, and procured his 
admission to the French Academy.    $ 2500.00 

THE PROTESTANT PORT ROYAL LOGIC 

48. LE CLERC, Jean. Logica: sive, ars ratiocinandi; Ontologia; sive de 

ente in genere; Pneumatologia seu de spiritibus.  London: Awnsham & 
Churchill, 1692. Three parts in one. 12mo. Separate title for the 
Ontologia. Contemporary calf, boards ruled in blind, rebacked with 
the original backstrip laid down; an excellent copy.  

First edition of Le Clerc’s revision of the Port Royal Logique from a 
Protestant, Remonstrant perspective. Like the Logique, this work 
deals with concept (idea), judgment, reasoning and method. Much of 
the work is anti-Cartesian and supports Locke’s theories of 
rationality. The present work was written as a textbook for his own 
students in Amsterdam, and was used at Cambridge as a standard 
text for many years, going through five editions by 1716. Le Clerc 
was a confirmed rationalist. He believed that the fundamentals of 
Christianity are capable of demonstration. He opposed Descartes, 
Malebranche, Spinoza, and Leibniz because their theories claim 
knowledge beyond human ideas.     $ 1200.00 



MACHIAVELLI’S GREAT CLASSIC OF POLITICAL SCIENCE 
BOUND WITH TWO RARE & SEMINAL RELATED WORKS 

 

49. MACHIAVELLI, Nicolo. Tutte le opere di Nicolo Machiavelli cittadino et secretario fiorentino, divise in V parti et di nuovo con somma 

accuratezza ristampate al santissimo et beatissimo padre signore nostro Clemente VII Pont. Mass.  [Florence]: n.p., 1650. [Bound with] 
LUBOMIRSKI, Stanislao. De vanitate consiliorum liber unus, in quo vanitas et veritas, rerum humanarum politicis & moralibus rationibus clare 
demonstratur & dialogice exhibetur.  N.p., 1700. [Bound with] BOTERO, Giovanni. Libri tres de origine urbium earum excellentia et augendi ratione 
quibus accesserunt Hippolyti a collibus incrementa urbium sive de causis magnitudinis urbium liber unus.  Helmstadt: Johannis Heitmulleri, 1665. I: Five 
works in one. Machiavelli’s masterpiece, Il Principe, is the work with which he “founded the science of modern politics” by analyzing Cesare 
Borgia’s much-admired “mixture of audacity and prudence, cruelty and fraud, self-reliance and distrust of others” (PMM). II: First edition. A 
commentary on techniques of making correct political decisions, the author examines the notion of prudence or practical reason (prudentia) 
stemming from Cicero’s work. III: Scarce edition of a penetrating operetta in which the author deals with the legal and economic problems 
related to the birth of the modern city and state. 4to. Seven books bound together. Contemporary half vellum and marbled boards.   
                 $ 6000.00 

 



DEFENDING NEWTON’S COSMOLOGY 
 

50. [NEWTON, Isaac] MACLAURIN, Collin An account of Sir 

Isaac Newton’s philosophical discoveries, in four books.  London: Printed 
for the author’s children, 1748. 4to. [xxvi], xx, 392 pp. With half-
title, a 20-page list of subscriber’s, errata and six folding engraved 
plates (plate V out of order). Later calf-back marbled boards, corners 
worn; unobtrusive repair on title and half-title text lightly toned 
throughout, still an excellent copy. First edition of this author’s 
defense of the most controversial points of Newton’s cosmology, as 
well as his theories of celestial motion and gravity. Published 
posthumously by subscription for the benefit of the author’s family, 
this edition contains a biography of Maclaurin by Patrick Murdoch 
(d.1744), still the primary source of biographical information on the 
author.       $ 2000.00 
 

EPHEMERIDES FOR THE NEW GREGORIAN CALENDAR 
 

51. MAGINI, Giovanni Antonio. Novæ ephemerides coelestium 

motum annorum 40. incipientes anno domini 1581. usq; ad annum1620: 
secundum . . . Nicolai Copernici hypotheses, prutenicasq[ue] Reinoldi 
tabulas accuratissime supputat, atq[ue] Gregorian correctioni Romani 
Kalendarij accommodat . . . ad inclitæ urbis Venetiarum longitudinem.  
Venice: Dmianum Zenarium, 1582. 4to. Printers device on title-page 
and on last verso leaf of colophon. Woodcut borders and charts, text 
illustrations, diagrams and tables throughout. Each year has a 
separate title as well as pages dealing variously with the calculations 
of the movements of celestial bodies, planetary positions, solar and 
lunar eclipses, festivals, annual revolutions, fixed stars, and much 
more. Contemporary vellum; a very good copy from the library of 
Owen Gingerich with his bookplate. First edition of the Novae 
ephemerides, the second part of Magini’s famous tables to 1620, his 
first published work containing the rare first ephemerides for the 
new Gregorian calendar. The first part (Ephemerides coelestium 
motuum), published the same year, only covered the years through 
1600.       $ 4500.00 



 

 

 

 

EFFECTS OF ELECTRICITY ON HUMANS 

52. MARTIN, Benjamin. An essay on electricity: being an enquiry into 

the nature, cause and properties thereof, on the principles of Sir Isaac 
Newton's theory of vibrating motion, light and fire; and the various 
phaenomena of forty-two capital experiments; with some observations relative 
to the uses that may be made of this wonderful power of nature.  Bath: 
Printed for the author, 1746. 8vo. Full black morocco.  

First edition of the author’s rare essay on electrical induction with 
his descriptions of a series of experiments. Martin regarded electricity 
as a type of subtle matter, the various phenomena being produced by 
its vibrations, as first suggested by Newton. He explains his concepts 
of electric virtue, the qualities of electric fire (as opposed to fire from 
lightning), and the nature of bodies (including animal) that are infused 
with electricity. His approach appears to be an assumption that the 
best use of electricity is in connection with its effect on the human 
body. Indeed, most of his experiments deal with the effect on humans 
when shocked!      $ 4000.00 



THOUGHTS ON INDUCTIVE LOGIC 

53. MILL, John Stuart. A system of logic, ratiocinative and inductive, being a connected view of the principal evidence, and the methods of scientific 

investigation.  London: John W. Parker, 1843. Two volumes. 8vo. Contemporary calf.  

First edition of the author’s most important work in pure philosophy. He here gives an account not only of logic, but of the methods of science 
and their applicability to social as well as purely natural phenomena.       $ 4500.00 

 

 

2018 – YEAR OF THE DOG 

54. MIVART, St. George. Dogs, jackals, wolves, and foxes: a 

monograph of the canidae.  London: R.H. Porter, 1890. 4to. With 45 
hand-colored lithographed plates by Keulemans, and 59 text 
woodcuts. Original brown cloth, uncut.  
First edition of the principal work on the canidae, a lineage of 
carnivorans that includes dogs, wolves, foxes, jackals, and many 
other extant and extinct dog-like mammals. Mivart attempted to 
reconcile Darwin's theory of evolution with the beliefs of the 
Catholic Church and ended up being condemned by both parties.  
       $ 4000.00



INTRODUCTION TO DRUGS FROM THE COLONIES  

55. MONARDES, Nicolas. Joyfull newes out of the new-found worlde. Wherein are declared, the rare and singuler vertues of divers herbs, trees, 

plantes, oyles & stones, with their applications, as well to the use of physicke, as of chirurgery: which being well applyed, bring such present remedie for all 
diseases, as may seeme altogether incredible: notwithstanding by practice found out to be true. Also the portrature of the said hearbs, verie aptly described . . . 
Wherunto are added three other bookes treating of the Bezaar Stone, the herb Escuerconera, the properties of iron and steele in medicine, and the benefit of 
snow.   London: E. Allde, 1596. Five parts in one. 4to. General and two sectional title-pages with woodcut typographical border, 12 woodcuts 
in the text (3 full-page) illustrating herbs and plants. Late seventeenth or early eighteenth-century boards. Some annotations and notations 
through the book, plus a number of ownership inscriptions. Third English edition (first edition Seville, 1569; first English edition, 1577), 
translated by John Frampton from several important Spanish treatises by the Spanish physician Monardes. In addition to describing the uses 
and cultivation of quinine, sassafras, cassava, rhubarb, and ginger, Monardes “was the first to write of the vegetable poison curare, and his 
lengthy description of an even more famous American plant introduced to Europe the name ‘tabaco’ and ‘nicotain’ . . .” (Norman). This was 
the “first treatise on Central American drugs, and for many years the most important work on the medicinal plants of the New 
World” (Garrison & Morton). The additional treatises on the medical properties of the bezoar stone, iron and steel and snow appeared first in 
English in the 1580 edition. A very popular work, especially for the interesting details of pharmaceutical plants from the New World. 
                $ 17,500.00 



FANTASTIC CITY VIEWS 
 

56. MUNSTER, Sebastian. Cosmographia universalis lib. VI.  Basel: 
Heinrich Petri, 1559. Folio. Title hand-colored within woodcut 
historiated border with hand-colored portrait of Munster on verso, 
large woodcut printer’s device. With 14 double-page woodcut maps 
(including 2 world maps and one of the Americas), numerous double-
page town views (including 3 folding panoramas), and over 900 
woodcut text illustrations. Contemporary rolled pigskin with 
elaborate blind-tooling depicting saints, clasps on front board; 
generally an amazing copy with contemporary annotations on paste-
down, ownership inscriptions on title, annotation (possibly dated 
1650) on verso of title, significant annotations to the map of 
America. A desirable complete copy of an amazing book, first 
published in 1544 with about forty further editions appearing by 
1628. This work, certainly one of Münster's most important, counts 
among the most lavishly illustrated books from the days of 
Renaissance. The thirty city views include Augsburg, Basel, Bern, 
Florence, Frankfurt/Main, Freiburg, Fulda, Geneva, Jerusalem, 
Koblenz, Cologne, Constantinople, Naples, Paris, Speyer, 
Strasbourg, Trier, Ulm, and Venice, among many others. The 
monumental folding illustrations include views of Worms, 
Heidelberg and Vienna. Cosmographia also includes an encyclopaedic 
amount of detail about the known ‑‑ and unknown ‑‑ world and was 
undoubtedly one of the most widely read books of its time. Aside 
from the well‑known maps, the text includes portraits of kings and 
princes, costumes and occupations, habits and customs, flora and 
fauna, monsters, wonders, and horrors.  $ 45,000.00 



CONTAINS IMPORTANT ADDITIONS AND 
CORRECTIONS 

THE MOST WIDELY-READ EDITION OF THE PRINCIPIA 

57. NEWTON, Sir Isaac. Philosophiae naturalis principia 

mathematica . . . editio ultima auctior et emendator.  Amsterdam: 
Sumptibus Societatis, 1714. 4to. With folding engraved plate of 
cometary orbit facing p. 465, numerous woodcut diagrams in the 
text. Contemporary vellum over boards. First Amsterdam 
(Continential) edition of Newton’s epoch-making work, taken from 
the second printed edition. It is in this edition of the Principia that 
Newton’s famous additions to the theory of the motion of the moon 
and the planets appear. This was likely the most widely-read edition, 
being the first available to everyone outside of Britain and America.
       $ 16,500.00 

 

INVENTION OF THE 
CALCULUS 

 

58. NEWTON, Sir Isaac. The 

method of fluxions and infinite 
series; with its application to the 
geometry of curve-lines. . . .  
London: Printed by Henry 
Woodfall; and sold by John 
Nourse, 1736. 4to. Engraved 
frontispiece, interpolated leaf 
[143-144], and leaf containing 
errata on the recto, publisher’s 
advertisements on the verso. 
Paneled sprinkled calf in a 
contemporary style; a large 
paper copy with very wide 
margins, a few contemporary 
annotations. First edition of 

Newton’s treatise on the calculus, a work of great importance and 
rarity. Ready for publication in 1671, it was not until 1736 that it 
was finally published in the present English translation by John 
Colson, who added a lengthy commentary.   $ 65,000.00

THE GRAND SURGERY 
 

59. PARACELSUS, [Theophrastus Bombastus von Hohenheim] 

La grande chirurgie; Discours de la goutte; Traictez de la preparation des 
médicamens.  Lyon: Antoine de Harsy, 1603. Three volumes in one. 
4to. Title in red and black, head- and tailpieces, text woodcuts and 
tables. Full calf in a contemporary style; interior washed, wormholes 
not affecting letters. Second French edition translated by Claude 
Dariot. Sudhoff notes that the two treatises added to his Great 
surgery, one on gout, the other on preparations of medications, are of 
fundamental importance in the history of Paracelsus, particularly the 
latter.         $ 2250.00 



OPTICS AND PERSPECTIVE IN THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY 

 
 
 
60. PECKHAM, John. Perspectivae communis libri tres.  Cologne: Heirs of Arnold 
Birckmann, 1580. 4to. With numerous geometrical text diagrams. Quarter vellum and 
marbled paper over boards. 
Rare illustrated edition of this classic work on optics, the most influential and widely 
read treatise on perspective and its underlying optical basis. Written in the second half 
of the thirteenth century during Peckham’s professorship at the papal curia, it was “the 
most widely used of all optical texts . . . and remains today the best index of what was 
known to the scientific community in general on the subject” (DSB). The work’s most 
original contribution is the description of concave refracting surfaces, the first 
description in a printed text of such glasses, though its greater importance probably 
lies in being the starting point for later attempts to make the study of perspective more 
mathematically rigorous. In the first part Peckham discusses the propagation of light 
and color, the anatomy and physiology of the eye, the act of visual perception, physical 
requirements for vision, the psychology of vision, and the errors of direct vision. He 
then goes on to discuss vision by reflected rays and presents a careful and sophisticated 
analysis of image formation by reflection. Peckham (ca. 1230-1292) was Archbishop of 
Canterbury.          $ 4500.00 



 
COSTUME DESIGN STILLS FROM A FAMOUS MOTION PICTURE MUSICAL 

 

61. [PHOTOGRAPHS] 
Collection of 30 original photographs from the MGM motion picture ANNIE GET YOUR GUN (1950). The photographs depict the 
costumes created by Helen Rose and Walter Plunkett for the 1950 musical comedy, based on the love story of Annie Oakley and Frank 
Butler, who met at a shooting match. Annie, an incredible sharpshooter, joins Butler in Col. Cody’s Wild West Show and the rivalry between 
the two begins. The film showcases songs such as “Anything you can do, I can do better” and “You can’t get a man with a gun.” Music and 
lyrics by Irving Berlin and screenplay by Sidney Sheldon. The photographs offered here were never released by MGM. $ 4500.00 



EARLY TREATISE ON THE THEORY OF NUMBERS 

62. PSELLUS, Michael. Pselli Arithmetica Guilhelmo Xylandro 

interprete cum Praefatione Christophori Meureri. . .  Lipsiae: Typis 
Abrahami Lambergi, 1616. 8vo. With the Pegasus device on the title 
page as well as a small stamp. Early vellum; text (paper stock) 
extremely browned. First Xylander edition of Psellus, originally 
published in Greek at Venice, 1532. Psellus (1020-1110), a 
Byzantine writer of the eleventh century, taught philosophy at 
Constantinople and was tutor to the son of the Emperor 
Constantinus Ducas. Psellus was one of the last of the Greek writers 
on arithmetic. “This work, devoted solely to the theory of numbers, 
represents the arithmetical inheritance derived from the older 
Hellenic civilization. The treatise covers the mediaeval Quadrivium 
– arithmetic, music, geometry, and astronomy – and is the only late 
Greek work on arithmetic that attracted attention in the 
Renaissance period” (Smith, Rara Arithmetica). $ 950.00 

ESSAY ON THE INEFFECTIVENESS OF SMALLPOX 
INOCULATION 

63. RAMAZZINI, Gioseffo. Osservazioni mediche del dottore Gioseffo 

Ramazzini modanese consecrate al merito sublime dell’illustrissimo Sig. Don 
Paolo Valcarengo.  Modena: Bartolomeo Soliani, 1767. 12mo. With 
woodcut vignette on title and on p. 75, woodcut initials, head- and 
tailpieces. Contemporary vellum; an excellent copy. First and only 
edition of this scarce work from the great-grandson of the renowned 
physician Bernardino Ramazzini. 
This work was written during the 
early days of empirical 
experimentation with smallpox 
inoculation. Many young physicians 
during this time were excited about 
the prospects of treating diseases 
with this method, notwithstanding 
the cross-infection and deaths from 
poor preparation. Ramazzini takes a 
more conservative stand, 
emphatically stating that medical 
practice is unprepared to create a 
useful and effective vaccine, as well as 
the lack of experience most doctors 
have in the practice of inoculation. 
The first part of the book discusses 
the case of the Jesuit Father 
Giuseppe Morandi, who was also 
affected by asthma and dropsy. 
Describing the medical procedures, 
including surgical remedies, 
Ramazzini notes the progress of his case and how the good Father 
healed perfectly. In the second part of the book he analyzes the 
situation resulting from smallpox inoculations given to three young 
sisters, the daughters of Doctor Rocco Girolami of Tuscany. All three 
girls were vaccinated against smallpox in 1758 and in 1764 they 
contracted the disease anyway. Though they survived, they became 
the source for the disease to some friends who died. OCLC locates 1 
copy in America (NLM).      $ 2500.00 



MUSINGS FROM THE FATHER OF NEUROSCIENCE 

64. RAMÓN Y CAJAL, Santiago. Chácharas de café: pensamientos, 

anécdotas y confidencias.  Madrid: Librería de Nicolás Moyam, 1920. 
8vo. Publisher’s burgundy cloth. First and only edition, very rare, of 
this book of meditations, often humorous, by the father of 
neuroscience. These chácharas (“chitchats”) were born from Cajal’s 
participation in tertulias at Café Suizo, once a locus of Spanish culture 
where intellectuals gathered daily for lively discussion. These 
ruminations recall the dialogues of “philosophers ancient and modern, 
from Plato and Epicurus to Schopenhauer and Herbert Spencer; and 
we rendered enthusiastic veneration to evolution and its high priests, 
Darwin and Haeckel, and abominated the satanic arrogance of 
Nietzsche” (Cajal). Written towards the end of his life, the text is 
divided into vignettes and anecdotal ruminations throughout eleven 
chapters which cleverly muse over love, immortality, death, education, 
conversation, politics, morality, and many other topics. Cajal (1852-
1934), Spanish histologist, professor, and author, was awarded the 
1906 Nobel Prize in medicine along with Camillo Golgi for their 
research into the central nervous system. OCLC locates 1 copy of the 
book in North American (San Francisco Public Library) and 2 in 
Spain.        $ 4500.00  

 

WITH ADDITIONS AND COMMENTARY BY SNELLIUS 

65. RAMUS, Petrus. Arithmeticae libri duo, cum commentariis 

Wilebrordi Snelli.  [Leyden]: Ex Officina Platiniana, 1613. 8vo. With 
the Plantin printer’s device on the title. Later full calf; in superb 
condition. This edition of Ramus’s popular handbook of basic 
mathematics is especially valuable for the outstanding commentary 
and additions of the Dutch scientist Willebrord Snellius. Ramus 
(1515-1572), a French humanist, taught and wrote on many topics, 
including works on logic and rhetoric, grammar, mathematics, 
astronomy and optics. Snellius, or Snell (1580-1626), was a Dutch 
mathematician and astronomer, was a follower of Ramus. Both were 
quite critical of Aristotle.      $ 950.00 

CATALOGUE OF THE LIBRARY OF A NOBEL SCIENTIST 

66. RICHARDSON, Sir O[wen] W[illans] & EATON, Peter. 

The Eaton-Richardson library on the atom.  London: Peter Eaton, 1960. 
Folio. Approximately 400+ leaves (thousands of entries). 
Mimeographed typescript, 
printed on one side only. Loose 
in original cloth portfolio and 
slipcase. Inserted is a letter to 
Eaton dated December 12, 1959 
signed by H.M. Richardson. 
Original list of the library and 
manuscript archives of Nobel 
Laureate Professor Sir Owen 
Willans Richardson (1879-1959), 
as offered for sale by Peter Eaton, 
an early British bookseller. 
Especially important in electron 
theory and manuscript materials, 
the catalogue is also a major 
reference for ephemeral material 
relating to pre‑World War II 
atomic science. Richardson 
received the 1929 Nobel Prize in 
physics for his work on the 
thermionic phenomenon and 
especially for the discovery of the 
law named after him. It is noted 
that the collection was purchased by Texas University. This 
catalogue is very scarce, as apparently only a small number were 
issued.       $ 1500.00 

 



MASTER OF CLINICAL OBSERVATION 
 

67. RIDLEY, Humphrey. Observationes quædam medico-practicæ inter 

quas aliquanto susiųs agitur de 
asthmate et hydrophobia.  London: 
Jacob Tonson, 1703. 8vo. With an 
engraved plate of the fetal heart. 
A fascinating binding of marbled 
sheep. First edition of Ridley’s 
rare publication containing 
clinical observations of thirty-six 
disorders including hydrophobia, 
asthma, irregular menstruation, 
colic, etc. In addition, he describes 
ten cases of dissection of morbid 
bodies, as well as an important 
illustrated essay on a fetal heart. 
The author was a skilled 
anatomist and an exceptional 
clinical observer. Of special 
interest is his treatment of 
hydrophobia on an Englishman 
bitten by his dog in 1697.  
   $ 1950.00 

RARE RENAISSANCE BOOK OF SECRETS - - 
GENDER OF WRITER QUESTIONED 

  

68. ROSSELLO, Don Timotheo. Della svmma  de’ secreti vniversali 

in ogni materia parte prima [et seconda].  Venezia: Giovanni Bariletto, 
1561. Two parts in one. 8vo. Each part with separate title. Woodcut 
printer’s device of “Prudence” with the motto Prudentia negotium non 
fortuna ducat on each title and full-page on verso of last leaf of each 
part, woodcuts historiated initials, text woodcut illustration of an 
alchemical instrument (sigilla hermetis), contemporary manuscripts 
notes. Contemporary vellum. Manuscript note on second title that 
suggests that Rossello is an alias for D. Panizza of Venice (?). First 

edition, extremely rare, of this important and enigmatic treatise of 
alchemical, pharmaceutical and herbal formulas containing almost 
every remedy and new mode of therapy for illness as well as the 
ability to remain in good health. Among the topics described are 
recipes for plague amulets to aphrodisiacs and formulas from lip balm 
to paint pigments and cleaning teeth. In addition to the many other 
beauty treatments, the second book illustrates how to prepare “special 
waters” used to heal a variety of diseases. Noteworthy is the author’s 
description of his preparation of camphor, quicksilver and sulfur to 
make a universal medicine. . In the same year the present book was 
published, Isabella Cortese, an Italian writer and alchemist, published 
I secreti della signora Isabella Cortese (The secrets of Lady Isabella Cortese), 
same printer, same printer’s device, and very similar text. Both works 
contain instructions on the preparation of practical items such as 
toothpaste, soap and cosmetics; both contain the same directions on 
the “universal medicine”; and both have the same section on erectile 
dysfunction. No extended information has been found on Isabella 

Cortese and her life; all that is 
known is her book of secrets. It 
has been questioned whether 
Cortese was a pseudonym for 
Rossello (or whoever Rossello 
actually was), as the possibility 
might exist for increased sales 
based on a female author. 
Alternatively, it could be that 
Rossello was a pseudonym 
used by Cortese (or whoever 
she actually was). The 
manuscript note indicating an 
alias of Rossello puts 
everything into question; the 
only Panizza we could locate 
was the printer Valente 
Panizza (fl. 1562-1572). 
  $ 10,500.00  



THE FIRST AND MOST IMPORTANT ITALIAN 
COMMENTARY ON 

PTOLEMY’S GEOGRAPHIA 
 

69. RUSCELLI, Girolamo. La geografia di Claudio Tolomeo. . . .; 

Espositioni et introduttioni universali. . . .; Discorso universale di M. 
Gioseppe Moleto mathematico. . . .  Venice: Vincenzo Valgrisi, 1561. 

Three parts in one volume. 4to. 
With 64 double-page maps, each 
with 2 pp. of accompanying 
explanatory text. Contemporary 
half calf with speckled boards.  
First edition of Ruscelli’s 
translation into Italian from Greek 
of Ptolemy’s Geographia. The 
copper-engraved maps are enlarged 
copies of those created by Giacomo 
Gastaldi for his 1548 edition of 
Ptolemy and executed by the 
engravers Giulio and Livio Sanuti. 
Of special interest here is that 
Ruscelli’s translation is based on 
the original version in Greek as 

opposed to a further critical editing of later Latin translations. Ruscelli 
points out that Ptolemy was Egyptian, and writing in Greek led him 
to using long sentences and a punctuation that could lead to 
misinterpretation of his text. Ruscelli is also the first of Ptolemy’s 
translators that actually explains the mathematical projections and 
location coordinates. He analyzes the various units of measurement in 
geography and by the end of the first book he describes how to draw a 
geographic table in a bi-dimensional representation that remains 
proportional to the earth’s orbit, as well as explaining where to print 
the names of cities, landmarks, etc. on each map. The second part is 
the Espositioni et introduttioni universali, a treatise on geography, in 
which Ruscelli confirms that terrestrial spheres on paper (globes) were 
produced in Italy in the first half of sixteenth century in a limited 
number and in small sizes.     $ 16,500.00 
 

A MORE SIMPLE EXPLANATION OF THE PRINCIPIA 
MATHEMATICA  

 

70. RUSSELL, Bertrand. Introduction to mathematical philosophy.  
London: George Allen & 
Unwin, Ltd., 1919. 8vo. 
Original publisher’s cloth; 
interior excellent. From the 
library of Austin Duncan-Jones 
(1908-1967), British 
philosopher and professor of 
philosophy at the University of 
Birmingham. First edition. 
Russell discusses the definition 
of numbers, order, rational and 
cardinal numbers, limits, and 
the incompatibility and the 
theory of deduction. His 
intention in writing this book 
was to explain the main ideas of 
his earlier Principia mathematica 
in a less technical manner. His 
focus is on mathematical logic 
as related to traditional 
philosophy, Russell dubbing 
“logic [as] the youth of 
mathematics and mathematics 
[as] the manhood of logic.” It 
is regarded as an articulate, accessible examination of the grey area 
where philosophy and mathematics meet.   $ 550.00   



 

71. SANSON D’ABBEVILLE, Nicolas L’Amerique en plusieurs cartes nouvelles, et exactes; & en divers traictes de geographie, et d’histoire.  Paris: 

chez l’Autheur, 1662. 4to. (245 x 175 mm). [82] pp. Complete with 15 double-page engraved maps hand-colored in outline. Contemporary 
mottled calf, small repair on corners; an excellent copy with only an occasional toning on a few text leaves. Although deemed a second edition, 
this is actually a reissue of the first with a different title page. The maps of the American continent include: North America, New Canada, or 
New France, Florida, Mexico, Guadalajara, New Mexico, California, Audience of Guatimala, the Isles Antilles, & Les Lucayes et Les Caribes, 
South America, Terre Ferme Roy de Grenade, Guiane, Guiane et Caribane, Peru and the course of the Amazon, Chile, Brazil (whose coast is 
possessed by the Portuguese), Paraguay, Detroit de Magellan, Terre et Isles Magellanicques. Each map indicates that Sanson created it but 
bears the address of Pierre Mariete. The explanatory commentary contains information describing the country, customs, and more. This atlas 
is a fine examples of French mapping by the foremost French cartographer of the seventeenth century. Sanson (1600-1667), “Geographe 
Ordinaire du Roi” to Louis XIII, is considered the founder of French cartography and is generally acknowledged as the originator of the great 
age of French cartography. Moreland & Bannister, Antique Maps, p. 128; Sabin, II, 470      $ 6500.00 

THE GREAT AGE OF FRENCH CARTOGRAPHY 



THE FOREMOST FRENCH CARTOGRAPHER OF THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY 
 
72, SANSON D’ABBEVILLE, Nicolas L’Asie en plussieurs cartes nouvelles et exactes: & en divers traitses de geographie, et d’histoire.  Paris: chez 
l’Autheur, 1662. 4to. (250 x 180 mm). [ii], 104 pp. Complete with 17 double-page engraved maps hand-colored in outline. Contemporary 
mottled calf, corner edges neatly repaired, interior has some minor dampstaining mainly on text and on blank verso of maps, last blank leaf torn 
on lower fore-edge. A contemporary signature on first blank leaf. Similar to L’Amerique, this atlas of the continent of Asia was first printed in 
1652 and reprinted here with a new title page. The maps are all dated 1652 with (only one dated 1653) and do not include the address of 
Mariette. The atlas features maps of India, Persia, China, Japan, the Maldives, Arabia and the Philippines, among others. Just prior to publication 
of this series of works (which also included atlases of Europe and Africa), Sanson formed a partnership with Pierre Mariette, an engraver and 
printseller. Pursuant to their contract, Sanson drew the maps and Mariette engraved and printed them. Each maintained possession of half of the 
plates, and they were allowed to exchange and/or buy from one another. Some bore the address of Sanson, others Mariette. But Sanson allowed 
Mariette to store his plates, and Mariette without prior agreement started placing his address on Sanson’s plates. In time, a lawsuit which had 
been prosecuted was settled when both died and their respective sons took over the business.     $ 4500.00 
   



“OF MAJOR IMPORTANCE IS THE FREEDOM TO 
PHILOSOPHIZE” 

73. SCRIBONIUS, Guihelmo 

Adolfo. Triumphus logicæ Rameæ, 
ubi tum in ipsa præcepta P. Rami 
addita, tum in vniuersos eius 
interpretes & animaduersores 
animaduersiones obseruationes a 
plurimæ proponunter. . . .  Basil: 
[Petri Pernae], 1583. 8vo. 
Woodcut initials and headpieces. 
Contemporary vellum. First 
edition of Scribonius’ work 
containing his valuable 
commentary in support of Petrus 
Ramus, the anti-Aristotelian 
philosopher from Northern 
France. “Scribonius published a 
series of philosophical and 
medical writings, the most 
famous of which is his Triumphus 
logicae Rameae (Basil, 1583), in 

which he leads a lively polemic, with the continuous explanation, 
supplementation and critical correction of the dialectic of Ramus 
against the German reform theologian Johannes Piscator (1546-
1625), as well as Friedrich Beurhaus (1536-1609), who defended 
Ramus in his Defensio P. Rami dialecticae per scholasticas quarundam 
interpretationum, animadversionum, triumphorum et emendationum 
disquisitiones (Erfurt, 1588), and other Ramists.” Followers of Ramus 
were devoted. Scribonius, for example, attacked other Ramists on 
more than one occasion for departing from the teaching of the 
Dialectica. Yet, at the same time, he emphatically declared that every 
adherent of Ramist philosophy must swear to the principle of libertas 
philosophandi, the freedom to philosophize. Neither Ramus nor his 
followers felt able to extend this freedom to theological questions, 
though their scholastic opponents accused them of having done so.
       $ 1200.00 

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW  
TO KEEP PET PARAKEETS 

74. SETH-SMITH, David. Parrakeets. A handbook to the imported 

species.  London: R.H. Porter, 1903. 4to. With 20 colored plates and 
24 text illustrations. Contemporary red cloth; bound into the back 
are the printed wrappers for the original 6 parts. An excellent uncut 
copy. First edition. “A description of the habits, in life and in 
captivity, of about 131 of the smaller species of the parrot groups. An 
occasional discussion of a family or genus is added. The colored 
plates are excellent” (Zimmer). This work contains all of the 
information a person would need to keep pet parakeets. It sheds light 
on how to feed, breed and care for a wide assortment of parakeets in 
a home aviary, as well as numerous other small parrot species. 
       $ 850.00 



RADIOACTIVE ELEMENTS AND ISOTOPES 
 

75. SODDY, Frederick. The interpretation of the atom.  London: 
John Murray, [1932]. 8vo. With 20 plates of photographic images, 
numerous text illustrations, and 2 folding plates. Original cloth, dust 
jacket in good condition with some soiling; interior very good, with 
a few notes in pencil by a previous owner. First edition of one of the 
author’s most important works. This book was intended to appeal to 
the general reading public as well as students of science and 
discusses radioactive elements and isotopes in addition to the “wider 
application of these fundamental discoveries.” Soddy (1877-1956) 
was awarded the 1921 Nobel Prize in chemistry for his contributions 
to our knowledge of the chemistry of radioactive substances, and his 
investigations into the origin and nature of isotopes.     $ 850.00 

 THE SOLVAY   
 CONFERENCES 

76. [NOBEL SCIENTISTS]. 

LANGEVIN, P. & DE BROGLIE, 
M. (Editors). La théorie du 
rayonnment et les quanta. (offered 
with) Électrons et photons.  Paris: 
Gauthier-Villars, 1912; 1928. 8vo. 
From the library of Martin J. Klein, 
first recipient of the Abraham Pais 
Prize for the History of Physics. 
First editions. The publications 
that resulted from the first and fifth 
Solvay Conferences of 1911 and 
1927. Includes papers by Einstein, 
Sommerfeld, Langevin, Nernst, 
Marie Curie, Perrin, Planck, Jeans 
and Lorentz, among others. The 
fifth Solvay conference was perhaps the most famous, as it included 
luminaries such as Nobelists Einstein, Bohr, Bragg, Compton, Dirac, 
Schrodinger, Curie, De Broglie and Heisenberg. This was also the 
beginning of the Bohr-Einstein debates about quantum mechanics.
       $ 5500.00 

 

RARE CONTINUATION OF REGIOMONTANUS’ TABLES 

77. STOEFFLER, Johann. Ephemeridum opus Joannis Stoefleri 

jvstingensis mathematici à capite anni redemptoris Christi MDXXXII in 
alios XX proximè subsequentes, ad veterum imitationem accuratissimo 
calculo, elaboratum.  Tübingen: Huldenrichum Morhart, ann. XXXI 
[1531] Kal, Sept. 4to. Woodcut portrait of author on title has been 

ascribed to Hans 
Holbein the younger; 
title in facsimile on 
contemporary paper. 
Text woodcuts 
throughout. 
Astronomical tables for 
1532-1551. Blind-tooled 
pigskin over boards. 
Contemporary 
inscriptions on front 
blank, one dated 1534. 
Rare; we have located 
copies at the Adler 
Planetarium and the 
University of Michigan; 
the Harvard copy is 
incomplete as is the 
University of 
Oklahoma’s copy. 

Stoeffler’s astronomical tables are basically a continuation of the 
tables of Regiomontanus. Stoeffler (1452-1531), mathematician, 
astronomer and cosmographer, was the first to show that the Julian 
calendar could be brought into harmony with astronomical events. In 
spite of all his precautions he died the very day as he had predicted in 
his horoscope.      $ 3500.00 

 

 



THE VOYAGES OF CAPTAIN GULLIVER 

78. SWIFT, Jonathan. Travels into several remote nations of the 

world. In four parts by Lemuel Gulliver.  London: Benj. Motte, 1727. 
Four parts in two volumes. 8vo. Complete  with frontispiece portrait 
in volume 1, with inscription within oval frame, 5 maps and 1 plate 
of symbols, woodcut head- and tailpieces. Contemporary calf; a very 
nice copy from the collection of Nathaniel E. Stein, late President of 

the Manuscript Society. Despite 
“second edition” on both title 
pages, Terrink cites this as the 
fourth octavo edition; three 
editions were published the prior 
year. These are the voyages of the 
Captain Gulliver, whose 
(unintended) mission was to seek 
out strange new places and peoples 
and to go where no man has gone 
before. A shipwrecked castaway, 
Gulliver encounters diminutive 
Lilliputians, the primitive and 
crude giants of Brobdingnag, 
abstracted scientists of Laputa, 
philosophical Houyhnhnms, and 
later, the brutish Yahoos. 
Somewhat a satire and a parody on 
human nature, Gulliver’s travels 
has not been out of print since its 
first publication. It is the best-
known full-length work of Swift, 
and a classic of English literature.   
   $ 6500.00 

FIRST AIRLINE FLIGHT AROUND THE WORLD 

79. THOMAS, Lowell. The first world flight. Being the personal 

narratives of Lowell Smith, Erik Nelson, Leigh Wade, Leslie Arnold, 
Henry Ogden, [and] John Harding.  Boston and New York: Houghton 
Mifflin Company, 1925. 8vo. With photographic frontispiece and 
numerous illustrations, leaf with the signatures of the author and the 
six aviators, and 2 double-page maps. Publisher’s vellum-backed 
linen; a fantastic copy, uncut and partially unopened. Laid in is a 
letter from the publisher to the first owner, Franklin S. Riley of 
Studebaker Riley Company in Kansas City, dated December 9, 1925. 
The letter, referring to this particular copy (No. 46 of 575), assures 
Mr. Riley that the signatures are genuine, and explains that each 
signature (in all of the signed copies) was made using India ink, at 
the request of the author, as this medium supposedly was more 
durable that using any other type of ink. First edition, the 
“Autograph Edition” signed by the author and the six aviators whose 
stories are set forth in these pages. These are the personal narratives 
of the six aircrew who completed the first around the world flight in 
1924, flying four Douglas Air Cruisers, two of which eventually 
completed the 27,000-mile journey in 175 days, after making 74 
stops.        $ 500.00 



THE INNOCENCE OF CHILDHOOD 

80. TWAIN, Mark. The adventures of Tom Sawyer.  Hartford: The 

American Publishing Company, 1876. Square 8vo. With the 4 pages 
of publisher’s advertisements (“Revised December 1st, 1876”). Wood
-engraved frontispiece and half title printed on separate leaves, and 
numerous wood engravings by True Williams and others. Lovely 
full blue morocco with gilt borders, spine in compartments 

decorated in gilt; 
an excellent 
copy. First 
printing, first 
issue, with all 
issue points 
noted. Featuring 
one of the best-
loved characters 
in American 
fiction, we join 
Tom with his 
well-known 
incidents of the 
whitewashed 
fence, his love 
affair with Becky 
Thatcher, and 
the trial of Injun 
Joe, all evocative 
of life in the 
Mississippi River 

towns in which Twain spent his youth. Also included is a “FIRST 
DAY OF ISSUE STAMP AND ENVELOPE, Hannibal, MO., Feb. 
13, 1940, 9-am.” Inside the envelope is a pictorial post card 
depicting the Tom Sawyer and Huck Finn statue in Hannibal, MO. 
Both are in the original condition, as new.  $ 15,000.00 

MEDICAL ISSUES OF THE NEWBORN 

81. VALLEIX, François L[ouis] I[sidore]. Clinique des 

maladies des enfants nouveau-nés.  Paris: J.B. Baillière, 1838. 8vo. 
Complete with half-title and publisher’s advertisements facing 
title. With 2 large folding plates, hand coloured. Partially 
unopened in contemporary pebbled cloth, gilt spine. The text is 
quite heavily browned due to the paper. First edition of the first 
monograph solely devoted to the newborn infant. In his speciality 
of neurological ailments and diseases of the skin, Valleix’s 
investigations were very useful in the attainment of accuracy in 
diagnosis.      $ 650.00 

 



IN ORIGINAL RED VELLUM—PMM 135 

82. HELMONT, Joan Baptista van. Ortus medicinae, id est initia physicae inaudita. Progressus medicinae novus, in morbum ultionem, ad vitam 

longam.  Amsterdam: Ludovicum Elzevirum, 1648.  
[bound with] Opuscula medica inaudita . . . edition secunda multo emendatior.  Amsterdam: Ludovicum Elzevirum, 1648. Two volumes in one. 4to. 
Separate titles to both works and 3 of the 4 parts of the second work (complete). Woodcut printer’s device on titles, woodcut initials, head- and 
tailpieces. Full page engraved portraits of the author and his son on *4. Contemporary full red vellum, with the original tabs marking the 
various parts; interior excellent. From the library of the Fuerstlich Auerspergsche Fideicommisbibliothek zu Laybach and Garth Huston Jr., 
with their respective bookplates.  
First edition of the Ortus medicinae, together with the complementary edition of the Opuscula medica inaudita normally found bound with it. 
The Ortus medicinae is the masterwork of one of the most original geniuses in the history of science. Van Helmont is celebrated as one of the 
first to conduct quantitative biological experiments; one of the founders of biochemistry; one of the first to recognize that there are several air-
like substances and the originator of the word “gas” (from the Flemish pronunciation of the Greek word “chaos”) to describe them; and the 
author of the modern ontological conception of disease. Van Helmont was, like Paracelsus, an alchemist and a mystic, but above all he believed 
in experiment and empiricism as the path to true knowledge.         $ 4000.00 



 
 
 
 

AUTHOR’S PRESENTATION 
A MONUMENTAL STUDY OF LOGIC AND THEORY 

 

83. WHITEHEAD, Alfred & RUSSELL, Bertrand. Principia 

mathematica.  Cambridge: University Press, 1910-1913. Three 
volumes. Large 8vo. Half-titles and errata leaf in each volume. 
Original blue cloth. Volumes 1 and 2 with Whitehead’s presentation 
note on the first blank, “S.M.W. from A.N.W.”  and the bookplate of 
South-west Essex Technical College and School of Art Library.  
 
First edition of all three volumes, and extremely scarce. John 
Slater, in his introduction to Bertrand Russell (ABMR, Jan. 1988), 
notes that less than fifty copies now survive in private hands. The 
greatest single contribution to logic to appear in the two thousand 
years since Aristotle was the result of the collaboration of these two 
great philosophers and mathematical logicians. Inspired by 
Giuseppe Peano’s and Gottlob Frege’s invention of a new 
ideography for use in symbolic logic (which contradicted the 
Kantian doctrine of a separate philosophy of mathematics), the 
authors attempted to set up a still better system of logic on which 
to base mathematics.      $ 125,000.00 



LANDMARK IN NEUROLOGY 

84. WHYTT, Robert. Observations on the nature, causes, and cure of 

those disorders which have been commonly called nervous hypochondriac or 
hysteric, to which are prefixed some remarks on the sympathy of the nerves.  
Edinburgh: Becket and DuHondt, 1765. 8vo. Half-calf over 
contemporary marbled boards. First edition of Whytt’s most famous 
work in neurology and the first important English treatise in this field 
after Willis. The author’s profound clinical skills are demonstrated in 
vivid accounts of a broad range of neurological and psychiatric 
disorders. Whytt’s explanation of the nature of these diseases 
emphasizes the “sentient and sympathetic power of the nerves,” and 
his description of referred pain anticipates modern demonstrations. Of 
special significance is the clarification of Willis’s term “nervous” and 
the author’s explanation of physical phenomena such as blushing and 
sweating as changes made in the brain or nerves by the mind. 
        $ 2500.00 

ORIGINAL MINIATURE PAINTINGS PRINTED IN 
MONOTYPE 

85. WIGHT, Henry A. [Development of the universe. From Creation to 

the Great Calm].  New York, 1923. 6 ½  x 5 inches (page size); 3 x 2 
inches of image size surrounded by 4 x 3 ¼ double decorative border. 
Each of the 24 miniature paintings with decorative separate title 
page. The 16 pages of printing contain quotations and poems from 
Blake, Tennyson and Goethe, Amaranth & Asphodel, and songs all 
finely decorated. Original calf bound especially for the author’s wife. 
Unique work of 24 miniature paintings by Henry Wight, little known 
artist and poet, who found the medium of monotype to express his 
creativity and spiritualism. The author conveys ideas mysterious and 
charming, much in the manner of the great visionary painter William 
Blake. The pattern of his work follows closely to the development of 
the universe. Barren rock and earth, water, trees with vibrant foliage 
and then animal forms such as birds and beasts inhabiting the new 
world. Human forms draped at first then the pure undraped bodies of 
men and women. It was noted that his paintings are suggestive of 
Dante’s Divine Comedy, symbolic of the struggle of human existence.   
       $ 12,500.00 



THE SCIENCE OF ALL POSSIBLE THINGS 

86. WOLFF, Christian. Philosophia rationalis sive logica methodo 

scientifica pertractata et ad usum scientiarum atque vitae aptata: 
praemittitur discursus praeliminaris de philosophia in genere.  Frankfurt 
& Leipzig: Prostat in Officina libraria Rengeriana, 1740. 4to. Title in 
red and black, folding plate and privilege leaf, engraved head- and 

tailpieces. Contemporary mottled 
calf, spine gilt in compartments 
with label, faint coat of arms on 
the cover (possibly the dedicatee 
Prince Charles I of Assia). 
Signature of Dietrich Mahnke 
(see below) dated July, 1913 on 
fly-leaf. The revised third 
edition of Wolff’s notable work 
on rational philosophy. First 
published in 1728, the author 
here reveals his concept of 
philosophy as a total science, 
continuing Descartes’ belief that 
all science could be deduced from 
simple principles. Wolff’s theory 
brought many elements of 
Leibniz’s thought into systematic 
and teachable form, such as the 
formation of ideas, the theory of 

syllogism and the relation between logic, ontology and psychology. 
Mahnke (1884–1939) was a German philosopher and historian of 
mathematics, as well as a member of the Nazi party.  $ 750.00 

FOUNDATION OF ENGLISH SCIENTIFIC GEOLOGY  
 

87. WOODWARD, John. An essay toward a natural history of the 

earth: and terrestrial bodies, especially minerals: as also of the seas, rivers, 
and springs. With an account of the universal deluge: and of the effects that 
it had upon the earth.  London: Ric. Wilkins, 1702. 8vo. Contemporary 
calf, elaborate gilt spine. Presentation inscription from the author. 
From the library of the Earl of Stradbroke with his oval engraved 
bookplate and his inscription. A beautiful copy. Second edition of 
what is considered the beginning of scientific geology in England. 
This influential book presents the orthodox contemporary views of 
earth’s structure. Woodward describes how he took every 
opportunity to examine digging operations, and dispatched 
questionnaires to all parts of the world. The information became a 
valuable contribution towards the knowledge of the regularity of the 
earth’s structure everywhere.     $ 3200.00 
  

 



COMPLETE IN THE ORIGINAL PARTS 
 

88. WYTSMAN, P[hilogene Auguste Galilee]. Genera avium.  Brussels: V. Verteneuil & L. Desmet, 1905-[1914]. Twenty-six parts. 4to. 
With 43 fine chromolithographic plates, many finished by hand-coloring. All 26 parts in their original printed wrappers and in excellent 
condition. Preserved in a folding cloth box with a spine label. First edition. This is the complete set of serial monographs on various groups of 
birds, with contributions by leading British and European ornithologists such as Sclater, Bowdler Sharpe, Ogilvie-Grant, Hartert, Hellmayr, 
Salvadori, and others. The magnificent color plates after paintings by Keulemans and Grönvold include 11 stunning illustrations of parrots. 
According to Zimmer, the intention was to have the complete series embrace all avian groups. This series was edited by the Belgian 
ornithologist and entomologist, Wytsman (1866-1925), who authored the work on the second family, the Todidae. The text consists of a brief 
general account of each family, in regard to its relationships and technical history, keys to the genera and species, with their principal 
synonymy and geographical distribution. The work will thus be of great convenience and value as a synopsis of the birds of the world. 
                $ 1650.00 



 EXTRAORDINARY INVENTIONS 

 
89. ZONCA, Vittorio. Novo teatro di machine et edificii. . . .  Padua: 

Pietro Bertelli, 1607. Folio. Engraved title and 42 full-page 
engravings. Contemporary vellum.  
First edition. This was the first of many works detailing and 
illustrating machinery. Zonca’s images, copied by many later 
writers, include inventions for mills such as a water mill running 
silk-spinners and a water-powered grain mill operated on a boat 
moored in a river, copper plating and printing presses, a barbeque 
spit turned by gears and a windmill, as well as a perpetual motion 
machine.       $ 20,000.00 



 

 

THE GREAT ZOOS OF THE WORLD 

9o. [ZOO GUIDES]. A group of 35 zoo guides showcasing the 
animals and environments of various zoos around the world over the 
past century. The guides date from as early as 1900, and represent zoos 
in Germany (Berlin, Munich, Frankfurt, Leipzig, Hamburg), London, 
Austria, South Africa, Australia, Amsterdam, and America (New York, 
San Diego, Cincinnati). It is quite amazing to see the evolution of the 
zoo, especially the balance between protection and care of its animals on 
the one hand and the interests of the (paying) public over the years. A 
wonderful collection. A complete list is available upon request. 
        $ 2500.00 



PRESENTATION COPY 
 

A1. ADAMS, John Quincy Oration on the life and character of Gilbert 
Motier de LaFayette. Delivered at the request of both houses of the Congress 
of the United States, before them, in the House of Representatives at Wash-
ington, on the 31st December, 1834.  Washington: Printed by Gales and 
Seaton, 1835. 8vo. Contemporary straight grain morocco, rebacked. 
An excellent copy inscribed to David Potts Jun from John Quincy Ad-
ams on a presentation slip inserted before the title page.  
First edition of Adams’ biography of Gilbert du Motier (1757-1834), 
until June of 1790 the marquis de La Fayette. Lafayette was a French 
military officer who participated in both the American and French 
revolutions. As a result of his services, he was twice granted Honor-
ary Citizenship of the United States, once in 1824 and again, posthu-
mously, in 2002, one of only six persons to be so honored. Books in-
scribed by Adams (1767-1848) are quite scarce. It is probable that the 
presentation leaf was placed into the book at the original binding, as it 
contains heavy offsetting from the title. Potts (ca. 1794-1863) was 
elected to the State House of Representatives of Pennsylvania before 
being elected as an Anti-Masonic candidate to the twenty-second 
through twenty-fifth Congresses (March 4, 1831-March 3, 1839).         
       $ 6500.00 

AMERICANA 



EARLY AMERICAN BOTANIST AND EXPLORER 
 

A2. BARTRAM, John. Observations on the inhabitants, climate, soil, riv-
ers, productions, animals, and other matters worthy of notice. Made by Mr. 
John Bartram, in his travels from Pensilvania to Onondago, Oswego and 
the Lake Ontario, in Canada. To which is annex’d, a curious account of the 
cataracts at Niagara. By Mr. Peter Kalm, a Swedish gentleman who trav-
elled there.  London: J. Whiston and B. White, 1751. 8vo. Folding en-
graved frontispiece map of the town of Oswego which includes a plan 
of an Iroquois long house. Linen-backed boards, title in gilt on spine; 
interior very good.  
First edition of this landmark journal. Bartram made this journey 
with Conrad Weiser, Indian agent of Pennsylvania, and cartographer 
Lewis Evans. Weiser’s plan was to hold a friendly conference with the 
Iroquois. While Bartram’s intention was primarily to study the flora 
of the country, his journal is most important for its thoughtful de-
scriptions of the customs and manners of the peoples of the Six Na-
tions. His labors were rewarded with the possession of a great variety 
of new, beautiful and useful trees, shrubs and herbaceous plants. Kal-
m’s account of the cataracts provide the first scientific description in 
English of Niagara Falls. Bartram (1699-1777), the first native Amer-
ican botanist, was, in the opinion of Linnaeus, the greatest contempo-
rary “natural botanist” in the world.   $ 12,500.00 



“UNEQUALED FOR THE VIVID PICTURESQUENESS OF 
DESCRIPTIONS OF NATURE” 

 
A3. BARTRAM, William. Travels through North and South Carolina, 
Georgia, east and west Florida, the Cherokee country, the extensive territories 
of the Muscogulges, or Creek confederacy, and the country of the Chactaws; 
containing an account of the soil and natural productions of those regions, 
together with observations on the manners of the Indians. Philadelphia: 
James & Johnson, 1791. 8vo. With frontispiece portrait, folding map of 
East Florida and 7 engraved plates (1 folding). Contemporary calf, 
rebacked; soiling and browning pretty much throughout, due 
especially to the paper stock. Ownership signature of John Greimer 
dated 1792 on title.  
First edition of this classic work on American exploration with 
memorable material on southern Indian tribes. Combining an account 
of the author’s travels and  his natural history observations of the 
southeastern United States, this work is noted by Sabin as “unequalled 
for the vivid picturesqueness of its descriptions of nature, scenery, and 
productions.” Based on five years of study in the Carolinas, Georgia, 
and Florida, Bartram’s work includes significant commentary on the 
Cherokee and Creek Indian tribes as well as descriptions of the flora, 
fauna, and geography of the region. “Beyond its scientific importance, 
the Travels exerted a profound influence on travel literature and on the 
Romantic movement; it has been described as the first genuine and 
artistic interpretation of the American landscape. Bartram’s account of 
the remote frontier, of the plantations, trading posts, and Indian 
villages at the end of the eighteenth century is unrivaled” (Streeter). 
William (1739–1823) was an American botanist and ornithologist, the 
son of the naturalist and explorer John Bartram.  $ 12,500.00 



A WOMAN’S ACCOUNT OF HER EXPERIENCES AS AN 
IMMIGRANT TO AMERICA 

 

A4. [BURLEND, Rebecca]. A true picture of emigration; or fourteen 

years in the interior of North America; being a full and impartial account 
of the various difficulties and ultimate success of an English family who 
emigrated from Barwick-in-Elmet, near Leeds, in the year 1831.  
London: G. Berger, 1848. 16mo. Original printed purple front and 
rear wrappers. An exceptional copy.  
First edition of this fascinating account of an English family’s 
experiences when settling in Pike County, Illinois. The author, her 
husband and five children, landed in New Orleans and traveled 
from there up the Mississippi to Illinois. The book related her 
experiences and reactions to life in a new country. She shares the 
horrors and delights of life in America, like any newcomer, shocked 
at slavery and in wonderment of the natural beauty of her 
surroundings. This is a wonderful first-hand account of 
immigration during a time when America was actually encouraging 
families to settle.              $ 500.00 



RARE FIRST EDITION OF THIS CLASSIC ACCOUNT OF  
NATIVE AMERICAN LIFE 

 

A5. DODGE, Jacob Richards. Red men of the Ohio Valley: an Aboriginal history of the period commencing A.D., 1650, and ending at the Treaty of 

Greenville, A.D., 1795; embracing notable facts and thrilling incidents in the settlement by the whites of the states of Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana and Illinois.  
Springfield, O[hio]: Ruralist Publishing Company, 1859. 12mo. With 4 full-page illustrations. Later half-morocco and cloth boards.  
First edition of this fascinating work on Native American life in the midwest. The author initially discusses the various tribes and notes their 
feelings toward the non-native Americans. He explains many of the social aspects of Native American life, including marriage, religion, and 
government, as well as detailing the relationships with the French and English settlers. Dodge also provide examples of the language of each 
tribe. The remainder of the work treats accounts of the captivities of Daniel Boone, Simon Kenton, Colonel James Smith, and others. Most 
references not the 1860 second edition, as they were unaware of this first edition.        $ 2500.00 



THE EARLY HISTORY OF CINCINNATI AND 
SURROUNDING AREAS 

 

A6. DRAKE, Daniel. Natural and statistical view, or picture of 

Cincinnati and the Miami Country, illustrated by maps. With an appendix, 
containing observations on the late earthquakes, the Aurora Borealis, and the 
south-west wind.  Cincinnati: Looker and Wallace, 1815. 8vo. With 2 
folding maps. A completely unsophisticated copy in the original 
printed boards, uncut, maps in perfect condition, with only a small 
amount of spotting, mostly on the endpapers; unhappily rebacked in 
modern cloth.  

First edition of  “the first organized study of the geology of western 
Ohio and eastern Indiana, describing the elephant fossils of Big Bone 
Lick and giving the first suggestion made in America of the connection 
between granite erratics and ice” (Hook & Norman, 655). The two 
maps are a plan of Cincinnati, and a Map of the Miami Country. The 
book treats physical, civil, political and medical topography, and 
includes a chapter of antiquities. Of particular interest in the account 
of prehistoric mounds formerly existing on the present site of 
Cincinnati. “The work is almost entirely original and has been drawn 
upon largely by all subsequent writers on the subject (Thomson).  
        $ 1650.00 



PRIVATELY PRINTED ACCOUNT OF A QUAKER’S TRAVELS  
IN AMERICA 

 

A7. GURNEY, Joseph John. A journey in North America, described in familiar letters to Amelia Opie.  Norwich: Printed for Private Circulation, 
1841. 8vo. Contemporary calf, rebacked, boards with the gilt embossed design and name of Hudson Gurney (see below); title page and final 
blank are quite browned, remainder of the text in excellent condition with a couple of manuscript annotations and corrections. From the li-
brary of W. Lloyd Wright with his bookplate on the paste-down.  
First and only edition of this very rare privately printed account of the author’s tour of the United States, Canada and the West Indies. Gur-
ney, a devout Quaker, traveled through the Mid-Atlantic region and New England, with a few side trips to the Southern states. He is mainly 
concerned with religious matters and politics relating to his strong concerns about slavery and capital punishment. Among many other events, 
he mentions meeting Native Americans, visiting jails, and speaking to Congress. Gurney, from Norwich, descended from a large family of 
Quakers. He lived in America between 1837 and 1840, where he became friendly with Henry Clay, John Quincy Adams, and other distin-
guished members of the government. His many publications were widely read, but several were printed privately in very small numbers, in-
cluding an autobiography and this Letters to Mrs. Opie. Amelia Opie (1769-1853) was an English author who published numerous novels in the 
Romantic Period of the early nineteenth century. She was also a leading abolitionist in Norwich, where she lived. Hudson Gurney (1775-1864), 
Joseph John Gurney’s uncle, was an English antiquary and politician. He was elected MP from the Isle of Wight, and later appointed High 
Sheriff of Norfolk.                  $ 4000.00 



THE PUBLISHER’S PERSONAL COPY 
 

A8. HAZEN, William B. Our barren lands: the interior of the United States west of the 100th meridian, and east of the Sierra 

Nevadas.  Cincinnati: Robert Clarke & Company, 1875. 8vo. Bound into half straight-grained morocco and patterned 
cloth. Notation on the flyleaf reads: “Robert Clarke’s personal copy in (personal) publisher’s binding.” In excellent 
condition.  
First edition of this scarce and important work on the viability of the “Great American Desert.” General Hazen had 
written a long and very unflattering letter published in the New York Tribune about the “worthless” nature of the 
Dakota Territory, largely because of insufficient rainfall. He draws on his long military experience in the Dakota 
Territory to attack the Northern Pacific Railroad, asserting that “'the vast sum of money which was spent . . . to build a 
railroad across an arid desert was as if thrown into the sea.” He also includes rebuttals to his critics such as John O. 
Sargent and General Custer, as well as other friends of the Railroad, who had published reports on the arability of the 
Dakota lands. Indeed, Custer specifically disputed Hazen’s claims in a nine-column article in the Minneapolis Tribuen. 
Hazen’s pronouncements about wintering cattle on the plains and other difficulties to be expected in settling the West 
proved to be wrong.            $ 2500.00 

THE FIRST CROSSING OF CANADA TO THE ARCTIC 
 

A9. HEARNE, Samuel. A journey from Prince of Wales’s fort in Hedson’s Bay, to the northern ocean. Undertaken by 

order of the Hudson’s Bay Company, for the discovery of copper mines, a north west passage, &c. In the years 1769, 1770, 
1771, & 1772.  London: A. Strahan and T. Cadell, 1795. 4to. With 5 folding maps and 4 engraved plates. 
Beautiful full calf, covers ruled in gilt and with both gilt and blind decorations; title page reinforced, maps and 

plates backed with linen for protection, overall an exquisite copy 
wide very wide margins.  
First edition. An account of the first overland journey to the 
Arctic Ocean. Hearne’s explorations on behalf of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company finally dispelled all hopes of discovering a north-
west passage through North America. However, his sighting of 
the Arctic ocean at the mouth of the Coppermine River raised 
the possibility that a route for ships might be found along the 
northern edge of the continent. The author will be remembered 
as the first white man that evert gazed on the dreary expanse of 
the Arctic or Frozen Ocean from the Northern shores of the 
American Continent.    $ 9500.00 



CREATING THE MYTH OF THE GREAT AMERICAN DESERT 
 

A10. JAMES, Edwin. Account of an expedition from Pittsburgh to the Rocky Mountains, performed in the years 1819, 1820. Compiled from the notes of 

Major Long, Mr. T. Say, and other genetlemen of the party.  London: Longman, Hurst, Rees, Orne, and Brown, 1823. Three volumes. 8vo. With 9 
full-page plates plus folding engraved map in absolutely excellent condition. Contemporary full polished calf, rebacked.  
 
First English edition, published in Philadelphia the prior year with a different set of plates. Along with Pike and Lewis and Clark, one of the 
three great classics of western exploration.  Major S.H. Long, a U.S. Army engineeer, was sent to explore the western portions of the Louisiana 
purchase and the Rocky Mountains. James was the naturalist and physician to the expedition. The group, which also included Thomas Say, 
geologist and Samuel Seymour, landscape painter, traveled up the Missouri and then explored the regions of the Platte and Arkansas River 
Valleys, discovering and climbing several peaks (including Long’s Peak). From upper Arkansas, the plan was to find the source of the Red 
River, but when this was missed the Canadian River was explored instead.        $ 5500.00 



THE BRITISH SETTLEMENT IN PENNSYLVANIA  
— NO TAXES, NO LAWYERS — 

 

A11. JOHNSON, Charles 

Britten. Letters from the 
British settlement in 
Pennsylvania. To which are 
added, the constitutions of the 
United States, and of 
Pennsylvania; and extracts 
from the laws respecting aliens 
and naturalized citizens.  
Philadelphia: H. Hall, 1819. 
16mo. Fantastic copy of the 
folding map illustrating the 
roads leading to the town of 
Britania in the British 
settlement. Original boards 
and spine label An uncut, 
unsophisticated copy.  
First edition of this work 
produced by the British 

Emigrant Society of Susquehanna County, Pennsylvania. The Society 
takes issue with Mr. Birkbeck and his settlement on the “fever 
prairies” of Illinois. It also discourages any trans-Allegheny colonies. 
The British Emigrant Society was created to “secure an eligible 
situation for their countrymen; and by obtaining a large tract of land, 
to enable them to settle together, and, at the same time, to procure the 
land at a low price.” The book describes all aspects of the settlement 
and attempts to convince people to set down roots in an area without 
state taxes, with jobs, natural beauty, etc., etc. Further comparisons of 
the Settlement with “western” (read Illinois) territories (with their bad 
climate, pricey land, contempt of religion, unhealthiness, and lawyers) 
caps the arguments in favor of Pennsylvania.   $ 1500.00 

EARLY OVERLAND JOURNEY TO TEXAS 
EXCELLENT NEW HAMPSHIRE PROVENANCE 

 

 
A12. PARKER, A[mos] A[ndrew]. A trip to the west and Texas. 

Comprising a journey of eight thousand miles, through New-York, Michigan, 
Illinois, Missouri, Louisiana and Texas, in the autumn and winter of 1834-
5.  Concord, N.H.: White & Fisher, 1835. 8vo. With 2 woodcut plates. 
Original pattern green cloth; interior foxed and brown due to paper 
stock, still a nice copy of a rare work with an ownership signature of 
Joseph Cilley (1791-1887), grandson of the Revolutionary War officer 
and United States senator from New Hampshire, 1846-1847. First 
edition (a second edition, which contained a map, was printed the 
following year). Parker’s work is one of the earliest travel books 
written in English about Texas. He journeyed west by way of the 
Great Lakes to Chicago, then south from St. Louis to Natchez by 
Mississippi River steamboat, and overland westward through 
Natchitoches and Nacogdoshes to the Colorado River of central Texas. 
He returned to New England by steamer from New Orleans in the 
early part of 1835.            $ 2500.00 



THE CORRUPT MAYOR AT THE HEAD OF THE GANGS OF NEW YORK 
 

A13. WOOD, Fernando (1812-81). Autograph letter signed. 2 pages on single folded sheet. Dec. 1855. To President [Franklin Pierce]. Wood 
was the notoriously corrupt “copperhead” mayor of New York City, whose term of office was marked by gang riots and corruption in the police 
force. His second term re-election was due to the actions of the New York gang the Dead Rabbits, who took names from the city cemeteries and 
added them to the voter rolls. Wood writes the president to request that he have Dean, a lawyer who was later a justice of the New York 
Supreme Court, appointed as District attorney (which he did). Though there is no evidence that Dean was a corrupt judge, one would imagine 
that Wood would only make such a strong appeal for someone who somehow served his interests. 

It is the earnest wish of my friends in this city & especially of myself that you will confer the appt. of US District Attorney for this district upon the 
Hon. Gilbert Dean. Mr. Dean is a gentleman of ability, of large professional & political experience & a summit of sound national principles. . . . I 
shall most officially deem it a personal favor. . . .            $ 2500.00 



B & L ROOTENBERG - Rare Books & Manuscripts 

Post Office Box 5049 Sherman Oaks, California 91403 

Telephone:  [818] 788-7765 

Telefax:  [818] 788-8839 

blroot@rootenbergbooks.com 

www.rootenbergbooks.com 

Full collations, 

descriptions, and 

bibliographical details are 

available for all items 

listed 

@rootenbergbooks 


